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WHY THE NOVEL MATTERS

DavipD HERBERT LAWRENCE
(1885-1930)

LirE AND WORKS

D. H. Lawrence was a prolific novelist, short story
writer, poet, playwright, essayist and a literary
critic of English literature during the early years
of the twentieth century. He was fourth child of
Arthur John Lawrence, 2 barely literate coal miner
and his mother Lydia was a schoolteacher in the
coal-mining town of  Eastwood,
Nottinghamshire. He spent his formative years
in this town and he attended Beauvale Board
School from 1891 to 1893. Later he won a’
country Council scholarship to study in
Nottingham High School, Nottingham. In 1901,
he left the school and worked for three months
as a junior clerk at Haywood's Surgical
Appliances. However, a severe bout of
pneumonia forced him to convalesce at home
during which he became friends with Jessie
Chambets of Hagg's Farm. From 1902 to 1906,
Lawrence began to serve as a pupil teacher at the
British School, Eastwood and received his
Teaching Certificate in 1908 from University
College, Nottingham. He left home for London
and worked at Davidson Road School, Croydon.




2 Why The Novel Matters

. During this period, he began to write seriously. He started
Wlth poems and short stories and developed his first novel The White
Peacac{é that was published in 1911. His friend Jessie Chambers
sibmited some of his early poems, which caught the attention of
H: :n:l;?ﬂi cn(;: c of "The English Review.' Ford Maddox Ford.
and published it tﬁ? short story, 'Odours of Chrysanthemums'
publisher to ask © s magazine. It made Heineman, a London
in 1911, he abandoned roe sor - 2 et The I7bite Peacock was published

writer. His mothe r:j d o ofa t_caChef and became a professional
him deeply, A I;li ) 'Of cancer in the same years, which affected
2nd he began o klsj o feader, Edward Garnett encouraged him
with pneumonis fr tﬁ on his o novel. Unfortunately, he fell ill
1912, he married FOI: ¢ second time, but recovered once again. In
Professor. She feid.a Weekley, a German and wife of a Nottingham
ML, i Wlas six Years_ his senior and the mother of three
Gl y eloped to Frieda's home at Metz, Germany. The
i Police arrested him for 4 British spy, but Frieda's father

poems, I ook/
Ttaly by crcfssifze tﬁj ZCZ"” 3’”"”’ published in 1917. They entered
Twilight in Ity (191 0). PS, which Lawrence recorded in a travel-book

InTtaly, he completed the final version of S0
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States of America, Mexico and the South of France. He went to
Italy first and then to Austria and Southern Germany. He wrote
about many of these places in his later works. He published two
novels Aaron's Rodin 1922 and The Lost Girl. He experimented with
novellas like The Captain's Doll published in 1923, “The Fox’, “The
Ladybird’ and several more short stories in the collection England,
My England and other stories, which were published in 1922. He
produced a number of poems notably those, which depicted the
natural world, Birds, ‘Beasts and Flowers’, which appeared in 1923.
He wrote travelogues, Monte Cassino and Sea and Sardinia that were
published in 1921. He produced essays, which dealt in Freudian
psychoanalysis and a historical book Movements in European
History, which appeared anonymously in 1921.

In 1922, the Lawrences left Europe with the intention of
migrating to US. A. in the belief that it was the only country where
they could settle down. He left for Sri Lanka and then went to
Australia where he wrote Kangaroo published in 1923. In September
1922, they arrived in the US and befriended a socialite Mable Dodge
Luhan who helped them acquire a 160 Kiowa ranch near Taos, New
Mexico. Aldous Huxley visited him here. He published a set of critical
essays Studies in Classic American Literature and a number of novels,
The Boy in the Bush, The Plumed Serpent (1926), St. Mawr (1925), The
Woman who Rode away (1928), The Princess (1925) and a travel book
Mornings in Mexico (1927).

Lawrence suffered from a near fatal attack of Malaria and
Tuberculosis, which forced him to return to England. They settled
down in Florence, Italy and in 1927, a collection of essays, Skefches
of Etruscan Places was published. In 1928 Lady Chatterley's Lover and
in 1930 The Virgin and the Gypsy appeared. Lady Chatterley's Lover
brought him immediate notoriety once again as a writer who exposed

sexual experience with physical details and uninhibited language. It
was suppressed until 1960. Embittered by it he wrote a tract on
pornography and obscenity, and a large number of satirical poems
published under the title of Pansiesin 1929, and a number of reviews.

Lawrence continued to write essays, short stories and about
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. L
Christ's resurrection in Resurrection from an unorthodox point of

view. Book of Revelation, Apocalypse published in 1931 proved to bft
: cance. Lawrence passed away in 1930 from
complications of tuberculosis at the Villa Robemfond in Vence

, Mexico, Though he was not
tte.rateur at the time of his death, today he i
writer of the twentieth century.

considered a great li
viewed as 2 modern

CHRONOLOGY
1885 : Birth of D. H Lawrence,

1891-18913: A'ttended 'Beauvalc Board School, Eastwood and

1901 - Wg:;nghaq: High School, Nottingham,

1902-1906; Seruod o OF Cletk at Hayward's Surgical Appliances
. n erved as pupil teacher at British School Eastwood.

1908 : Received hj : e
Nottingh ams teaching certificate from University Colleg®;

1908 :  Left home for London.

1908 : Worked as tea
cher at Davidson Ro d School don.
1911 2 The Wi, Peagock (Novel) publishe;l ook Cror®

1911 Lawrence'

" expired. $ mother who was 3 great influence on h”ﬁ:
. M o . . é

1913 Son oy o Weekley, a German,

Son and Lovers (Novel) published.

1914 : Sngy oy
1915 : Ty, Ra{”bm:”’(i‘\; Hardy and other essgys published.

1916 & Tyiirrn v G oveD) published, ;
1917 . E::Zg}bl;n Lialy (Travel book) published.
1919 : "The La“:rHaw' Come Throngp, Poems published. |
1920 : Psyclnoan::lncfE s leave on a tour of Italy, Germany, Franc®
Unconscj ysis and the Unconscious and Fantasi’a of the
1921 . nscious (essays) publish, d :
 Women in I oy, (Novel) ) |
i;a and Sardini, (travel-bOQk)
1922 A:l{m'g,,t, n European Hiszy :
: ron's Rod (Novel) Y published.

| The Lost Giry (Novel)
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England My England and other Short stories
Lawrence leaves Europe for US.A.
Kiowa Ranch, Taos, New Mexico purchased.
1923 : Kangaroo (Novel)
The Captain's Doll Novella) -
: Studies in Classic American Literature, essay.
1925 : Sz Mawr
Reflections of the a Porcupine and other essays
1926 : The Plumed Serpent.
1927 : Mornings in Mexico. Travelogue
Sketches of Etruscan Places. (Essays)
1928 : Lady Chatterley's Lover Novel)
The Woman who Rode Away (Novel)
1929 : Pansies (Poems)
1930 : The Virgin and the Gypsy Novel)
Death of D.H. Lawrence. A
1931 : Book of Revelation, Apocabpse. :
1936 :  Phoenix : The Posthumons Papers of D. H. Lawrence -
1968 ': Phoenix II (Essay). - '
2004 : Late Essays and Artics.
LAWRENCE As AN EssAyisT o
D. H. Lawrence, novelist, short story writer, poet, ctitic, essayist,
and travelogue writer appeared on the English literary scene during
the eatly years of the twentieth century. He is remembered more as -
a novelist than an essayist is. Just as in his novels, his essays contain
his philosophy, his views against industrialisation, his belief in nature
and his ideas on primitivism. They also reflect his thoughts and views
regarding other topics in which he found interest like famous men,
old tombs, faraway places and literary criticism. His essays illustrate
his wide range of interest.
In 1923, Lawrence published a set of critical essays, Studies
in Classic American Literature in which he wrote,
*That Jam I
That my soul is 2 dark forest
That my known self will never be mote than
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: a little the most reliable thing in the world. In this light the primitive passion ‘
_CI " %fafigg ;n the forest ' and Ci}xllsﬁnctli)s sp:)ritua; rather than animal; it is a sacred command, |
at Gods Strange which is to be obeyed. Emotions rather than reason are the best
B "~ Into the clcma;if an(;rdl:n?“?e f‘;ff&l from the forest | guide to life. In the essays 'Fantasia of the Unconscious (1922),
(A That I must Have the cpgeer. - 1. 0 1€ 80 back | Poychoanalysis and the Unconscious (1923) and Apocalypse (1931)
- Go. £38¢ to let them come and | Lawrence wrote about his fundamental ideas which aids
That I will never let manking X | understanding of his philosophy. Lawrence wanted his readers to
€t me, but that I wi]) alwa put anything . | willing believe in his views, which he believed would help renew
submit to the Gods in Me );S e recognize and man from the deadening effects of inductrialisation.
' Men and women ' and the Gods in other Lawrence's critics like T.S Eliot, Bertrand Russell believed
]: It proves Lawrence's serjom« ; ) that his revolutionary and original ideas were nonsense and insane.
‘ ~ he dlfi with utmost sincerity almrlous Intention of doing whatevef | However, his essays 'Study of Thomas Hardy' and ‘Education of
Ly ‘ duty Imposed on him, He s’ce oseasif he s carrying out a sacred | the People' reveal that Lawrence was not against thought and
Ll d's“"gujshlhg, accepting and Illlls to Possess the unique capacity of | knowledge, he was against mechanised thought. In "Books' (1924)
e even though it diq not confo: owing his own feelings and emotions | Lawrence wrote, *There are in the consciousness of man, two bodies
T When The Rainbow ?119? conventional sentiments. of knowledge: the things he tells himself, and the things he finds
F I(xl1 928) were published, they were. 5)and Lady Chatterley's Lover | out—Man is a thought-adventure. But by thought, we mean of course,
Pl b_° € novels, he ex Suppressed on grounds of obscenity: {|  discovery. We don'tmean this telling himself stale facts and drawing
L Physical detajl aq uninhib; Posed man-woman relationship in great | false deductions, which usually pass as thought.' He believed that art
} 0 owever,  ibited la-:lguage, which was considered vulgat | had fallen in a rut, 'new, really new feelings, a whole new line of new
g" . always huyt w There will lously to read areally new novel | emotion, which will get us out of this emotional rut' was the need
; ‘f; Pictures ney, music. Yo ¢ wﬂl be resistance, The same with neW | of the hour. He did show much concen for the experimiental novels
! J they do arguge  copy. . 2 Judge of their reality by the fact that | of Richardson, Joyce and Proust. In his essay ‘Surgery for the Novel
| _.

i acquiese 4 certain resistan . ]
quiescence, : e, and compel, at length, certaif | ora Bomb?' he wrote that some desperate measures were needed to

The grea relati : get the 'serious' novel to lose its consciousness and to force it, 'to
: u 3 -
betwe.en Man and WOm: ship for humanitywiu always be the relation | tackle new propositions without using abstractions.’
He seiterateq that not g, Patentand child v always be subsidiaty" In the essays 'Psychoanalysis and the Unconscious' and
L ttself which Is the 20 Woman or children but jt is 'the relation "Fantasia of the Unconscious' he declared that all his efforts would

. qmck.and central clue 1o Jife' | be directed towards creating a new form of novel. Andrew Sanders
writes that he intended to 'break open fictional doors and to nag
readers and writers into passing through them.' In the essay 'Morality

of mdl“duaﬁty of m ; b.eheved p‘fSSionately in the development | and the Novel' Lawrence wrote, 'All emotions, including love and

: than tht‘-inte]_l \ an, € truste, d d diusting of th Dot
{4 oo eleCt Al T, .- lis senses an, . e hate, and rage and tenderness, go to adjusting of the oscillating,
N fnbblmg Intervention, 6;,2‘.“,':‘}3 to answer ¢, my bli zgpsir:enc;siggbt established balance between two people who amount to anything, -
s Instincty and urges, Which imp;r,:}l"llotal ot what not.' "I'hu::;: ﬁmiu'vé If the novelist puts his thumb in the pan, for love, tenderness,
! - . el the g,

e Conscious mind, are to him




_ 'Let us learn from the novel. In the novel, the characters can do
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Sweetness peace, then he commits an immoral act: he prevents the
possﬂ:.nhty .Of a pure relationship ... and when he lets his thumb g0,
there is an inevitable reaction towards hate and brutality, cruelty and
f:le.strucuon. He believed that a novel would be autom;u'cally great
if it 'reveals true and vivid relationship, it is 2 moral work, no matter
what the relationship may consist in, If the novelist honours the
relationship in itself; it will be a great.'

. In the essay "Why the Novel Matters' (1925) Lawrence
pr.oclzflmed that the novelist was superior to the poet, philosophet,
Scientist and the saint because they analysed merely a part of the
entire experience while the novelist was concerned with life as 2
Wlfole. Sanders observes that Lawrence believed in "Life with a capital
L is only man alive.' and that 'the fully vibrant human organism,
fo'rmed_ the peak of an energetic hierarchy.' Lawrence wrote, 'All
things that are dead are subsidiary to the living, Better a live dog
than a dead lion. But better a live lion than a live dog.' He exhorts,

nothing but live. If they keep on being good according to pattern Of
bad, according to pattern, or even volatile, according to pattern, they
cease to live, and the novel falls dead. A character in 2 novel has got

to live or it is nothing' The novel alone js capable of making us
understand the concept of life. “Thou Shalt Nots' cannot govern it. 4
'To be alive, to be man alive, to be whole man alive: that is the point.
And at its best, the novel, and the novel Supremely, can help you. It
can help Lyaou. It can help you not to be dead man 1’n life.'
wrence rejected the forms of Chyistian

inclined to believe in Freud's philosophl;:lss'lﬁllzs}? ?:essm'?;:
secularizes both the idea of a brooding Holy § iril: ami the .
lnterre!ation’ships of life and death, death andyresinection- he
secularizes the biblical language of Possession and enthusiasm’ana ‘
he forges Christian images and metaphos jnio new often shockingly -
gaudy shapes.' He wanted to form 5 modernist theorlls e f the |
'fulfilled and thoroughly integrated Personality,' His Freggyjn(; ired
essays as well as 'Study of Hardy' is as myc}, about Hard 1:30“‘
his own thoughts and beliefs, which form the basis of mz:; 2f his

e Tl P
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novels. He believed that the future of the human race depended on
the liberation of man and woman and attempted to distinguish
between essential maleness and essential femaleness.

His essays are energetic, stating his original thoughts and
feelings. According to Michael Squires he becomes involved in them,
his essays expose conflict and tension between 'equally strong but
opposed forces—self-preservation and self-expression, stillness and
activity, knowing and being, Christianity' and Judaism, male and
female ..." as in 'Study of Thomas Hardy. His essays on the art of the
novelist are an attempt to understand his responsibility as a novelist.

