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"Sometimes | feel like a motherless child
A longway from home

Sometimes | feel like a moonless dawn
A longway from home

But | keep laughing

Instead of crying

I will keep on fighting

untill I am dying."

'—(Pol Robson)
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fZ1fRT%—"In recent years the tendency has been to synchronize the
Ali-ai-ligang festival with Bohag Bihu. Mising are also accepting the
cattle-bathing ceremony and Husari singing of their Assamese
neighbours. The Husari verses are in Assamese while the other
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(a0 "Now-a-days, a considerable number of the Mishings have
bfeen converted into Bhagavati or Mahapurushia (based on the doc-
trlne?s of Shri Sankardev) sects of Hinduism. The process of transfor-
mation from the trivial forms of worship to Hinduism is an interesting
phenomenon among the Mishings. Hinduism has introduced new priests
(Gosain, Bhakats, Hattulus, Satradhikar) new institutions (Namghar,
Satra), new mythologies, a new value-system, pattern of stratification

(caste) and the motion of purity and poilution through restrictions on
food and drinks.

“In the place of primitive religion, now-a-days, the religion of
the Mishings is popularly known as Kewiia, Kalsanghati or Nisamalia.
These sects are the popular folk level practices of Hinduism. Through
these sects also, the Mishings have aligned themselves with the
non-tribal regional peasant culture. These folk level religious beliefs

and practices have helped them in adjusting their tribal practices -

with the local Hindu beliefs and practices." (Dr. Jatin Mipun; The
Mishings of Assam : Development of a New Life Stgle; page-56)
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(%) "The term Pagro is a Mishing word which mean “ope who
has lost purity.” It is not a complimentary term. The reason for the
use of this uncomplimentary term for the entire community has
allegedly a historical basis. When the Ahoms entered Assam in
1228 A.D.; the area which comprises the greater part of the present
districts of Sibsagar, Jorhat, Dibrugarh and Lakhimpur were rulled
by a Chutia King. The Ahoms conquered the Chutia kingdom in
1503 A.D. During the war, it is said, many Chutia took shelter in the
Mishing villages and were finally assimilated in the Mishing tribe.
The close relationship between the Chutia and the Mishing was
noticed by many other Mishing clans who were still living in their hill
abode. These Mishing clans started calling those Mishing clans an

Pagro which had established close contacts with the Chutia people.
Though initially the term denoted a derogatory status for the com-

munity, gradually the term lost its derogatory connotation and the -

people also began to identify themselves as Pagro-Mishing. Infact,
later on they seldom referred to themselves as Barogam Mishing.
The Pagro-Mishing, however do not agree with the theory of inter-
marriage between them and the Chutiya, but suggest that since
they were living within the Chutiya kingdom for a long time, they

were given this name. There is, however, no historical evidence to

prove or disprove any one of these theories. But the name Pagro is
definitely an accepatble term today. A significant point that emerges
from this controversy is that the Pagro-Mishing had been settled in
the vicinity of the people of the plains of Assam, namely the Chutia,
since long in the past which must have influenced their society to a
great extent, and hence the term 'Pagro’ implying “not pure” in their
norms." (J.S. Bhandari; Kinship Affinity And Domestic Group : A

Study Among the Mishing of the Brahmaputra Valley, P : 37-38)
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(2f%El (2 FTTo® B Aol ol g ~28ts 1Atz ¢ “The Mishings

used a dialect which was akin to Adi group of dialects. Naturally, the

range of their communication, even after their migration to the plains,

was oriented and confined to the tribes having kinship relationship

with them. When they moved to the plains, probably for long time,they

had their compact tribal territory. Gradually, they came in contact with
other communities—such as Deories, Chutias, Ahoms. There were

three different dimensions of their oral communication :

(a) among themselves and with the tribes of the hills, they used
their own dialects;

(b) to barter and to interact with their neighbouring communi-
ties, they had to pick up Assamese language; and

(c) in the process of interaction, they came within the field of
Hinduism and Assamese became more prevalent among them.”

(The Mishings of Assam; page : 79-80)
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"The whole of my remaining realizable estate shall be dealt with

in the following way. .
The Capital shall be invested by my executors in safe securities

and shall constitute a fund, the interest on which shall be annually
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year, shall have conferred the greatest benefit of mankind. The said
interest shall be divided in to five equal parts, which shall be
apportioned as follows : one part to the person who shall have made
the most important discovery or invention within the field of physics;
one part to the person who shall have made the most important
discovery within the domain of physiology or medicine; one part to
the person who shall have produced in the field of literature the most
outstanding work of an idealistic tendency; and one part to the person
who shall have done the most or the best work for fraternity among
nations, for the abolition or reduction of standing armies and for the

holding and promotion of peace congresses."
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