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Preface

last (2005), while attending the

The year before Camp (Kurukshetra University),

Internati.onal Wr;;z:ing a collection of selected short
of E:h lA {east, this is an ernest attempt to
stories in Ensgh Otto < ories in the mind of other learned
entf%f t\;eseking the bar of language. ' .
brains r'ea e 1 ntemational Writer's Camp is
Thls-‘Y‘r??g ; Agra on 29* and 30% September,
going to be h‘?! ?u be my pleasure to offer a book of
2007 Thc?re, : W fellow companions present there,
short stories to mY hind the birth of this collection,

) e story be i
This lj\lt:lthe short stories are dear to me like my own
¢ on. efforts have been made to pick
] .

"-_" o - .'":-" ti_lI:th o,

,c}ﬁldyen aid' forward as a composition to the esteemed
g d pas 'Essence of the Brahmaputra. |
readers as ESSEIl ank my senior co-writer Shri

wever, 1 th :
}(}QKakad without whose dedicated translation
_praﬂk‘: of these short stories would not have been
wo:sible Many thanks to Swapnali for being co-
possible. M:

rative for rendering financial support. My heart felt
(t)li):nks to Dr. Parag Kumar Bhattacharjya and

Shri Dulen Bora for his ornamental works.
| Hope, resi)écted readers will appreciate this
collection.
Paramananda Rajbongshi
25% September,2007
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Appreciatioﬁif e i

Since the time of Sahityarathi Lakshminath
Bezbarua, the soldiers of prose is striving for
enriching the Assamese literature. A number of
them have been awarded in State and National
level for the dignified creation of novel and short
stories to their credit. Some of them works have
already been translated into English and other
regional languages through out India and gained
popularity. '

Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi is an
established litterateur. He has already published -
five novels and four collections of short stories
besides a number of other literary composions
which are widely appreciated. Dr. Rajbongshi has
also written a series of drama for transmission in
All India Radjo, besides, directing them in stages.
He has earned his name as a film maker and
director of serials in Television. A

The source of Dr. Rajbongshi's litterary
works are the lovely native land and its people.
He is genius in assembling folk-lore in his various
fictions and also in non fictions (Drama-Serials-
Films). Dr. Rajbongshi has a progressive mind,
dynamic attitude and great enthusiasm for bringing
a new trend-through his creation.

Dr. Rajbongshi has choosen nine short stories
for this collection and entrusted me for converting

them into English in a short target. As cited above,

all these short stories are depicted on village lives.
The melodious tune of folk-lore of various
communities of Assam are incorporated in all of
them. The oppression of rich on the poor, the legal
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. relation of s€X; the Natlo?agl andtStaﬁe

and illicit for existence and upliftment, the

level issuesh the characterisation of the society
tl

t hemes deepl
1ove‘0fy?u. etc. are the t ) Ply
and indmd’t;a;:e ghort stories. Dr. Rajbongshi

\ those

Zal d i d in his technique and
analyse cceede ;
no doubt, has :U enthusiasm and a;lt of ilsplay
style, SUSPERSE - M ovely language: T s
with words © <ters and narration of 1?_ hfms
of more Zb‘;fzc iy noticed in stories which have
tc. also dis 5 :
fnade his proseé ll atf; of this compilation has been
103t f’Jtl“here is scope for improvement
made hurriedéY'_“ efforts have been made to
1o nt};e thoughts and feelings of
communicateé finest works. Daughter Hitashj

Dr. Rajbongiillrsn ey Now it is hoped that
assistedef:ln‘zd readers speaking besides Assamese
the este

ill also find valued taste out of it.
w

Pramod Kakatj
25 September, 2007
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LOVELY BALLAD = o

ONE

Farmud goriya, the short statured man lived in the locality
of Kanaichuba. It was said so, because Kanai, who was a Gosain

* converted to Islam and hence the name. The village was situated

close to the western side of Mohanpur the capital kingdom of
Darrang. The king of Darrang during the battle of Pandughat
made good way Mughals his captives. He helped Lachit
Borphukan and brought them to his kingdom. A good number
of the Mughol soldiers were sold to the local people as slaves,
popularly called the Mughal besa. Some of them were made to
settle down close to the palace of Mohanpur at Kanaichuba. In
this particular place lived a poor old lady Hurmoti with her only
support, Farmud goriya.