'Introduction to Paintings' and 'Etruscan Places' links
philosophy of art with the creative sciences. In the former essay he
wrote, 'Any creative act occupies the whole consciousness of man,
This is true of the great discoveries of science as well as art.' Lawrence
believed that great discoveties of science and art is a result of the
consciousness of man 'Working together in unison and oneness,
instinct, intuition, mind, intellect all fused into one complete
consciousness.'

Lawrence's essays expose his vision. He is frank, featless
and spontaneous. His appeal was one for integrity. He died as a non-
entity but after his death, he has been recognised as a visionary thinker,
a representative of the modern English tradition in literature.

LAWRENCE's PROSE STYLE

Lawrence's literary output comprises of novels, novellas, short stories,
poems and essays. He is best remembered for his novels, which exhibit
his prose style. His essays also written in prose have been criticised
by Edward Albert, 'If we judge Lawrence's style by the standards of
the meticulous artist, with finely attuned ear and an eye for accuracy
of detail of grammar, we shall often find him lacking.'

He shows very little concern for the technical skill which
goes into the writing of a novel but he makes up for it with his
passion, spontaneity and sincerity. He becomes deeply involved in
whatever he writes and even though he generally allows his ideas to
flow through characters and situations, at times his over enthusiasm
prompts him to make a direct statement; sometimes it raises his
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prose to poetic heights. Lawrence did not believe in the importunt
of plot (a modern thought) over mood or the atmosphere of hif

stories. This aspect of his work is pre-dominantly visible in the mining

background of Sons and Lovers where he creates an appropriate
atmosphere for his tale.

Spontaneity is a charactetistic of Lawrence's work. In Virginia
Woolf's words, "The thought plumps directly into his mind, up spuft
the sentence as round, as hard, as direct as water thrown out in all
directions by the impact of 2 stone. One feels that not a single word

has been chosen for its beauty, or for it itectoff g
S 2 vits effect upon the architectog writes only one thought without contradictory thoughts. He used

the sentence.' He was a fast writer, an uneven stylist, with not much
care for grammar.
His imaginative powers were great and he was capable of

creating situations, which proved his caliber. R. J. Rees rightly opines

that as early as his 'Odours of Chrysanthemums' Lawrence ha
showed his 'mastery of dialogue and situation.' His depiction of

sexual experience is skillful and was fresh and unique when it first

appeared in the first half of the nineteenth century. He excels &
C%la,l‘acterisation especially at portraying characters on verge ©
discovery concerning relationships. He uses symbols for the purp0s®
of character delineation: symbols of intellectualism on one hand
and the dark and primitive life force on the other. His symbolis®?

g'ur;chcs his narrative. In England, My England Lawrence portray®
gbertas a pleasant but ineffectual upper-
Lawrence symbol, i s

of physical and emy

; class young man, a typic
0L contrast to his father-in-law—the embodime?’
Albert feels tha¢ moztt[zrflal{:\z:rgy arnd earthy common sense. Edwatd
and Somers b . VIence’s characters like Paul Morel, Bitki?
and darknegs S?S;ii‘l{?ulantx ) h'is own. 'They share his bitternes’
They are Creatureg of ,st:nlékf hlml they live passionately and fully
Tpulse and primitive emoti an
otons,

they are studieq v
With
keenness of insight. , i sable depth of understanding a2

awrence j : 1
of the unconscioyg,' § Particularly successful in his analys"

Rumination 11

' uncreated, dissolution, dead, mindless, naked, sinister, organic acquire

Lawrentian meaning, He used hyperbole and dash.

An interesting technique, which Lawrence used, was point
of view. He presented one point of view through one character and
presented an opposing view through another character. These
contradicting views together forms the complete thought of a story.
He uses the same technique in his essays. He states one idea and
then discovers another idea with which he attacks the first or explores

- and states it as emphatically as the first. He might even state two

contradictory statements, both equally convincing, Sometimes he

such antitheses and dichotomies to expose new realities.

Lawrence was intense especially when he became deeply
involved in his themes. Often his revolved around his favourite idea
which according to R. ]. Rees was 'that of the hidden conflict between
the civilized and intellectual side of man, and the primitive and
emotional side where man becomes a more channel for that 'life
force' which Lawrence, thought of as the driving power of the
universe.' He displayed little sense of humour and he had a dark
temperament; his feeling was ones of hatred and contempt.

. Essentially a controversial writer, Lawrence posed challenges
which unsettled the intellectuals of his age David Daiches wrote
that Lawrence's 'challenge seems to go beyond that which is normally
asserted by a work of art. It is difficult to escape the challenge.' His
work is forceful, positive and direct which seeks to extract an equal
response from his readers. Marjoric Boulton rightly opined that
Lawrence possessed an individual style.

— h
4
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TEXT ows. So the tin can business, or vessel of clay, is just bunk.
And that’s what you learn, when you’re a novelist. And that’s

s/hat you are very liable #of to know, if you’re a parson, or a
hilosopher, or a scientist, or a stupid person. If you’re a parson,
ou talk about souls in heaven. If you’re a novelist, you know that
yaradise is in the palm of your hand, and on the end of your nose,
f ourselves, We think of ourselves as a body yecause both are alin?; and alive, :.md man alivc?, which is more than
ody with T : ., fou can say, for certain, of paradise. Paradise is after life, and I for
a soul in it, or a body with a min : ; ; A
ano. The - : dne am not keen on anything that is afferlife. If you are a philosopher,
years drink up the wine, and at last ; o A ]
; 3% of course, being the b : \jou talk about infuuty, and the pure spirit which knows all things.
I.l' 18 a funny sort of superstition \;C/h i uf ottle. But if you pick up a novel, you realize immediately that infinity is
hand., as it so clevgﬂy writes these words ;md c{ S.do dI !Of’k atany just 2 handle to this selfsame jug of a body of mine; while as for
nothmg compared to the mind that di;e ts i ?:1 Clzplisn oNgy knowing, if‘I fmd my finger in the fire, I know that fire burns, with
cbs i DIS there re:allyg a0V 3 knowledge so emphatic and vital, it leaves Nirvana merely a
ha1.1d 1s alive, it flickers with a life of s jo e Onny mind/ il conjecture. Oh, yes, my body, me alive, £nows, and knows intensely.
Nandleionss vast O;m' It fccts all the strange Andas for the sum of all knowledge, it can’t be anything more than
ings. My hand N ok of things, and know§ # ‘an accumulation of all the things I know in the body, and you, dear
along, jumps like 2 ) ;’ and, as it wntes.these words, slips gaily reader, know in the body.
> 8ets a little borfd ifSIOPI'Jer fo dot an i, fecls the table rathet These damned philosophers, they talk as if they suddenly
thought, and is just as }:'Vflte t(-)o long, has its own rudiments of \wentoff insteam,and were then much more important than they are
hould I imagj n;:m fee ey brain, my mind, or my soul. 'when they’re in their shirts. It is nonsense. Every man, philosopher
is? Since m ime q .at thete is 4 e which is more me than my included, ends in his own finger-tips. That’s the end of his man
Jhand is absolutely alive, me alive. alive. As for the words and thoughts and sighs and aspirations that
isn’talive at 4], My pen sz ¢ . ; fly from him, they are so many tremulations in the ether, and not
Whatever is me ali p 1251 ¢ mealive. Me alive ends at my finger-tips. alive at all. But if the tremulations reach another man alive, he may
Ve is me. Every tiny bit of my hands is alive, every receive them into his life, and his life may take on a new colour, like

little freck] -
¢ and hair and fold of skin. And whatever is me alive is 2 chameleon creeping from a brown rock on to a green leaf All very
well and good. It still doesn’t alter the fact that the so-called spirit,

the message or teaching of the philosopher or the saint, isn’t alive at
all, but just a tremulationupon the ether, like a radio message. All
this spirit stuff is just tremulations upon the ether. If you, as man
a bottle, or a e ! : alive, quiver from the tf:emulatmn of the ether into new h-fe, tha_t is

. acal.org because you are man alive, and you take sustenance and stimulation
into your alive man in a myriad ways. But to say that the message, or
the spirit which is communicated to you, is more important than

WHY THE NOVEL MATTERS
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Rumination 15

our livi . :
3 ving body, is nonsense, You might as well say that the potatl poet, who are all great masters of different bits of man alive, but

at dinner was more important.

absolute

‘}\‘.oth'slr;? is important but life. And for myself, I cal
se . e ’
¥ see life nowhere but in the living. Life with a capital L1 They are only tremulations on the ether. But the novel as a

never getthe whole hog.
The novel is the one bright book of life. Books are not life.

only man alive, - )
thafare ah-i, eve Even a cabbage in the rain is cabbage alive. All thing tremulationcan make the whole man alive tremble. Which is more
are amazing, And all things that are dead are subsidiaf] than poetry, philosophy, science, or any other book-tremulation can

t =y .
o the living. Better 3 live dog than a dead lion. But better 2 live liofl d0-

than a live dog. Cust 1y i/

Its i : :
i cfe:;‘ls kImpoislble to get a saint, or a philosopher, of
7 ¢k to this simpl :
renegades. The saint wish 5 tru.th' They are all, in a sens¢
wishes to offer himself up as spiritual food fol

the multitud : :
e. Even Francis ofAssisi turns himself into a sort 0

angel-cake, of which an i .
rather less than man auvzoﬁf b mgel-cakc ;

to his b Hive. And poor St Francis might well apologiZ
i Yoc:ldtyk,l I\\:lller; hfl is d)’ln%,: “Oh, pardon me, m§ body, thi wf:;g
The Phﬁo t ehYEars[ It was no wafer, for others to eat.
decides that nothizoi er, on the other hand, because he can think
he can make litle i .Hu; thoughts matter. It is as if a rabbit, becau’!
matter. As for the PIUs, should decide that nothing but little pil
as I am man 4J; i, hff has 3bsolutely no use for me so lof
) ve. To the scientist, I am dead. He puts under ¢he
me, and calls it me, He takes me to piece®
» and then another piece, is me. My heatt, m

all bee'n scientiﬂcally me, according to th
I am either 5 brain,

date in the ti ;
Now I absolutely flatly Sy

a mind, or an intel}j
bunch of glands, of

scientis

sclentist; and nowadays

something more up-to- or nerves, or glands, o
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The novel is the book of life. In this sense, the Bible is a
great confused novel. You may say, it is about God.But it is really
about man alive. Adam, Eve, Sarai, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Samuel,
David, Bath-Sheba, Ruth, Esther, Solomon, Job, Isaiah, Jesus, Mark,
Judas, Paul, Peter: what is it but man alive, from start to finish? Man
alive, not mere bits. Even the Lord is another man alive, in 2 burning
bush, throwing the tablets of stone at Moses’s head.
; I do hope you begin to get my idea, why the novel is
supremely important, as a tremulation on the ether. Plato makes the

. perfect ideal being tremble in me. But thats only a bit of me.

Perfection is only a bit, in the strange make-up of man alive. The
Sermon on the Mount makes the selfless spirit of me quiver. But
that, too, is only a bit of me. The Ten Commandments set the old
Adam shivering in me, warning me that[am a thief and a murderer,
unless T watch it. But even the old Adam is only a bit of me.

I very much like all these bits of me to be set trembling with
life and the wisdom of life. But I do ask that the whole of me shall
tremble in its wholeness, some time or other. And this, of course,
must happen in me, living.But as far as it can happen from a
communication, it can only happen when a whole novel
communicates itself to me. The Bible - but 2/the Bible - and Homer,
and Shakespeare: these are the supreme old novels. These are all
things to all men. Which means that in their wholeness they affect
the whole man alive, which is the man himself, beyond any part of
him. They set the whole tree trembling with 2 new access of life,
they do not just stimulate growth in one direction.

1 don’t want to grow in any one direction any more. And, if

I can help it, I don’t want to stimulate anybody else into some
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living body, to trim it down to your idea. True, you can put yourself
into ideal corsets. But even in ideal corsets, fashions change.
(Let us learn from the novel. In the novel, the characters can do
nothing but /ve. If they keep on being good, according to pattern,
or bad, according to pattern, or even volatile, according to pattern,
they cease to live, and the novel falls dead. A character in a novel has
gotto live, or it is nothing. We, likewise, in life have got to live, or we
are nothing,)

What we mean by living is, of course, just as indescribable
as what we mean by being. Men get ideas into their heads, of what
they mean by Life, and they proceed to cut life out to pattern.
Sometimes they go into the desert to seek God, sometimes they go
into the desert to seek cash, sometimes it is wine woman, and song,
and again it is water, political reform, and votes. You never know
what it will be next: from killing your neighbour with hideous bombs
and gas that tears the lungs, to supporting a Foundlings Home and
preaching infinite Love, and being co-respondent in a divorce.

In all this wild welter, we need some sort of guide. It's no
good inventing Thou Shalt Nots! What then? Turn truly, honourably
to the novel, and see wherein you are man alive, and whetein you are
dead man in life. You may love a2 woman as man alive, and you may
be making love to a woman as sheer dead man in life. You may eat
your dinner as man alive, or as a mere masticating corpse. As man
alive you may have a shot at your encmy. But as a ghastly simulacrum
of life you may be firing bombs into men who are neither your
enemies nor your friends, but just things you are dead to. Which is
criminal, when the things happen to be alive.

(To be alive, to be man alive, to be whole man alive: that is
the point. And at its best, the novel, and the novel supremely, can

help you. It can help you not to be dead man in life, So much of a

man walks about dead and a carcass in the street and house, today:

so much of women is merely dead. Like a pianoforte with half the
notes mute. But in the novel you can see, plainly, when the man goes
dead, the woman goes inett. You can develop an instinct for life, if
you will, instead of a theory of right and wrong, good and bad. In




/;mOiEE‘)I

18

\V}iw the Nowvel Maitters Rumination 19
hrc there is right and wrong
fight inlong WS ii,foud and bad_, all the time, Butwhat iSViolence on it because he understood the oneness of body a:nd sc.)ul
man bﬁCOmuig i éi v nothcr..And in the novel you see one f)nly then. In this sense, the Bible is about god b1:1t of man alive with
going dead because of h’is soil::ﬁ Oﬂ'll-s so-called goodness, anotherits §toriffs of Adam and Eve, and so on. According to Lawrence the
an instinct: byt o h : ed wickedness, Right and wrong is entire Bible, Homer, Shakespeare, are examples of the supreme old
i the whole consciousness jn a man, RoVel for they affect the whole man alive not a part of man as does
ce. And only in the novel are a/l things the scientist. "They set the whole tree trembling with a new access of
that life itself, and net in’ Ymay}ae given full play, when we realize life; they do not stimulate growth in one direction."
the full play of wo ert safety, is the reason for living, For out of Lawrence wrote emphatically that he did not want to grow
s in only one direction. The word of the Lord according to him is an
. |utterance of man and therefore fades away. However, nature on the
SU & ; ot.her hand regenerates itself. The withered grass grows greener after
IMARY : rains and flower fades to return as the bud. Therefore, since grass
renews its youth it is alive, it is not a mere word which was only a
tremulation in ether and which ceased to exist. He said that 'once
‘and for all' absolutes would have to be done away with because
it S S s | nothing is ab.solute: good or right."A]l things flow and change, ﬂ.‘i.d
: €ction titled Phoenix: even change is not absolute.' One lives because one does not remain
inert. When inertia sets in one ceases to be alive. In this change, any
fixed idea of one's own ego is meaningless for no figure can be
imposed on it for the sheer reason that everything is in 2 state of
flux. One creates an idea of oneself but it no good because it is not

Yy are on] : possible to clip one's living body to fit one's idea of it.
s : y tremul the . :
- emulation et In the novel, the characters can do nothing but live because

imed €an make th i
therefore ¢, il ;V:E’lol?lman 3.1:;: if they live according to pattern good, bad or volatile without change,
§b const the novel falls dead. "We likewise, in life have got to live, or we are
? nothing.' felt Lawrence. Men and women in today's world walk about

being, Lawrence said tﬁ They are able ton:fft‘):s R manalng oy dead, a carcass in the street or house, like a piano with half its notes
body, or a ming_ o, in,t at he denjeq that he ctonly one parti Uil mute They have nothing which can guide them but in the novel one
bunch of glands or ]:'lhgeﬂcf:, 01 a brajn o Was only a soul, of # 1 c3q gee plainly when the man or woman goes dead; the novel then
part, hence he js ! : v of Imself, The @ fiervous system, of 2 | can help man to 'develop an instinct for life ... instead of a theory of

man 1 Wh .
uSneth"'e 8reater thap hig Sot;lle & gr\::ajter ol right and wrong, good and bad.'
-0 * Anythi > OF Spirit or body Of Lawrence ends his essay with the assertion that life is full of

cites the example
: of I .
body in the bel; et thatt?hhan Saint Francis of 5 2 part of him. He rights and wrongs, good and bad but they are never absolutely so
When he was dying b € soul was of Utmost j Ssist who tortured hiS | forever. Perception of such instincts keeps changing. Right and wrong
¢ apologized ¢, his !Mportance. Howevely  is viewed as an instinct of the body, mind and spirit, indeed of the




Senate and m
arked inn
bunk Pompey in 49 B.é_ the beginning of the Civil War ¥
e (adj) : Nonsense,
son : Protestant cl
; ergym
Nitvana . a state of frfg iy

Capacity of
| ! mystj,
aSpirationg . ambitionsy

Better a Jive
d
08 than a deag lion : f . It
etter to * trom Ecclesiastes 9: 4

Ether ; :
her : atmosphere, Upper re

Francj e i ;
S of Assig;j . Italian Saiglllons of air beyond clouds.
Catholic Church, e 182-1220) reformed the Ro™

be aJ; ;
ve f:ven like 5 dog than to be a dead lio% .

Rumination 21

Christ) during Mass.
Moses : Dynamic figure of the Old Testament. He received the Ten

Commandments.
burning bush ... tablets of stone : A reference to Exodus 3 :2 -6

and 32:15-19
Adam ... Peter : All of them are important figures from the Bible.
Plato ... in me : Plato's theory of forms, which states that the
phenomenal world is one of imitation, touches the perfect
ideal being in Lawrence.
Ol1d Adam : Reference to Book of Common Prayer, which speaks
of 'the old Adam in this child' or referring to Christian belief of
human nature's natural tendency towards committing sin; man in

his unreduced state before the coming of Christ.
'the grass ... forever' : Quotes the Bible to illustrate his belief in

renewals
Wine, woman and song : Phrase believed to be used by Martin

Luther ("Wein, Weib and Gerang')
simulacrum : an image of something

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS

1. Why does Lawrence declare that the novelist is superior to
the saint, scientist, philosopher and poet?
2. How can the novel guide man to live life fully.




A PILGRIMAGE TO TAWANG

VERRIER ELWID
(1902-1963

LIFEANDWORKS

Verrier Holwin Elwin, an anthropologist,
ethnologist and tribal activist was born in 1902
Dover, England. His father was Edmund chr);
Elwin, Bishop of Sierra Leone. He received his
education from Dean Close School, Cheltenham
and later at Merton College, Oxford where he
obtained his degree of B.A, First class in English
Language and Literature, M. A. and D. Sc. He
was born in a devout Christian family and trained
to become an Anglican Priest and a missionary.
While at Oxford, he became interested in India
which perhaps helped him to take the dccisior:
to come to the country of his liking later on.

In 1926, he was appointed Vice-Principal
of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and in the followin
year, 1927, he became a lecturer at Mcrtor%
College, Oxford. Verrier Elwin met 5 missionar
by the name of ]. W. Winslow whose jnﬂuencz
changed his life forever. His love for India was
ah.ways there and in 1927, he came to India as a
missionary under Winslow It was his intention
to spread the gospel and on his arrival, he ioined
the Christian Society Service in I’une.,l-lis}fnzfc3
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connection with the tribes of India occurred when he visited central
India with an Indian from Pune, Shamrao Hivale. Central India then
consisted of the present states of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and parts of Eastern Maharashtra. Their findings about the tribes
of this region are the earliest anthropological studies of the country.
Elwin became deeply interested in the Gonad tribe of Madhya

" Pradesh and with his associate began to take an interest not only in

their lifestyle but also in the necessity to reform them.

In India, he came across books of Hindu philosophy, which
left its mark on him. The philosophies of Mahatma Gandhi and the
books of Rabindranath Tagore equally influenced him. At that time,
the Indian Freedom Movement was sweeping across the country
under the leadership of Gandhi. He got the opportunity to travel

. with great nationalists like Patel and Jamnalal Bajaj and learnt about
. the sufferings of the people of the country. He was drawn towards

Indian culture and gradually he drifted away from his faith and
ultimately left the Church. He met Gandhi at Sabarmati Ashram
and soon after, he began to wotk for Gandhi and the Indian National
Congress. In 1935 while at Gandhi's Ashram he converted to
Hinduism but two years later distanced himself from the Indian
National Congtess and from all forms of formal religion.

Long before that, Verrier Elwin had started to live like a
native with the tribals of Madhya Pradesh. He wanted to reform
them by banishing superstition and ignorance among them. This
agenda brought him up against the church and the British
government. In 1931, he resigned from the church; but the British
government harassed him in many ways creating obstacles in his
efforts at reformation. In1932 he started an ashram at Karanjiya
Village, he began to instruct the villagers about agriculture and opened
a pharmacy. Villagers from far and near and the tribals inhabiting
the forests came to his pharmacy. He had won the trust of the natives.
Later, he established another ashram at Chitrakoot, for the tribals
of Bastar. In 1940, he married Kosi, 2 Gond tribal and had two
children Jwahar and Vijoy. After nine years in 1949, in the tribal
tradition he married Lila, the daughter of a village head of Pathangad
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Arunachal Pradesh where his work had taken-HRONOLOGY

I . Birth of Verrier Elwin in Dover, England.

: At Merton College, Oxford.

: Appointed Vice-Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford.
: Appointed Lecturer at Merton College, Oxford.

Verrier departed for India as 2 missionary.

: Resigned from the church.

: Established ashram at Karanjia village.

: Embraced Hinduism but two years later distanced himself
from all forms of formal religion.

: Married Kosi, 2 Gond tribal woman

: First Deputy Director of Anthropological Survey of India.

: Appointed Anthropological Adviser. Got of NEFA.

: Married Lila, daughter of a village head in NEFA.

: Death of Verrier Elwin

: The Tribal World of Verrier Elwin autobiography published

f 1965 : Awarded The Sahitya Akademy for his autobiography written

in English.

TEXT
A PILGRIMAGE TO TAWANG

Tawang, with its great monastery in a beautiful upland valley in a
corner between Bhutan and Tibet, came into world-news as the first
place of importance visited by the Dalai Lama, when he sought
political asylum in India four years ago. It came again, more tragically,
into the headlines when it was captured by the Chinese and yet again
as the scene of rejoicing when, it was reoccupied by its Lamas and
the Indian administrators a few weeks later.

Tawang is a long way off, and when I went there the journey
had to be made on foot or pony; now a wonderful mountain road
makes it accessible. Lila and T went there in May 1956 and, since we
covered the exact route taken by the Dalai Lama and his party when
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hat; Lila had a red shirt, a black coat, an apron decorated with gay
brocade, ornamental boots, and a charming, brilliantly coloured little
hat which was perched on the side of her head — she looked
enchanting, ;

From Bomdi La, escorted by a very dear friend, R.S. Nag,
who was then Political Officer, and a fine young anthropologist,
Sachin Roy, we went along a river valley to Dirang, eighteen miles
away, which is one of the prettiest places I have ever seen. Monpa
houses are substantial twostorey stone buildings, and here they are
perched picturesquely on a number of small hills between which
runs a lovely little stream of crystal-clear water. There are several
Buddhist temples and other buildings which house prayer-wheels
and grindstones worked by water. The great prayer-wheels, like the
flags fluttering in the breeze, repeat endlessly (if inaudibly) the sacred
words Om Mani Padnie Hum.

In the middle of the village is an imposing old fort (dzong)
and above it is a temple where we made our camp. This is a fine
building with an upper storey containing many small images of the
Buddha and a little library in which Lila and I were accommodated.
Below, there was another room with some large images whete the
rest of our party stayed. It was refreshing to be in a really natural
religious environment, in a temple where you could put up your
camp-bed and sleep under the gentle and compassionate gaze of

the statues, In Buddhism religion is not a thing apart from life: itis a

part of it.
At Dirang we first met the Abbot of Tawang who happened

to be staying there on his way to his monastery. This Abbot is one
of the few real saints that one may meet in a lifetime. Looking at
him, the phrase 'the beauty of holiness' came jnto my mind. Gentle,
courteous, simple, luminous with inner joy, he is a completely
charming personality and every time I met him I felt the better for

it.

A mile or so outside Dirang we experienced the first of the
welcomes with which the local people greet visitors. There were the
Head Lama and his band of trumpeters (some of the trumpets were
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As we continued our march from Dirang the country got
more and more beautiful, the mountains became higher, snow peaks
appeared, and now as we approached any village people lit fires of
aromatic leaves and branches to greet us. At Senzedzong, where the
Dalai Lama halted on his journey, we had a wonderful reception on
a broad plateau under the towering Se La mountains. It was a perfect

' day and the colour, the beauty of the scenery, the picturesque

a . 4 _ :
owers, in | delightful people, the trumpets, the dignified ceremonial were

coloured carpets of |
unforgettable.

Now we had to cross the Se La Pass, over 14,000 feet high.
We had been warned that the way was stecp, that we should not be
able to breathe, that it was sure to rain. And alas, rain it did, both on
our way up and our way back but, though we could not see the

distant views, it was a memorable climb. At the top, where we had a

picnic lunch, there are twin lakes or tarns which are called the 'Eyes

of God'.
When we reached our little camp by a stream, half —way

down the other side, we found our tent had been made by the Monpas
into a sort of bower of flowers, most beautifully done.
' But flowers do not keep out the cold. It was the smallest
tent I have ever been in; it was pouring with rain, and at about 12,000
feet we had the coldest night I had known for a long while. But at
sunset Lila and I had a wonderful time picking wild strawberies.
Then we went on for another twenty miles to Tawang, From
a distance of fifteen miles we got the first view of the great monastery
riding like a ship on its hillside, 10,000 feet above sea level, and as we
approached we had a dozen receptions in little villages along the
way. As we drew nearer Tawang, the Prior and some of the senior
monks in their splendid robes and impressive hats of yellow cloth
came three miles out to meet us. The following day, May the 24th,
Buddha Purnima, 2,500th anniversary of the birth of the Buddha,
we visited the monastery: there could not have been a more auspicious

moment.
We were met at the entrance of the monastery by the Prior

and other monks; scarves were exchanged; trumpets were blown,
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same casual atmosphere which conceals so much dignity and
protacol. There were the little narrow streets dividing the tall houses
where the monks had their cells. There was the dignified common-
room whete the leading Lamas met to decide monastic policy and
affairs. There was a great kitchen, and I especially noticed the
enormous tea-pots in which the Lamas make their butter-tea. The
courtyards were paved and there were many horses about. In a
basement below the library was a large room in which were kept the
great boxes containing the masks and elaborate dresses used for
ceremonial dances, and even a printing-press. Printing was a laborious
business. Books here are in the shape of long narrow rectangles and
every page carved separately on wooden blocks.

This pilgrimage, as I have always called it, meant something
much more to me than the ordinary official tour. I had always been
interested in Buddhism and inspired by much of its teaching: now it
became teal to me. These few weeks brought a definite change in

my life, a step forward in spiritual realization.

SUMMARY :

Tawang is a picturesque place situated in 2 corner between Bhutan

and Tibet. It is famous for a number of reasons. First, for its Buddhist

monastery in a beautiful upland valley; secondly, because it was the
hich the Dalai Lama visited when he

first place of importance, W.
sought asylum four years ago; and thirdly, because it was captured
by the Chinese in 1962 and 2 later ,because it was re-occupied by the

Lamas and the Indian administrators after a few weeks .
Verrier Elwin and his second wife Lila went to Tawang in

the month of My 1956, following the very route, which the Dalai
Lama had used, but in the reverse order. Then the only way to travel
was on foot or pony; but later mountain road made it more easily
accessible. _

Tawang being a long way off, they started from Tezpur, and
drove to Charduar at the foot of the mountains and then upwards
by car towards Bomdi La. The Dalai Lama had been greeted by two
hundred journalists when he had arrived at Tezpur; he had also
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had the same welcome for them and Elwin describes in colourful
detail about the way the Monpa tribe showed their hospitality towards
visitors. He also mentions their habit of sticking out their tongue as
a way of greeting. His impression of the tribe was a favourable one:
they were courteous, gentle and friendly.

The same ceremonial welcome was extended to them at
Sinzedong, a plateau under the Se La Mountains, where the Dalai
Lama had halted on his journey. They crossed the Se La pass, which
is 14,000 feet high and came across twin lakes called the 'Eyes of
God', It rained as they crossed the pass and climbed halfway down
the other side where at a height of 12,000 feet the Monpas
constructed their tiny tent like a bower of flowers. Though beautiful,
they spent a very cold night and the next day proceeded to Tawang
twenty miles away. They got their first glimpse of the monastery
while they were fifteen miles away. It stood on the hillside like a
huge ship 10,000 feet above sea level. When they arrived, the villagers
and the Prior with some senior monks resplendent in their ceremonial
robes and hats accorded them a ceremonial welcome.

The following paragraphs of the essay are devoted to a
description of the monastery. It had a huge courtyard and the main
temple contained a huge statue of the Buddha along with smaller
images. Here they witnessed the Mahayana type of Buddhism with
strong Tantric elements. He saw images of demons, great saints,
Rinpoche, scrolls, flags, temple-hangings bells and lights, human
thighbones used as trumpets, rich carpets and the traditional artificial
lights, which illuminated the temple in a rich and sombre
magnificence. Since the next day was Buddha Purnima 24 May, the
2,500-birth anniversary of the Buddha the monks were sitting in

long rows in the temple chanting prayes. A thousand lamps were lit,

the ground was decorated with motifs made of coloured butter, and
the walls were decorated with a thousand small images of the Buddha
made from butter. They offered scarves,

Buddha.
The monastery had a library, which possessed rare Buddhists

scriptures, called the Getompa, consisting of eight volumes-three

as is the custom to the
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with obvious wonder; the love and the hospitality granted to him,
and his wife touches him deeply. Both, his spiritual quest and his

H ;

4 spirit of adventure are fulfilled by coming to Tawang. Here he learns
' 2 lot more about Buddhism, a faith that had always interested him.

% At the end-of the essay he writes that, this journey had brought a

'definite change' in his life and that it was 'a step forward in spiritual

' realization.'

Viewed as travel literature Verrier Elwin's essay gives us
geographical information about Tawang's position in India,
documents its height, its climate, its flora and most importantly about
the Monpa tribe who inhabit this region Being more of an
anthropologist than an essayist he does not focus only on the beautiful
but is critical and factual. He places Tawang historically giving us a

' brief but important historical background of the region. An

Englishman who had voluntarily become an Indian citizen he
compares the atmosphere of the Buddhist monastery at Tawang to
Oxford and Cambridge and finds a similar solemnity of purpose in
both. He calls his journey to Tawang a Pilgrimage for it gave him a
sense of inner peace and perhaps brought him closer to Buddhism.

ANNOTATIONS
Tawang : District in Arunachal Pradesh, home to the Monpa tribe.
A popular tourist destination situated at a height of 3500

meters above sea level

Monastery : The residence of a religious community, especially of
monks living in seclusion.reference.to Buddhist monks here.

Dalai Lama : Religious head of the Tibetan Buddhists who has
been living in India since 1959 because of political difference
between Tibet and China. Winner of prestigious Nobel Prize
for peace.

Captured by Chinese : Reference to 1962 Sino-Indian War when
the Chinese occupied Tawang and Bomdi La. Later they
were driven back after the declaration of unilateral ceasefire,




Precipi : i
pices : a vertical o Steep face of rock, cliff or mountaift

Dimdam fji i

es : e

Insects whose bite Poisonous and leaves §
Wherever it stin \

Rhodod : i |
endrons : Byg, like ﬂOWering plant. Blossoms are |
Anthropologist "O
: One wh i
P and societjes, e g D — 1 |
fayer-wheels : Used b B i
are chanted, i it
Abl?ot *Head of , Mmonaste
te scarf . Used to o

It is rotated while the pr

Se La Pags ; g, '
: t ;
Bower of flower: 'e:l s::;,]:e:jght Of 13700 meters above sea 1¢f
Prior ; ed place j ‘
T i the superjo, officer olz' ac:elllilg?oglj: c}i:l; :nclosec(li bg flo
use or orde

Mah :
T lsect o Buddhjgp,, the other pe

3 e a.
Getompa ; Sacred £ Of paper espec:iall;u\:.rgjt:}I;I ?ﬁgi; on’
Lamas . Monks Criptureg
Protocol 3

lities
av;;)f ALy Pfocedure, group etc:

e ’ :
TEXTUAL QUESTIONS €n Teincarnated jn another b

h_i .
S Joumey to TaWang a Pﬂgﬂmﬂge?
ture,

S esg
ay as traye] liter,

NOTES ON NATIONALISM
GEORGE ORWELL
(1903-1950)

Lire AND WORKS - .
George Orwell, pseudonym of Eric Arthur Bla}r
was the second child of Richard Walmesley Blair
and Ida Mabel Blair (nee Limouzin). He was born
on 25 June at Motihari, Bengal (now Bil.mr) where
his father served as a sub-deputy opium agent
for the Indian Civil Service under the Bnm};

ernment. He had an older sister name
lg\/?a:j orie and a younger sister named Avril. When
he was one, in 1904, his mother brm:lght him to
England where he received his educguon. He met
his father briefly in 1907 and then in 1912 after

he had retired. :
A He entered the Anglican Parish School

of Henley in 1908 when he was five yeats old.
After two years, he entered the prestigious St.
Cyprian's School in Sussex. Blair studied on a
scholarship, which allowed his parents to pay
only half of the usual fees. He was a
meritorious student with a zeal for acquiring
knowledge and he won scholarships to both
Wellington and Eton Colleges. From 1917 to
1821, he was a King's Scholar at Eton. He was
'relatively happy there because it allowed its
students some independence. However, his

B T T
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| took up a teaching job at Fray's College, West
he fell ill with pneumonia after a soaking in the

thwold in 1934. He began to work.on

George Orwell. He

academic performance suffered; his reports showed that he mig London. However,

not be able to procure further scholarshj : &
is meriad Rlai ps for higher studies. Dufl 2in an tur
this period, Blair developed a resentment for angd resistanf:e agail d had to sern 10 Sov

authority. . . | another novel with the experience gained as a teacher. After

later(::cya;l{: ;l:i:i:;zzﬁ &l;;ds with 2 number of individuals completing the novel Clergy man's Daughter he returned to London

After his own d ectuals. . . and joined as part-time assistant in 'Booklover's Corner', a second-

middle class'. The hatdleig:ipgfn’ his family belonged to the 'upfl| hand book-shop. He socialised a lot too in the evening after W'orking

education a:.ld B}l;.ix d © means to see him through univﬂ% in the bookshop in the afternoons. He started work on his next

him : aPpeued for an examination, which secuf ing. A Clergyman's Daughter was
a place in the Indian Imperial Force, Burma. His grandm

novel, Keep the Aspidistra Flying. iews for the 'New English
' ' blished in 1935; he also started writing reviews for the INew Sng s
: hvzd at Moulm?lr}, Burma and he arrived at Rangoon and then aft Weeldy' and
undergoing training at Mandalay, accepted his position in 192

mmal

Weekly' and "News Chronicle'. In the same year, he met his future
wife Eileen O'Shaughnessy. His Burmese Days was finally published

.
i idreal%mya, ?e first of several postings. Blair was responsible for?| in1935. He married Eileen in 1936. The Road to -W_igaﬂ Pier appe?.red Y
g rcliare o 200,000 people who served under him. He wo in 1937 after a lot of investigation and observation of the mines,
il sincerely :cu.'ld energetically but he soon grew to hate th;a impet: social conditions and leftist organisations in economically depressed
4 of the British crown, He resigned from service in 1927 andl:'eturﬂ Northern England. Then the political crisis began in Spain and he
‘ : to England. | decided to go to Spain. It was his intention to fight with the

revolutionaries against the fascists, but after his experience there, he

and his wife had to flee for theit lives as they were suspected to be
fascists. They escaped and returned of England in 1937. The
communist 'Daily Worker' attacked The Road to Wigan Pier misquoting
Orwell as saying that "the working tlasses smell.' His views on the
Spanish Civil War were not accepted. His health deteriorated and in
1938, he was diagnosed with Tuberculosis. He recovered and in 1938,
Homage to Catalonia, which recorded his experience in Spain, was

. . ioh wi 1l and his wife left for
se Days, 1 . er? published. To avoid the English winter Orwe ‘ !
ys. He started his carect” French Morocco where he began to wotk on his novel Coming Up

]
Lo 'a Journalist with articles published in Fr ot '
L GK's Weekly.' In 1929, ie fell ill and r:s;;,mgafge Monde ® 1 Eor Air that was published in 1939. The same yeat his father Richard
b .hls essay ‘The Spike' to New Adelphi' magazin, to di ndon. Hlei b expired. When the World War II broke, Eileen began to Work for
i in 1929, Blair began to write reviews for th can l.t was pub sk;b the Censorship Department London and Orwell also volunteered
il teaching children ptivately. 'A Hanging' ¢ magaz.me and to0 4| to work but he was declared medically unfit. He wrote essays for
a0ging appeared in 1931 Aug”; Inside the Whale, films and books for ‘The Listener' ‘Time and Tide'
'New Adelphi' 'Hortizon' and reviews for plays. He joined the Home
Guard and later in 1941 became full time employee of BBC's Eastern
Service. He introduced "Voice' a literary programme for his Indian

Blair decided to become a writer and ag,

Ic::f (%eorge 9:well. His name embodies his 125262)?38?::: o

K , nghsh' ttad.mon. George was the patron saint of England aid O

i‘ ‘ l;v.vfa,s a river in Suffol.k. In 1927, he shifted to London and lived

. € a tramp, collecting experiences of the life Jed by the poo?
1 People of London. He documented them ) calle

in an essay called

| : and 'HO Pickine® .

! I: e jOineE:l I-;:ku:}% appeafed in October 1931 in 'New Statesm?’

] teacher b wittorne High School for Boys in West London 55
t but returned to his parent's home at Southwold in 1932. £

a esSa [} .
| y Chnk' i $on ! HI .
| end g K v published in'Adelphi' in 1932, His first novel D'

and London appeared in 1933 under his pseudon
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vt:::aoaldc]::z:‘ljljcs which ended in 1943, I 1941, The Lion and the Uniat
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CHRONOLOGY

1904 | ‘Tic Arthur Blair is born on 25 June,

1908-191 :S Mother brings Eric A, By, t

o England
1911-191¢ 2

115t poem, 'Awakel Young Men of England'

published.

1917-1921: King's Scholar at Eton.

1922-1927: Serves in Indian Imper

1927 .

.1 : : TR 9171928 ¢ Lives a bohemian life in Paris.
7). 1t was published in 1945, in Bﬂw1929 . Palls ill and returns to London.

Eileen died in 1945 while she was unddqgsy .

orrhage but survived. H¢ 1935 :
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al Police in Burma Resigns in

1927. .
Goes to London and lives like a tramp.

Essay 'The Spike' published in "New Adelphi' magazine
'A Hanging' 'Hop-Picking' published
Joins Hawthorne High School for Boys as a teacher.
'Chink' published. :

First novel Down and Ont in Paris and London published.
Joins Fray's College, West London as teacher

Falls ill with pneumonia and returns to his parent's house
at Southold. .

A Clergyman's Danghter (Novel) published.

Meets future wife Eileen O'Shaughnessy.

Burmese Days (Novel) published.

Marries Eileen O'Shaughnessy.

The Road to Wigan Pier published o
Joins the revolutionaries in Spain. Shot at by Fascist sniper

in throat Escapes from Spain with Eileen.
Returns to England.

Joins the Independent Labour Party.
Hormage to Catalonia published.

Diagnosed with Tuberculosis

1939 :  Coming Up for Air published
1940 : Inside the Whale published.
1941 : The Lion and the Unicorn published

1941-1943: Works for BBC's Eastern Service.

1943 : Joins "Tribune' as Literary Editor.
Mother dies.
1944 : Adopts son, Richard Horatio Blair.
1945 : Eileen dies.
1945 : _Animal Farm published.
' 1946 : Critical Essays published. "Why I Write' and 'Politics and
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- : English Lan J . low death of the elephant presents an
] guage’ published, ilof the narrator and the slow : :
o 1945-1946: Suffers from Tubircul ¢ lallegory of imperialism.' Very often, his essays as we]l.as hls.novels
' 1947 . Setd . 0sis. sence rather than inventiveness
(o + Settles down in Jura, small island ; . || depended more on personal experien L tha
| - 1947 : Ni Ly 0 sland in the Hebrides. : ricised as unimaginative. Other essays
[ * Nineteen Eighty-four publj | for which Orwell has been criticised 2 .
o 1950 published, - . . :nclude, 'England, Your England
. :Mm : Death of Geotge Orwell., | with autobiographical elements ;xfx ude, B fh até V. Wedgewood
o : ' s.! Jefferson says . Ve i
1 ORWELL As AN Essavist | and 'Such, Such Were the Joys.'] O ot of compassion’, which

/| found a 'powerful concealed under o onal pover!
. o : : i their 'hard, unemo .
"laran e is, an essayist becal‘?% e hls(;uml])ll;g;zfz)ph:;:lt:: ::Zspo]itical belief in his novels and his -
O : . e tifll TWeE. . tel
Popular acclaim enjoyed by his t¥; essays. They exhibit his frustration corolcf':rr.ung the. pohtlc.al
. 1| developments of the time. His anti-imperialistic stand is seen in

Orwell is more famous as a novelist th
m; of the tremendous critical and

:’Eporter th'an a novelist.' Queenie Leavis drew attention to the )
aat Otwell's non-fiction was closely related to hjs personal expeﬁeﬁé.lf

and was based on inde
, pendent thought, M; . .
essayist and journalist he was incompz:lrablel:ggmdge wrote, ‘AS

~ His critical essays on Swift D; i
| : 3 leen s Gissi Ki lig
Koestler and Henry Miller are essential foran in.fjept;f f:::g;rstal:l i

erters. His essay on Chatles Dickens is one of the Ciﬂi"s{l }

¥
o
i
i

5

;fteoc;trlcal In nature, AcFording to George Woo&cock, his essays il
is €€ groups-autobiographical, critical anq 'lastly the third gr0
fmore 'heterogeneous and less easy ..." to define,
contain Sh,(.)t'fting an Elephant' records Orwe]l's days in Burma aﬂdf'
. S avivid portrayal of the nature of Britjgh imperialism, Whi®))
. a%’?W to d.e’test. Jeffrey Meyers states that, "Though Forster W10
reverbShO?ung an Elephant' is forceful but flat and witho® i
Ctations, the accurate detail of the setting, the moral dilem® |

.. i1 Burmese Days and 'Shooting
i B England's poverty shocked him, and :
/| evident in The Road to Wigan Pier, whi

i1 practice of socialism could not bring

" Movement. He developed a deep

an Elephant'. On his return home,
his anti-capitalistic belief became
ch was published soon after. It
¢ to show that the theoretical
change in the lives of the

working class. When the Civil War broke in Spain, he decided to

fight with the revolutionaries against the fascists. However, he was

himself suspected to be a fascist and he escaped from Spain with his
wife. He wrote, 'We started off by being heroic flefendets .of
democracy and ended by slipping over the border with the poh;:e
panting on our heels.' After this experience he felt that anyone who

was i Spain, 'dusing the months when people stil believed in the

revolution will never forget that strange and moving experience ... I
t really believe in Socialism,

things and at las
have seen wonderful gs 1 that Stalin had installed

which I never did before.' He discovere . "
number of devoted workers within the revolutionary cadres to

eliminate the leading spirits of the revolution. He became
disillusioned with Russif antc)l accepted the fact that Stalin had betrayed
them. He wrote, 'T have been convinced that the destruction oii tl.le
Soviet myth was essential if we wanted a revival of the Socialist
-rooted distrust of the left-
intelligentsia and denounced totalitariagism. He believed that society
needed re-casting and was genuinely-concerned for the futurf: of
the world. He issued a timely warning through his novels Animal

was a deliberate attempt on his par
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as the social critic of the 1930's the essayist and political satirist of
the 1940's and the austere yet gentle figure whom Trilling called a
"Virtuous man' and Pritchett named 'the conscience of his generation'
in the 1950's, culminate in a more unified view in the 1960's and
1970's. Orwell is now considered important for his social, political,
literary and personal qualities, and has been placed beside Johnson,

Blake and Lawrence in the English tradition of prophetic moralists.'
His concerns influenced other writers to take up the cause of poverty;
his political essays and journalism inspired writers in England and
America while his cultural essays influenced sociological writers like
Richard Hoggart and Malcolm Bradbury. His essays sought to bring
about revolutionary changes in thinking and he was successful in

achieving it.
Had Orwell never written Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-

four, he would still be renowned for his 'brilliant essays' and 'trenchant
journalism.' John Rodden opines that he is in agreement with Irving
Howe that Orwell was, 'the best English essayist since Hazlitt, perhaps
since Dr. Johnson, the greatest moral force in English Letters.'

ORWELL's PROSE STYLE
Orwell has written a large number of exceptional essays, which might
have earned him a reputation similar to that which he experienced
after the publication of Animal Farm: A Fairy Story and Nineteen Eighty-
Jour. His 'A Hanging' and 'Shooting an Elephant' are accepted classics
for the political, social and cultural wealth of information. "The Spike'
is about boarding houses for the homeless, 'Bookshop Memories'
about second hand bookshops and 'Matrakech' expose Moroccan
life. His critical essays of Pope, Carlyle, Dickens and Melville are
essential to an understanding of the writers'. His political essays,
which appeared in the 1940,'s established him as a 'supreme’ essayist
among his contemporaties.

Most of his essays are an outcome of his personal expetience
though the critical ones display his intellectual powers. Whatever be
the subject matter it is to his credit that the style he chose with
which he exposed his topic was appropriate. He wrote with lucidity
and ease; making the essays appear highly imitable. However, anyone
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Orwell uses metaphor, simile and imagery bu.t as %w had'

said himself, 'the sole aim of a metaphor is to callupa vlsn'xal image."
In The Lion and the Unicorn Orwell's comment on Sir Oswald

'He was hollow as a jug’' He was against state metaphor,

Mosley i
il s nly fresh ones could evoke the

simile and imagery and“said that o
desired effect. ! :
Thought was more important to Orwell than any method

of writing. John Rodden believes, Tt is Sharpness of thinking, not

elements of style which Orwell intends to enact for and instill in
tyle when -

readers. Richard Rees states, 'The secret of his prose s.
compared to most contemporary prose is like a c.leat mg stream
ts source is in 2 mind and heart
of excepti urity and nobility. oo ;
ei?i:iﬂxirerzaonal, info:tynal and colloquial quality of prose
prompts Jeffrey Meyers to suggest that, 'his informal and colloqx?al
quality makes him a writer of the masses rather than thc:classeg. It
instilled his prose with vigour.

In 'Shooting an Elephant’
like a Sahib,' 'A Whiteman mustn't of 1
"The owner was only an Indian and could do .nothmg. Su.ch.
observations show Orwell's capacity for humout, irony ar'ld Samf‘
While writing biographies he preferre.d the '.analytlcal and
interpretative method rather than one of wit ?nd plety. -

The fact that Orwell was a working ]Ourna.llst co?lczl have
helped him to develop a style, which seems simple bl'Jt is sophisticated.
It would be right to agree with Laurence Brander, Orwc;ll l'.ne!ped to
carry on two great traditions in Engljsh. prose. He was an ln'dlvlduahst
and he cared for prose style. He did his work at a time “fhen
individualism was as unpopular as evet and whe.n mote crude \?mung
than ever before was getting into print. English is a very difficult
language 'to manage and few succeed in writing it well. Orwell
managed it with great skill concentrating his energies to

he wrote, 'A Sahib has got o act
be frightened in front of natives,’

pamphleteering. By the time, he wrote his later essays hehad tempere'd
his style into a strong, fine supple instrument. He wotked on .hls
ptose in the furnace of his intellect until it became a clear reflection
of his character and what he had to say.' His words ‘thought crime'
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Nationalism, on the other hand, is inseparable from the desire for
alist is to secure more

power. The abiding purpose of every nation
power and more prestige, not for himself but for the nation or other

il e unit in which he has chosen to sink his own individuality.

So long as it is applied merely to the more notorious and
ments in Germany, Japan, and other
with 2 phenomenon

de, nearly all of us
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. NOTES ' identifiable nationalist move
ON NATION ALISM countries, all this is obvious enough. Confronted

' like Nazism, which we can observe from the outsi

|
Somewhe
re or other B
i and temarks in pass; yron makes use of the E would say much the same things about it. But here I must repeat
) 1‘ have the word “l: S}ng that though in Engla ::-‘lench word longeuh | what T said above, that I am only using the word ‘nationalism’ for
i SRs thing j gland we happen not t | lack of a better. Nationalism, in the extended sense in which I am
d tendencies as

Same wy th ; ) In consj t
- R pEbitoh mind which ISZI:\I:,IZ PI'O'fus]on. In the = using the word, includes such movements an
every subject. |, o W_Idespread that Comrm:'lmsm, political Catholicism, Zionism, Antisemitism,
r‘ i » but which has notyet || Trotskyism and Pacifism. It does not necessarily mean loyalty to a
[ using it i LR eeel ignejﬁi‘;dent I have chosefl || governmentora country, still less‘to .one’s own country, and it is not
speaking about does n nary sense, if only be, ment that Jam not ~ €ven strictly necessary that the units in w :
otalways atty ause the emotion I am exist. To name a few obvious examples, JeW1Y; Islam, Christendom,

hich it deals should actually

|
l .
‘ that js chits
| a le > | H j
5 3 Church; single race or 2 geogtaphica] to what is called a nation | the Proletariat and the White Race are all of them objects of
| i3 ¥ * . AR . . . ¢
; e a class, or it may work in 3 al‘lea_ It can attach jtself to passionate nationalistic feeling: but their existence can be seriously
f o . er . i i iti
{ loyalty, g or other and without the peeq (; Y Negative sense, against questioned, and there is no definition of snyoneoh SR BR RS
_ . or any positive object 0 be universally accepted.
It is also worth emphasising once again that nationalist feeling

e, for example, Trotskyists who have

By ‘nationalism’ I mean §
without developing a

h : 1r 1
Man beings can be classified h'LS(f of all the habit of assuming can be purely negative. There ar

become simply enemies of the US.S.R.

I of mill; .
\{ ‘gozlclll’hs:l‘sbog’tms of millions of Peogli:n:eqs and that whole blocks 2 :

— I me ad'(1). But secondly — anq 2 be confidently labelled FO“?SP?ndmg loy.alty to any other unit. When onc grsb* ; i

W an the habit of identi o § Is much more important implications of this, the nature of what I mean by nationalism

I i tlgmt, Placing it beyond goadg 0nest:31f with 2 single nation Of becorr}es a good deal clearer. A nationalist is one who thinks solely,
| el an that of 4 i mand evil and tecognising no other or matqu, in terms of competitive prestige. He may be 2 posit'l\lre ot
| i sed with patriotism Both terests, Nationalism isg be 2 negative nationalist — that is, he may use his mental energy either
Y that any definition is I words are norp, e not to in boosting or in denigrating — but at any rate his thoughts always

W 4 diggine : n is liable to e challen A d sed in so vague turn on victories, defeats, triumphs and humiliations. He sees history,

OPposing Fii n between them, since o dgie , but one must especially contemporary history, as the endless rise and decline of

Patticy],, plac A mVOIV.'Cd By ‘patriotism’ | fferent and even great power units, and every event that happens seems to him a

€ best i the and a particular way of Jife wp; r}?eaﬂ devotion to 2 demonstration that his own side is on the upgrade and some hated

iotj ¢ world but has no wish t(; foxl::-e one believes to be rival is on the downgrade. But finally, it is important not to confuse
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| e worshj :

o g;(:}? the Principle of s(i:is:ll)lr) gais‘_’(?ccss. The nationalist do basffd in nearly every case not on a study of probabilities but ona
. e € contrary, having picked his 8 Up with the s trongest desm? to make the US.S.R. seem good or bad, strongmtwegk. Political
.:ﬁ}',',‘ € strongest, and s abe ¢ Side, he persyades himself - or military commentators, like astrologers, can survive almost any

(! ﬂ r ate overwhelmingly © stick to his beljer even when the mistake, because their more devoted followers do not look to them

v tempered by self-decepgzl: sg him, ationalism jg ‘2\::r-h for an appraisal of the facts but for the stimulation of fxau'onalistic

( agrant dishonesty but he 1; achry Nationaljst jg Capali e of the loyalties(3). And aesthetic judgements, especi.al.ly literary judgements,

T comoting g b dho—snceh oo % ] ot corpted n the s vy 1 PR L O Y

H the right. mself — Unshakegp) cons g i difficult for an Indian Nationalist to enjoy reading Kipling or fora

,i/;‘ Now that 1 v given y certain of b Conservative to see merit in Mayakovsky, ar:ld there is :ilways a

| be admitt, given this len . - temptation to claim that any book whose tendency one Cisagrees
‘{ J! , among ﬁ,:dEt:;Ii :ille i::fl-t of m.ind I arfth ta{k?;::;t:)on,'l thdmeks it with must be a bad book from a literary point (?f view. People of
s among the mass of g lligentsia, anq more v ut is widesp strongly na.nonalistic outlook. often perform this sleight of hand

‘,fmm;yj ~ contemporary pol € people. For ose wh espread there® without being conscious of dishonesty.
L Comemporcy polis, cein opis s o0 (e despy 2| 1o agland i onesmply consders B L0 T
C is al lons of.presthe that a genujne} >€come so infected involved, it is probable that the dominant form of nationalism is
i might :;t impossible. Out of the hundt};;auonal approach to old-fashioned British jingoism. Itis certain that this is still widespread,
] ! r00se, take this question; Which, S of examples-that and much more so than most observers would have believed a dozen
f | years ago. However, in this essay I am concerned chiefly with the

US.S.R. B o Of i

Germar; ?f;tal:lhand d?e USA» has contriby, tﬂ:ie three great allies,”
;anye In theory, it should e Possible c:_-o ;oa to the dez

. Ve a reasone

reactions of the intelligentsia, among wh
patriotism of the old kind are almost dead, though they now seem
to be reviving among a minority. Among the intelligentsia, it hardly

~ needs saying that the dominant form of nationalism is Communism
— using this word in a very loose sense, tO include not merely
Communist Party members, but ‘fellow travellers’ and russophiles
generally. A Communist, for my purpose here, is one who looks
upon the US.SR. as his Fatherland and feels it his duty t justify
Russian policy and advance Russian interests at all costs. Obviously
such people abound in England today, and their direct and indirect -

|

/

- ! Who is indifferent ¢
- 0n it is probabl o the W!.‘Ole subject invojyeq i influence is very great. But many other forms of nationaliem #ho
probably worthless in any case. H , and whose opi?* flourish, and it is by noticing the points of resemblance between

different and even seemingly opposed currents of thought that one

can best get the matter into perspective. i
"Ten or twenty years ago, the form of nationalism most closely

corresponding to Communism today was political Catholicist, Its
most outstanding exponent—though he was perhaps an extreme

| failyye ; -

. t(:‘i::]eeuz ourtime of politcal and military pre e, " e o
P a sing] ct that out of al the ‘experts’ of all the sch ol s Cuﬂn
i | o gle one who was able to foresee so lik, ely ools, there was
. / ( v tman Pact of 1939(2). And when news an event a5 the Rus®

m . . o
0st wildly divergent explanations were of lt:] ¢ Pact bmke’a,;
Were given, b

immediately, b

=

Predictions were made which were falsified almosy
N
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| mcessanﬂy sin ) It— a5 5 lang of Catholic peasant
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(9] 1 ol
verestJmatlon of French s went not only an C‘ﬂormous

s Maintineq that Fryp. t;ry Power (both before and after 1914
but a sﬂly an €,

: Vulgar glogig . Stronger than Germany)
; | gh:sterton’s batt] poexgns ;ﬁz;tlon € actual process of WiE
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;and that settled the matter. Nor did Chesterton ever find a word to
\isay about imperialism and the conquest of coloured races Wall'lien
they were practised by Italians or Frenchrnen: His hold on re ?:
!his literary taste, and even to some extent his mo.ral sense, we
di . , i ionalistic loyalties were involved.
 dislocated as soon as his nationalis ¥ : R
| Obviously there are considerable resemblances be :

. il
political Catholicism, as exemplified by Chesterton, .and Co_Inrsnuc:x:tir;:l
So there are between either of these and for instance Sc

o i be an
nationalism, Zionism, Antisemitism or Txotslesn}' It wout}lld 4

| t] . a
' oversimplification to say that all forms of nationalism are the same,

even in their mental atmosphere, but there are certain rules that

' hold good in all cases. The following are the principal characteristics

i i ught: : ; :
of natlot(l)all;lzlil; f As niearly as possible, no nam?na‘hst cwfre;itshlcr)lkS,
talks, or writes about anything except tl_ua SapeHoEy ?:ion a]ist“:)l
pow:ar unit. It is difficult if not impossible f(;‘r. any ;1:; e
conceal his allegiance. The smallest slur upon his ow: :

| izati im with uneasiness which
implied praise of a rival organization, fills him w.

t
he can relieve only by making some sharp fet?‘rt'“{;lm:nf;:ﬁ;i]:i
's an actual country, such as Ircland or e virtue, but
Superiority for it not only in military power age I:he physical beauty
in art, ﬁterature, sport, structure o 1:'I:-le langu i enery and COOking.
of the inhabitants, and perhaps even in Chma;:’t:in Zs the correct
He will show great sensitiveness abotJ:t suc’(mcl th;gsorder e
display of flags, relative size of headlincs lature plays a very
different countries are named(4). Nomeﬂ;es which have won
important part in nationalist thought. C(')unalist revolution usually
their independence or gone mro;%k; g;,tz?mit round which strong

change their names, and any coun them carryin

feelir%gs revolve is likely to have se\fzil E?rrtl}:::’ ;;i‘:; Civil W;y;ag
abdti\it::xn:}j:f l;Cii?_-O:; T: :rc:u:; expressing‘ Ic)lifﬁ“:rtt:sr:tf::g;’:::ci
lcfve and hatred. Some ?f these na?niseéisippz?:;s) were frankly
e e ko




'burnmg political enemies i
in shooting gallerjes,
Instability, i i
Prevent nationalis?l;‘z};;i:;:cf :
as I haye pointed out alread
©fl some foreign country. Yé
Nationg] leaders, or the fm'md

even

B E;Ctl?ng to the country they haye glorifi

wherg f)relg_ner-s, or more often they co g

it Val:atlona'hty is .doubtful. Examples ar

4 ra, Dlsr.aeh, Poincare, Beaverh

s rélcnt.was In part the creation of
Amberlain, For the past fifty or a h

effi Ing pj
8% Orusing pictures of them as % |

r;ylzll': Which they are held does” (
they cangbtransfefablc_ To begin ¥ |
ne quite € and often are fastencd”
15 of norsmonly finds that
Nationa|jgs movements, d0 #
d. Sometimes they”,
Me from peripheral o
€ Stalin, Hitler, Napol¢’
fook. The Pan-Ger®
an Englishman, Houst’

with C
atlyle and many others of his time to Ger 1in0
any, an m =,

Own age it s usuall :
thag i y to Russia. But the peculiayly ; ; j
ast g:e:ansfere.nce is also possible. A coun,_.r;ri}; l;lttlizsifi% \‘:a;.td,
e worshlpp.ed for years may suddenly Bfasle detcstﬂbl
o ¢ other object of %ffectlon may take its place with alo®
and OthrVaJ. In the first version of H. G. Wells’s ougiine of Histof)
e ers. of his writings about that time, one finds th Unifcd
praised almost as extravagantly as Rygg;. oo prZiSe 4.1

Ommu s . (1
nists today: yet within a few yeats thi
§ uncritj iratiC
cal admirat

/| had turned into hostility. The bigoted Communist who
space of weeks, or even days, into an equally bigoted Tr
- common spectacle. In continental Europe Fascist m
. largely recruited from among Communists, and the op
j M3y well happen within the next few years.
| in the nationalist is his state of mind: the obj

# .
'~ Which T have already mentioned shortly in conn

- ; :
) | Tmore vulgar, more silly, more malignant, more dish
widespread custo® -

A
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changes in a
otskyist is a
ovements were
posite process
What remains constant
ect of his feelings is

changeable, and may be imaginary.

But for an intellectual, transference has an important function

ection with
nationalistic
onest—that
he could ever be on behalf of his native country, O a0y unit of
which he had real knowledge. When one sees the slavish or boastful
rubbish that is written about Stalin, the Red Army, €tc by faitly
intelligent and sensitive people, one realises that this is only possible
because some kind of dislocation has taken place. In societies such
as ours, it is unusual for anyone describable as an intellectual to feel
avery deep attachment to his own country. Public opinion—~that is,
the section of public opinion of which he as an intellectual is aware
—will not allow him to do so. Most of the people surrounding him
are sceptical and disaffected, and he may adopt the same attitude
from imitativeness or sheer cowardice: in that case he will have
abandoned the form of nationalism that lies nearest to hand without
getting any closer to a genuinely internationalist outlook. He still
feels the need for a Fatherland, and it is natural to look for one
‘SOmewhere abroad. Having found it, he can wallow unrestrainedly
n exactly those emotions from Whlch he believes that he has
emancipated himself. God, the King, the Empire, the Union Jack—
all the overthrown idols can reappear under different names, and
because they are not recognised for what they are they can be
worshipped with a good conscience. Transferred nationalism, like
the use of scapegoats, is a way of attaining salvation without altering
one’s conduct.
‘. Indifference to Reality. All nationalists have the power of
not seeing resemblances between similar sets of facts. A British Tory

Chesterton. It makes it possible for him to be much more
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heard almost nothing about the
Polish Jews during the present war.

Tht?lr own antisemitism has caused this vast crime o bounce off
their consciousness. In nationalist thought there are facts which are
both true and untrue, known and unknown. A known fact may be
S0 uﬂbemable that it is habitually pushed aside and not allowed to
enter into logical processes, or on the other hand it may enter into
every calculation and yet never be admitted as a fact, even in one’s
own mind.
i Every nationalist is haunted by the belief that the past can
& altered. He spends part of his time in a fantasy wortld in which
things happen as they should—in which, for example, the Spanish
19insgia Was a success of the Russian Revolution was crushed in
o a}rid he will tra}nsfcr fragments of this world to the history
% ZW enever pos_.slble. Much of the propagandist writing of our
Eﬂtemdnn.ounts to plain forgery. Material facts are suppressed, dates
ACh $ quotaflons removed from their context and doctored so as
oy ange their meaning Events which it is felt ought not to have
Cth‘Pened are left unmentioned and ultimately denied(6). In 1927
withaiI;g Kai Shek boiled hundreds of Communists alive, and yet
e ten years he had become one of the heroes of the Left. The
A gﬂm;:nt o.f world politics had brought him into the anti-Fascist
coug’t and soitiwas felt that the boiling of the Communists ‘didn’t
iy 5 0; Perhaps had not happened. The primary aim of
thospe gwa;l a is, Cff course, t0 influence contemporary opinion, but
TR o rewrite history do probably believe with part of their
Ty at ;hey are actually th.[usting facts into the past. When one
.ol i ht € Telaborate_ forgeries that have been committed in order
it di?ft‘ rﬁtsky did not play a valuable part in the Russian civil
Mo;c e I1:111 t htn feel that the People responsible are merely lying.
WL sightzc‘)f Séto ;Y af:?;l&tlhat thc.lr'ow.n vcr‘sion was vfhat happened
e , at one s justified in rearranging the records
ity ;[:;hfferencc to objective truth is encourzliged by the sealing-
part of the world from another, which makes it harder

Many English people have
extermination of German and
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I am concerned with nationalism as it occurs among the English
intelligentsia. In them, much more than in ordinary English people,
it is unmixed with patriotism and therefore can be studied pure.
Below are listed the varieties of nationalism now flourishing among
English intellectuals, with such comments as seem to be needed. It
is convenient to use three headings, Positive, Transferred, and

Negative, though some varieties will fit into more than one category:

POSITIVE NATIONALISM

(i) Neo-toryism. Exemplified by s :
A. P. Herbert, G. M. Young, Professor Pickthorn, l?y the literature
of the Tory Reform Committee, and by such magazines as the New

he real
English i i1eteenth Century and After. T
ih Review, o o e git its nationalistic character and

motive force of neo-Toryism, givin . :
differenu'ating it from o?dinargy Conservatism, 18 tbe ;iegrcnn;to Zc;
f€cognise that British power and inﬂuer‘lcc. h’avc 'd.eclme O.Sinfn a5
Who are realistic enough to sec that Bntams’ mlhjuw 1.2& i
What it was, tend to claim that ‘English ideas’ (usually

. i-Russian, but
must dOminate thﬁ WOfld- AH neo-TO[lCS are ant )

- ionificant thing
S . ; 5490 8 erican. The Slgnl
“Ometimes the main emphasis is a0t An; be gaining g):ound among

'8 that this school of thought seems * i<¢s, who have passed
Youngish intellectuals, sometimes cx—Commummc’nt and become
t}.\rough the usual process of ddenly becomes
d%smuSiOned with that. The anglop ; i
Violently pro-British is a faitly common figure: e, Evelyn Waugh,
thig tendency are F. A. Voigt, Malcolm Muggen ge,
Hugh Kingsmill, and a pSYChOIOglcaH{SIWES
Observed in T. S. Eliot, Wyndham =7 tish
crs.“ : : iaas Welsh, Irls. - their anti-
(ii) Celtic Nation ke in

y : but ar d
Mationalism have points of dlffercnceeg mo have O,PPOSC
Nglish orientation. Members of ﬂu thr
the war while continuing to eS¢ ﬂd to be sim
¢ lunatic fringe has even COﬂm_Ve lism is 0Ot
ad pro-Nazi, But Celtic natio??

by such people as Lord Elton,

disillusion
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anglophobia. Its motive force is a belje

greatness of the Celtic f in the past and future

: Peoples, and it ha : .qs
T X S astrong ti m
m[;ifitls supposed to be spiritually superior to thge Slg::)r? ; ra:ii;h sIt:r,
S ;;at:?:, lessdvulgar, less snobbish, etc, — byt the sl Po[:ver

re under the surface, O

that Eire, § - UNe symptom of it is the delusio?
e, Scotland ot; even Wales could preserve its inde(;endcﬂcc
ing to British protection, Among writers gOOd

gl

innate su i i
periority of Jews, is hardly

TRANSFERRED NATIONA] |

(i) Communism,

Eu) Political Catholicism

iii) Colour Feelin :

‘natives’ has been mi. Ehe old-style contemptug . ards

scientific theories e ' weakened in England ax?fl attl.tudc o do-
’ vari seu

been abandoned(7)_ AmOng o c‘supcrlority of the Wh?t :Srfcc have

A ‘

occurs in the trg S .
e nsposed f, gentsia, colour feeling 0/
supetiority of the colgy ey . :
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i i 1d seem toO him
coloured the opposite claimyWOLE s
B i o thit. Natonalistic attachment

: ; ' d wi :
ftaeeprionablc cven if he diSge: d up with the belief that their

to the coloured races is usually mixe
sex lives are supetiof, and there is 2 large underground mythology
about the sexual prowess of Negroes: {

> ddle-class
e ) Class Feeling: AmOnE HERE j ek in the
Intellectuals, only in the traﬂsposed fOfl:fl P 2 d‘; the intelligentsia,
Supetiority of the proletariat g agﬁmh’nli?lsgl Nationalistic loyalty
¢ pressure of public opinion1s OV ‘ tred of the

t i theoretical hatred
bowards the proletariat, 2 dinary sn obbishness
POurgeoisie, can and ofte

' everyday life.

nd most vicious
n do Co_exist Wlth (0]

: her belong to
(v) Pacifism. The majotity % Pac{fti:;isa:;t:;w Objccgt W
obscure religious sects or ar¢ simply humamheir thoughts beyond
the taking of life and prefer 1Ot to.follow t;;,l acifists whose real
that point. But there is 2 minority of mst cllsc:i hpatrcd of wcstezlﬂ
t : 3 appear - aganda
o e ot P v b
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If one looks closely at the Wr!
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Means, and indeed all Pﬂdﬁst
of Russia or China. It is 0Ot
abjure violence in theif StU5
abounds with equivocal Fe2:
t0 mean that statesmen ©
of the type of Churchill, and
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Union and the Blackshis
Catlyle, one of the inte
difficult not to feel that
the intelligentsia, is secre
successful cruelty, The
to Hitler, but it

ts. Pacifist writers have written in praise (:i
llectual fathers of Fascism. All in all 1t0
pacifism, as it appears among a sectioft d
tly inspired by an admiration for powet ﬁr‘;ﬂ
mistake was made of pinning this emo®
could easily be retransfered,

NEGATIVE NATI ONALISM
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Ve heard the word ‘antisemi? 5
¢ free of it, and anti-Jewish re®

[ ut”
all clasges of llterata
§ to be Widespread, even a2

€Onspiracy of il bably help;
Silence pro
ople of Left Opinions gpe n 3

ot immune to 1t

63
Rumination tskyists and
t that Tro 7
times affected by the fic omes more naturall
their attitude is some

semitism € s of weakening
who suspectJ¢ Tories and

€o-
lrure. N 0 at
e b to antisemitis®
ccum

tl
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false theories constructed upon their denial. T come back to the
astonishing failure of military prediction jn the present war. It is,]
think, true to say that the intelligentsia haye been more wrong abov!
the progress of the war than the common people, and that the
were more swayed by partisan feelings. The average intellectual of

the Left believed, for instance, that the war was lost in 1940, that the
Germans were bound to overrun E

8YPt in 1942, that the Japanes®
would never be driven out of the lands they had conquered, and

that the Anglo-American bombing offensive was making 2°

clieve these things because FJS
bade him to admit that Britis!
Mit to the follies that can
nce of feelings of this kind,l
stance, that the American trooP?
fight the Germans but to crus?
belong to the intt:lh'gentsi’t1 "
Man could be such a fool. wheij
f the MOJ issued ‘as bRCkground

ected to collapse in six weeks: On

hatred for the British ruling class for
plans could succeed. There is no li
swallowed if one is under the influe
have heard it confidently stated, for in
had been brought to Europe not to
an English revolution. One has to
believe things like that: no ordinary
Hitler invaded Russia, the officials o

a Russian victory, even when the Ru
to the Caspian Sea and had lost se

no need to multiply instances. The poin; i that as soon as f63%
hatred, jealousy and power worship are involved, the sense of realty
becomes unhinged. And, as I have pointed out already, the sense )
right and wrong becomes unhinged also. Ther, is no crir;xe absolute
none, that cannot be condoned when ‘our’ side cornmits’ it. Even i
one does not deny that the crime has haPpEned, evenif one kno%e

e
e dsone has condemned. in so”
other case, even if one admits in an intellectya] sense thattiti

unjustified— still one cannot feel that it s Wrong Loyalty is jnvolVe?
and so pity ceases to function.

The reason for the rise and spreag o
big a question to be raised here, It is enoy
in which it appears among English int

G : st

S81ans were driven back alrno,s
2 : i

veral million prisoners. Ther€

; ; 0
f nationalism is far tOS
8h'to say that, in the for™
eHl?t:tuals, it is a distort®

Rumination i
reflection of the frightful battl.es actuallg haprl::;zgp LI:;;;;icezfr;tl
world, and that its worst folhes. }}avc b:E::lf. If one follows up this
; irehggelf of being led ino a speces of
train of thought, one is in danger ¢ i ed,
Ghnse rvatisn’f or into political quietism. It can be plau'sﬂct)g ;Igl: A
for instance—it is even possibly true—that 'pamo : :
inoculation against nationalism, th'at llnonarc};)' is 2 Sinzr : ,:E?:jt
dictatorship, and that organised religlogifsi iﬁfﬂ;ﬁ poszblc, that.
Or again, it can be argued that no unbiast : ities;
all cied; ;nd causesg;lnvolvc the same lies, folh?s’ andtba;ba:l?;;’
and this is often advanced as a reason for l.{chﬁg g:ca?lsepin the
altogether. T do not accept this argu mejnt, e a}{ an keep out of
modern world no one describable as an mtellcctuI :hink orI;c must
politics in the sense of not caring ?‘bout .jlc:;nse_and that one
engage in politics—using the word 12; ::;ocgnisc that some causes
must have preferences: that is, one m
e by becrhan s evcnf hey e advanced byl
bad means. As for the nationalistic loves an s:)f us, whether we
spoken of, they are part of the make-up Of. r;nof 11k I, S
like it or not. Whether it is possible to get rid 0‘ iy 03;8
moral effort. It is a question first of all of dlsc‘:;‘t’;engof ik,
really is, what one’s own feelings really are, a;l f R oy
allowance for the inevitable bias. If you hatc.an -fcar des i;e]e{vs
are jealous of the wealth and power of America, IBY,(; :h :u}i}m class’
if you have a sentiment of inferiority tcrwa.tds thet k?n thougﬁt. Bu;
you cannot get rid of those feelings simply by ta dg iR e
you can at least recognise that you have them, an pﬁonal i
from contaminating your mental processes. The emo s fc i
which are inescapable, and are perhaps ?vcn LT a £
action, should be able to exist side by side with an acceptance o
reality. But this, I repeat, needs a moral effort, an‘d c?ntemp?rary
English literature, so far as it is alive at all to the m.a] Fa AR RO
time, shows how few of us are prepared to make it.

breakdown of patriotism an
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glish language did not have aﬁ
ongeur even though the Eng]15

fusion. In the same way an 14653
affects nearly everything that the English minc
name has been given to it.The word 'nationalism
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happens seems to

i event that :
decline of great power units, and every i hatcd

him 2 demonstration of his Own\:!fr(;}sli;ugg 1.slzzlcc!i& Hefdoes Eot
tival. Nationalism does not tneas it is the strongest bu
bcl?evljﬁzzzariseging ot join a side .bi:laus;ol;;:‘wm
because he persuades himself thatitis e; for power tem
Rrove him wrong, Nationﬂ-lisrrf 1s.hung5 ble of the most flagrant
*lfdeception. Every nado;l alll: tﬂisatc?eais serving a greater cause
dishonesty and because he fee 4 is right.
g h?mself, i unShakcabl; ;Zru'tzlzaht'hsi: ;ft;sresgthat the habit
i discussion 0 nglish people
L nﬁnd'l;:ish frnit;ire dtois widesprc?ad m?oﬂlg{ ::lif jﬁstcﬂg of a
A even more in the English mtcmgeﬂma;;htics o; certain topics
8eNuine rational approach to contemporary E;s so much so that he
“Onsiderations of prestige inﬂ;i;‘zi ls:g:r:; to search for facts to
OIms hj jon first an 4 : discussion
s“PPOIItu;i;: c::::: SClosﬂ iﬂvolvcmﬁ:nt 9 o tof:colrusl:;:tion can be
kes his views biased and 10 el aTSZostirnportant reason
SXpecteq from him. This is pcrhaPS the Smngiled in the present time.
Y Political and military predictions have Pact of 1939, and when
© School could predict the Rusﬁo_‘Gcrm.an int views all of them
© Pact broke, there were many wlldpr L nclusion based on a
€, Simply because they did not arrive i3 zc;odon that the USSR
*tudy o F;Yb bilities but on their preconceive litical or military
as gogdo (ilr bad, strong Of “Te?lz Pocnts especia]ly literary
Co etetors astrolO’ gcrs,and aesthetic ju ge;nthﬂY are not required
] dge‘nents a’n survive on mi sta%:es heeans ionalistic loyalties. An
% my h ; te as tO Sum_un.lte b Conservative would
i (;1 e accu;i‘d not enjoy Kipling, B bzr;k bad one from
Ver pr:;cg\t;:zvsld .the temptation to calla

hen one disagrees with itis rife Strongly

- 'erary point of view v it all the time without being conscious
“Mongliggic people are doing’
of th

cir djshonesty. !
British jingoism 1

when facts
pered by

the most dominant form of nationalism
< . . A

1 thor is interested chiefly in the reactions
au

. hich displays its lack of interest in the
Y the intelligentsia,




writer who suppressed his capabiliti
Catholicism, During the last twen
he did and wrote was a

es for the propaganda of Roman

: t
1y years of his life, everything tha
Iepetition of the gy

e Ballad of Sai

f
nt Barbara put The Charge ©
hame. The au

0
thor considers those pocmSY; /
be the most vulgarly bombastic poems in the Entlihiangaaee.

he would have been the first person to jeer anyone who might l}?vl‘:
wiitten in the sam, fomantic manner ahoyy Britain and the Britls ¢
army. In Britajn, he Was a staunch Supporter of democracy and hat€

of jingoism and imperialism, yetwhen he looked at 2 foreign count

he forsook his Principles quite casily. He admired Mussolini in leZ
even though the latter wag against democracy and destroyed t:t
freedom of the Press, something fo, which Chesterton had ff’u.gm
for in his own country. He foung nothing wrong in the imF'erla_hs .
and the conquest of the coloured raceg by the French and the Italian$:
The fact that Mussolin; ha

him forget 4 oth

ke
d made Italy Strong was enough to m2

er sh
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; taste
1 rhtﬂrary
nat; Blisticlovalies were jnvOlVCd his Sense dislocatcd.
Onalistic lo cam
and to some eitent his moral sense be
Iy

t all

: say tha ,

implification tO 547 =75

> uld be an over simplific ekl similarities
WO re

f Though ltu m are the same there 2

OIms of nationalis

of their
fmmon to all of them. ionalists are fanatical supg(r)xr:i?ir unit Of
. sosston. Auor:SSrO unit. The slightest SIU;f the unit is aﬂ
;:;?S:l%e o:hz?ztz::l E)lnjt evokes 2 sha;IiJﬂ f;z’z' superiority Over It
aCtua] czfmtry like Ireland or India, he also in its language, cu.ltUI:;
. i dpohncal powct but le. the Cl.liSinC: Chn:la.
o Enly s mﬂJ";;IY al:l sical beauty of th_c el ’t role in nationalistic
> literature, the P 31 ture plays a very 1mp ortﬂfi tionary process to
and Scenery. Nomencla oes through a revolu consider it their
th.ou.ght' Whenig Cou:::ug changes its name. Thfc)rfival languages.
Win Independence it u age to the detriment 0 ling is intense, it is
Uty to spread thEIIEl,a:Euth% ugh nationalistic -feeaﬁftic loyalties for
TT ; Vi . on
&ansferjl?ls;agit:ral people reserve thF lr:r!la:Pt example of such
Other forei. untries. CheStcrto.n # leaders do nof belcnE
) Bf. €2 Often great ﬂaﬂonajfsuc they are foreigners or
o donalistic feehng-h e glorified. Sometimes IEgervf: nationality is
Rithe gy cheyl E: %0 peripheral reglons WDis.rac:li, Poincare
SOmetimes t-hejy be .Oﬂ egr Napoleon, de Val.cri-l’ dividual countries.
doubyfy). Stalin, Hi t(; such areas of their lﬂd the Pan-German
Caverbrook belonlg.n an Englishman create transferred their
ouston (:hg:mbcf a;n:cellectuals has quite Oft;r:i many others to
;!(:OVefncnt 'htc;‘aq}ilcarne to Japan, Caﬂyle zt times loyalties arc
Yalties: Lafca. o resent age to Russia. H.G.Wells Outline
€rmany and in thcez In the first version O.f b'ut. in the second
et o At bt s
of I—_Iistory, he Pfa;i marked hostility. A devote ectacle. Therefore,
Vetsion, jt C:uan%gicef‘ﬂ Trotskyist is 2 common sp
Into apn cqually

. b u'c
dr ears nationalis
t within a few Y T
i to presume tha BoAmee
pareal by na}tju ra¢lioan0mmunisn'1 .Thus 'thz_h .ﬁ;c sE:ate Lrmen
iS-ling may, ehendos Corg that his nationalis h
‘o ationalist is 3 : hangeable they
haracteristic of abzt the object of his feelings are chang
'emains constant;

Might also be imaginary:
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their liki . . tting in fragments of
king they will try to change history by putting g™ porary

1 world. Much contem

their fanty i
S
y;world intariGhE forgery. Material facts are

Propagandist writing can be described as ; .
*Uppressed, dates altered, quotations refnoved from their context
and doctored to change their meaning. There is nO meqtlon of
Undesirable events, and ultimately deleted. The nationah.st “Tho
fewrites history does not merely lie he believes with part of his rr'nnd
that they are in fact reconstructing history: Some may ever belics
e their version was what happened in the eyes 9{- God and s:)
Justifies his action of rearranging them. The suppression of Trotsiys
rol.e in the Russian Civil War is a perfect example of this mental
attitude,

It also su ing off o0
another, This makfspifit;tﬁl; 'uipossible 1o decide what has actually
h'f‘PPened. Even if the truth is discoverable the facts set forth
dlsbonesﬂy by newspapers makes the ordinary reader un?ble to
decipher fact from fiction. Since itis impossible to Prove or disprove
the'“nmistakable fact, it is possible to deny it impudently. Most
Nationalists while hungering after poWer, victory, defeat, and revenge
are uninterested in the actual wotld .Since they want to see their unit

always doing better than their adversaty does, they are better off
ignoting facts rather than examining them. Each nationalist
controversy is inconclusive, as each believes that they have won over
the other. Some nationalists in the final analysis may even be suffering
from schizophrenia as they live quite happily amid dreams of power
and conquest, which have no connection with the physical world.
Based on the common mental habits of nationalists,
nationalism is observed in a number of forms. In this essay, the
author is concerned with nationalism as it occurs among the British
intelligentsia. Since there is a proper distinction between nationalism
and patriotism among the English intelligentsia,it can be studiedina
pure form. These categories are Positive, Transferred and Negative.

PosITive NATIONALISM
() Neo-Toryism: Examples of this form of nationalism
can be seen in the habits of people like Lord

ne part of the world from
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(1)
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Elton,A.P.Herbert,G.M.Young andProf.Pickertoﬂ;'thc
literature of the Tory Reform Committee , magazines
as the ' New English Review' and the 'Nineteenth

Century and After'.Neo—Toryism is different from
ordinary Conservatism : Tt does not recognize the

decline of Britain's power. They maintain that Englis?
ideas must dominate the entire world even when the}

recognize Britain's diminished Military power All ne¥
anti-Tories are anti-Russian 4

; €
: nd sometimes they 3
emphatically anti- Americ

et an. These thoughts influenc®
dis-illusioned ex-Communists and younger intcllecl‘u‘_*ls'
The Anglophobe whe becomes violently pro- British

is 2 common figure. Writers like EA.Voigt, Malco™
Muggeridge, Evel

yn Waugh, TS Eliot and their followe™
are a few of them .

Ce}tic Nationalism; Welsh, Irish and Scottish
ononalism share the anti-English orientation thoug”
there are other differences among them. All of d}cﬂ‘
declare that they are Pro-Russian and fringe supportcfls
declare that they are Pro-Russian as well as Pro-Nﬁzl'
The difference

between Cely; ionalism 22
Anglophobiaisp eltic nationalism 27~

wn

7
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e
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i) Colour Feeling 1
i toward coloured peoPe b
ke : :
of the supeno.nty o " tth e
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praise Carlyle, one of the intellectual fathers of Fascism. Their secret

inspiration is their love for
is the perfe

power and effective cruelty, Though Hitler
Ct example for such emotions, an

y Pacifist belonging to
the third group would Possess similar characteristics,
NEGATIVE NATIONALISM
@

(i)

(1ii)

Anglophobia: Such nationalists have a hatred fof

Britain. They belong to the intelligentsia and their

emotions were visib]e during the war whenever Britain
suffered a setback. The English left-wing Intellectuals
did not want the Germans ot Japanese to win but they
certainly got a kick out of seeing their country
humiliated. They wanted the final victory to be the
outcome of Russian or American effort. Large chunks
of intellectuals believe thatany faction backed by Britair),
particularly in foreign policy, was bound to be wrong:
Anti-semitism:; Though 'anti-Semitism' is supposed t0
be non- existent, actually it js widespread even amonsg
intellectuals, T eft SUPPOTters too are not immune to it
even though Trotskyists and Anarchists tend to be Jews:
Conservatives suspect Jews to weaken national morale
and dilute nationg] culture.Neo- Tories and political
Catholics very often succumb to anti-Semitism.
Trotskyism: This word is used loosely to include
Anarchists, Democratic Socialists and even Iiberals:
However, in this essay the author means a doctrinaite
Marxist whoge chief motive s hostility to the Stalin
regime, The Trotskyist js against Stalin just as the
Communisy jg fo, him. Like the Communist, th_e
Trotskyist wants to feel that the battle for prestige 15

8oing in his fay,
to alter the
ﬁxation ona
genuinely r.
However, th
intellectua]]

our even when he shows that he desires
wotld. Both of them exhibit obsessive
single subject, the same inability to form 2
ational opinion based op probabiliticf-
ere is a false impression that Trotskyism 1
y and morally superior to Communism-
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ists and
sts are ex-Communists

Sign.iﬁcantly, most Trotskyl sudden lapse to

ainst 2
ouch the latter is not secure a5 nt. I,
ie firmer, they are not as fi;céu:xistcncc of ordinarily
The above classification excludes L i essay atiempts tz
decent motives. This was inevitablc' becaxuist in human minds an :
Solate anq identify tendencies which t:-: ing in a frce sta: on
Perverts thought processes, without © " csamptions have f:t
OPefating conuavoualy Mronelsy 50f'mst assumpﬁon b?lﬂg t a
iccepted perhaps, too simply. The fir infected by nauol_mhsm-
YVeryone or even every intf:llectu'fll‘ls ¢ and limited. Thirdly, a
ccondly, nationalism can be interminen ood faith from non-
Mationalistic creed may be followed -mdfof nationalism can co-
Mationalistic motives. Fourthly, Several kin

®Xist in the same person. .
sor purposcs.of s oEuate ¢ have been picked. Such
0 ationalist tigid snd crzyuCHE S ttention. A large numbejr
EL axs common 1o oot GRS Elot at the mercy of their
of People exist whose judgements areth f:: i problems
desires, Yet, it has been observed tl?at The Spanish civil Vs the
© those of India, Polanc il i so-GermanPactcam?ot
OScow trials, the American NcgroeS,the 0 s, Pritts and Coughlins

¢ discussed on a reasonable level. The Eltons,

ing their falsehoods but it is true
3¢ no doubt extreme cases repeating

ially in
i ble them especiaty &
At without realizing it anyone might resem i

ies vanis
Unguarded moments. Intellectual de.ccncle; G 4
Attacked, or a nerve of nationalism is m:llcnie d,
: ed.
¢ altered and the plainest facts can be cd o0 e o
Each nationalist has his loyalty aﬂ A% »c L e
them, each nationalist will not accept certain belie
thoy hts. For example: : : o
Bﬁlﬂ%m ToRy: Britain will come out of this war with re
and prestige. ‘ / SN
Commumisr : Wiglout aid from Britain and America, Rus
defeated by Germany. s
Irisy N 0:,:;;- Eire <:anyonlyr remain independent becaus
ATI :

the extreme, barely sane type
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British protection.
TROTSKYIST : The Stalin regime is accepted by the Russian masscs
PACIFIST ©  : Those who abjure violence can only do so becaust
others are doing it on their behalf,
The astonishing failure of military prediction in the present Wit
amply illustrates the outcome of partisan feelings. The intelligentsit
is more prone to such failures than the common person because of
his lack of strong convictions is. As soon as fear, hatred, jealousy
and power worsh}p are involved, the sense of reality become
unhinged. The sense of right and wrong becomes dependent of
partisan feelings. Loyalty is involved which does not allow for pitf
The author believes that the subject of nationalism cannd*

~ be contained within an essay. Though nationalism has given ris¢ *

wors‘t type of follies, he does not believe that ignoring such sentime?’
or distancing oneself from it is acceptable. No intelligent P’“—"’Son
can stop himself from taking care and from having preferences ever
if the proposal springs from equally bad means, He doubts wheth®*

, and contempora i
ry English Jj
people are Prepared to make itg. 1945

Worp Nortes

: orge G :
April 1824) comimnf;rion Byron (22 January 1788

Romanti ' Nown as Lord B . Bt
b ;Et:r:n I:ﬁeit Who died a¢ ¢y age of tl'cl)ijrty Siirc;;is poeff‘
: 1 numbers |jleo inT 2
wellgonom . »%e 'She Walks in Beauty s
ofe a Toving'ang Narrative poems like 'Chﬂde
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' ; d
Harold's Pilgrimage' and 'Don Juan’, remain loved a0

read even today. 1
Nazism : German National Socialism practiced by the Nazi pacty
and Nazi Germany under Adolf Hitler. Its predominant
features include Fascism, anti-Semitism and the supremacy

of the Aryan race over all other races of the world.
Communism : An ideology derived from the theories of Karl Mar*
It seeks to establish a class -less society where ownership
and means of production are common .It is directly

opposed to Capitalism. o o
Catholicism : Refers to the Catholic faith with its theology, doctrin
etc. ' |
Zionism : A form of nationalism of the Jews afxd their culin}f;
They support the preservation of Jewish identity; ca .s ;
the return of Jews from all over the world to Israel; a2

oppose their assimilation with othfar tsom:iet:u:s. e
Anti-Semitism : Feelings of hatred and discriminatory ac

gl i o 011: m'(th?aI\l/lItrxism: an extreme
TtotBkYiSm : Refers to Leon Trotsky's view O Bt “

left -wing political ideology: It cau;:.gzo.s b

Communist Party of Russia during the ;

in's ideology- ; ; ar,
PaCiﬁsms',t;he?esrs to the firm belih wmc};ﬁi‘:ﬁ: ;\:;ctic N
Y : Man ; ton.No#”
in India, }i'illsﬁeasufcs to bring about 2 revolu
for peace

violent oppositior

owest SO
Proletariat ; Refers to ¢ 1

we
class whose G/ future through

and Gaﬂdhi
ed V’iOlCﬂCc

o %
cial class comprising of th

s their children.
alth is the S8 of the

working dicts the 7 ies on human life
A«‘itlrolo,c:x;en:s : One th Pr;)ects of celestial bodies ©
0 AN a G Hf'e y e]_ist,
posmons 1 ¢ occuf 12 English novelis!
and happet!?&% thaa 865-1936) """Snago,:fay ambai)
Kipling : Rudyasc Klliitzr and poct: Borhi, lwas five, but his IIC:;;‘:
ShOﬂ'Stﬁe: to ngland.“’_ emortaﬁzcd in his work-

and fascinati©®
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The Jungle Book is an all- time favourite .He won the Nobel
Prize for literature in 1907. :
Conservatism : A socig] and political philosophy, which believes 12
Preserving and Supporting traditional institutions and the
least change in society. 0)
Mayakovsky ! Vladimir Vladimirovich Mayakovsky (1 893'19315
Was a Russian poet and playwright. He is one of

v % . ets
fepresentatives of the twentieth century revolutionary po
of the country.

Sleight of hand : techniques used by magicians, jugglers of card

Players where they manipulate deftly with their fingers 9%

Mmanner, which s virtually unobservable., at
Zingoism ; A form of nationalism ,which believed t: i

Britain wjg Supetior to all other countries It include

- the
sort of Intolerance for Russia during the 1870s when
term was first coined.

hiles ; admirers of Russia,

British

ert Keith Chesterton(1874-1936) was :n
Poet, critic, journalist, philosophet {; -

debater, He ctiticized both the progressive and consefv2 e

ldeology and their policies and became a staunch supp©

of Roman Catholicism,

: . \ 5 cts
Great is Diap, of the Ephesians' : From the Holy Bible ﬁc
19:35Ye man of Ephesus, what man is there that kno

. r O
Dot how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipp®

English writer,

the great goddess Diana, ' Pcoplc
Pagan Greeks called her 'Artemis of the Ephesians’ ** %
Worshipped her a5 a fer

tility goddess and a temple ¥ e
tue was erected at Epheus. The cult of Diana l?ec

SO powerful that jt became dangerous for those hk;vc
apostle Pay] to preach the gospel of God, The statue € ¢

: ce
Om a meteorite became one of the wonders of the 2

€r sta.

218€ 2 the nationa) anthem of France, oty
Chu Chin C OW : British musicy] film of 'Ali Baba and th.f-’ inﬂt
Thieyeg' (1934) through the director Walter Forde's P
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1eW.

hdad' IO PO OhCY
to the real Baghda oegalistic p
: resemblm:lcee::on who was against o eople who are
Little Englander : pThe colloguial term refer; top
f Britain. ir belief.
zbsessively R E?St;; 1;94:'5) Fascist head of tzz
: lino # - WO
s B oo 19221943 eled Tl bt b
Italian state fro e an ally of Germany durmgd .
warsidH\;fbccl;i was defeated and executed by
Wor ar

partisans.

communities.
ish civil war : 1936-1939 The war lutioss
Spanish civil W;t ' 1‘1(;)1i¢;an Government a“‘; 5 rzomder the
qung epu i £ roup 0O gEncr
. . mprising of a g g sful coup,
naﬂonah.StS’fC](:SePSaniurio. After a partially SuccclsutiOnarics
leader§hlpg anco became the leader of thf; ICSV(:in Neided
FranCISCOht 1;lgainst thegoyetincal Itdlf tﬂ:v.lrjolutionau:if:s
e o politcl lines: When the cstablished
i rehﬁljoust a,_-ship under Francisco Francth was :
won, a dictato £Was OVERIULOWILASINE
) . ernmen ; . h
and t;:efit:l:l?nj\i?:ricans who dislike English or Bt
Anglophobe -Ame : i
culture. ovich Stalin(1878-1953) was a Bolsh::i‘;li(l
Stalin : Joseph gy who had pasticipated in o
revolution £1917. He was the Prime Mn:isd;:.on AEnra
revolution OMa 1941 to 5 MarCh,lgsg_'In g Uf Russia's
from the 6al Sez,rﬁ tary of the Communist Par.tylog 53 Aftcr
the,Genes ittee from 1922 to hj.s death m‘ c;duced
Gentral (;(;.mﬁ'1 g L0 criticized and it pr e
his death Stahr:ns theglmodern world. His .Slfc-cessgrssila
mied fecliohs B el W e
Krushchey, borniin Austrd,
: itler (1889-1945) was
Hitler : Adolf Hitler (lNazi party in Germany and bec;m@ot:z
leader of d‘;.h;tor from 1934 to 1945.The Secon
country's dic

was fought between the

A__—




82 Notes on Nationalism

War was fought under his l‘rig"'Cim'ShiP- After his defeat, heis
supposed to have committed suicide to avoid being
imprisonment by the Russian Red Army in 1945. Hitlet
married Eva Braun, his mistress, two days before his death.
Napoleon : Napoleon Bonaparte ( 769-1821) was born in Corsic2
He received training from the French army as artillery
officer. His successful campaigns against the enemies of
France made him prominentand in 1804, the French senat€
backed him as the Emperor of France He reigned for
eleven years to 1815 and his brilliant Jeq dership in the
numerous wars that he faced duﬁng this period became
directly responsible for his fame ang respect as one of the
greatest military commanders of 4| ¢ime. Military
academies around the wotld study his tactics on the field:
De Valer.a : Eamon de Y?Jera (1882-1975) S ba of e Ot
important political figures of Ttebonids nndes whose
leadership Ireland Fought for independence from Britaif

He became the third president of .
office from 1959-1973, {reland and remained

Disraeli : Benjamin Disraeli (1804-
Minister of Britain from 1874
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on. He was a political philosopher, 2 writer whose two

volume book, The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century
became a reference book of the twentieth century pan -
German movement.

Lafcadio Hearne : Patrick Lafcadio Hearne (1850-1904) was born
in a Greek island whose father was an Irish man and his
mother a Greek woman. He became famous as a writer of
Japanese legends and ghost stories and of New Orleans in
America. He is sometimes known by his Japanese name
Koizumi Yakumo. .

I"‘“1'-(;631:nmnic movement : A movement, which grew in tl}e

first half of the twentieth century in

this racist ideology, all German-
be unified in one nation-state to
many; but it is practically non-

nineteenth and
Germany. According t0
speaking nations were to
be known as Greater Ger

existent NOw. Rt ter)
Catlyle : Thomas Carlyle (1795-1-882323;1: t?tz::(:;:?;lt;cstcd
: to . i

: ; d
in German literatute 20

in an expert 10 1t ! 0) was a British
Y recognition as . Wells (1866 1.946 ) W v -
‘G.Wells : Herbert Geofg nce fiction. He 1s

novelist, famous for G
: :ance fiction AU d to suppress
L.+ "The Eatheriof S0 g sl S At s
b RoImu‘lnitshiﬁg oftes ‘infarnous for cruelty
u A e
o/ ?gnts)uch jnquisition® me
suppression e putiE’
and severe, llm tish k.ing,w
Stat Chamber : Court conﬁod cin ‘1641-Th°“gh i no
ishe hi
7 and abolis :csues, W

;?SSPCHSC justice 0 ° f; ljsu g except

in regulat coutts, It © id evaY"hmg.c hall with, stars

: an d in 2
witnesses s hel
tortured cout
ce the ;

. the ceiling : ber-
i o
e kno

his sci€
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Sir Francis Drake :
i adventurous

ry (Sept.5, 1793- July 27,
ench revolution when the revolutionay
d terror by adopting revolting measufc®
Cutions against their enemies and those
they Suspected to be against them,

The heroes -..ftom the

8uns : After the Espy Mutiny of 1857,

and after Luckn gy, had been recaptured from the rebellin®
Indians The British ;

1794) during the g
government sprea
like serjes of exe

known as 'blown fro®

cannon’. It wag »n d method of revenge used by thg

Mughals in, India,

1 : Oliver Cromwe]) (1599-1658) after the defeat and

€xecution of ; e
: 8 Charles T i, 4 diof
English Ciyi] War, hi 101649 and the en

ol
Cromwe

Dachau ang Buchenwal

d: Nazi g df—'ad
% Conc d
camps, fCentration camps an

8 Philip 17 ¢
under the leadergp; S
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Sword of Honour among others.

Hugh Kingsmill : Hugh Kingsmill Lunn (1889-1949) was an English
writer and journalist who fought in the First World War.
He was kept asa captive in France.

T.S.Eliot : Thomas Stearns Eliot (1888-1965) was born in USA but
he became a naturalized citizen of UK in 1927 after coming
to Britain in 1914.He was a poet, critic, writer, playwright
and publisher. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in literature
in 1948.

Wyndham Lewis : Percy Wyndham Lewis (1882-1957) was a British
painter who co-founded the Vorticist movement in art and
wrote novels as well as edited for the Vortist literary
magazine 'Blast'.His father was an American and he was
born in Canada. However he grew up in England when
his British mother returned to the country after separating
from his father.

Peace Pledge Union : This union is the oldest pacifist organizaﬂ'oﬂ
of Britain, which came into being in the nineteen thirties
amidst fears of breaking of another war, Since then this
non-sectarian organization has campaigned against war.

The Blackshirts : Benito Mussolini organized groups of para-

' military forces as the military arm of his Fascist pcalitiC!11
movement. He used it extensively to Italianize those regions
received from Britain in return for helping the country
during the First World War .Their methods were harsh and
vicious and they wore black shirts after which they came
to be known. _ ;

El Alamein : A place in Egypt. In 1942, during the second wortld
war the second battle of El Alamein yag fought which
changed the course of the Allied troq

T Axis
advance, S
Bellicist : one who is war centered or W i
j ar oriented,
Lloyd Ge;[;ge ¢ David .Lloyd George (1 863-1945) was the Prime
nister of Britain from 1916 t0 1922 .A Welsh man, h¢

was a liberal angd rheaded the Liberg] Party from 1926-193 1

87

Rumination

Tfansvaal

Boer War : the British against the Boers (farmers) in the L

and Oranije Vrijstaat (South Africa) fought two Boet /
(1880-1881 and 1899-1902). After defeating them 11 =
second battle Britain turned these regions into colofie*.
was the first instance of using harsh methods of iSOlamii
and imprisoning Boer civilians in concentration camP*
modern history.
Caspian Sea : La:gest?;kc in the world near Russia in the North

and Iran In the south.

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS A

1. Discuss Orwell's notion of nationalism. Whatare its ments

demerits? . |

2. Discuss the three characteristics, which describe
follow nationalistic sentimc:ltj.

3. Li ieties of nationalism :
Eztglf?l: I‘rrizll‘l:::mals. Why has he c‘hoscn to-conini:l;r n
only as it occurs among the En.ghsh Intclh?fzr:t? How ¢

4. Explain what Orwell means by 'MORAL effort.

nalism:
an effort minimize the effects of natio

those Wh

among
t Orwell observes #= 0
tha adonﬂhsm

an such
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