Farmud goriya was a bearded man, who performed dhek, a
special custom of the wedding ceremony, where one party tried
to win over the other through the means of a distinctive and
characteristic act of singing. This is the main source of Hurmoti's
anxiety. This unfortunate boy is totally deprived of his parents'
love when the latter on their way to Puwamecca perished in
the midst of the river and never returned back. Hurmoti was
grief-stricken and her tears never seemed to cease.

That simple fellow from Ghour in the pretext of fighting.a
battle, ultimately settled in the locality of Kanaichuba. He even
promised to stand by her through the thick and thin and with
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. rought honour to his village by his
Famuijzzgr;actlhbe dhxgzk. Whether Farmud played ig
f f t?le bride or the bridegroom party, tbe d.efeat o -his

avour O . evitable. Hurmoti swells in pride like a frying
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]
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expertise i
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Some day he would be able to make the clouds play on
music and would be choreographed by lightening, to his tune at
midnight.

This poor lady bursts out, often-accused by her family of
committing the grievous crime by marrying a man from a different
community. Looking towards paternal home she raised her voice
and shrieked.

"One day my grandson would bring rain to this earth and
make lightening dance with it".

Hurmoti did never reveal her internal feelings, fearing that
people would laugh at her back. She deliberately suppressed her
grief and stopped the teardrops from rolling down. In her distress
Hurmoti's family fully ignored her. No one had come to her rescue
when her husband had left; her daughter and son-in-law
drowned.

Farmud is your grandson, but you didn't seem to
acknowledge it also. You are the people who brought Kadir goriya
to construct the house. Owing to financial trouble and the scars
left behind by pox prevent anyone from marrying me. I was
already over thirty and not a dunce approached me. Even my
body is made of flesh and blood. If Kadir goriya had not touched
my body, [ would have remained a virgin throughout my life.
Furthermore [ am not living with a beast. Is not Kadir goriya a
man like us with all human emotions and passions?

In what name you call me; you glutton

In whichever name you call me.

Sitting under the tent

A leopard.

Suddenly the cracking sound of Hurmoti's bed ceased.

Yes this is the voice of my Farmud. Now the groom has reached
the house of the headman Mozammil, whose daughter is to be
married. That means Farmud is playing on behalf of the groom's
side. I did not understand why he had to utter the word leopard.

Essence of the Brahmaputra 03
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All of a sudden, Farmud slipped away from his pre-
conceived notion. While giving performance in the wedding
ceremony of daughter of the Farid, the village schoolmaster of
Rangamati, he happened to come under the spell of an amazing
beauty. He was accompanied by his group. Which included
Mazid, Motlib, Tomzid and others. She had long hairs and her
slim and slender waistline had been enhanced through the
beautifully raised bosom wrapped in the chadar-mekhela.

Throughout the marriage, she was next to the bride just as the
moon and the stars,

O the moon of the sky
Stars always follow you
. O my love here is a banana yard
O my love there is a banana yard
In between passes the Japanese lane
Beautiful Modina
O my love through the Japanese lane
My love motor rides
Inside the motors
Beautiful Modina

The young lady was at her best in singing the marriage
song and made Farmud realise that he was the main person whom
she was addressing. Farmud's mind got agitated and he could
not understand the reason behind his substandard performance.
He was hopelessly under the magic spell of the dame who had
captured his soul.

After the marriage ceremony was over, Farmud on his way
home and was followed by his companions; when he suddenly
noticed that the girl was following them along with a little boy.
Farmud nearly died of shame seeing her. His friends marked the
developments and they stopped in a quiet place. Standing face
to face was the bright moon that had come down to this earth
to seize permanently sleep from poor Farmud's eyes. In a hurry
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?tnﬂgc‘ih;:; hr;arthOken when he could not see her for a long

armu

time.

Essence of the Brahmaputra o6

Days were passing and there was no news from Horeswar.
He had to spend sleepless nights and her thoughts often haunted
him day and night. Finally Horeswar came resulting in the
alteration of his heartbeat,

— Can I bear the pain if the reply was not in my favour."
What will happen to all my desires that I have been harbouring
in my heart?

Just like the soft cotton wool that resided inside the bosom
of the simolu flower similarly, Pomila's soul was occupied with
love and affection. She wanted to fly far away with Farmud
goriya. After listening to the good news Farmud was in the
seventh heaven and just like the cotton wool, his soul was trying
hard to get itself free to enable him to reach his destination in

no time. Gradually his love was becoming the talk of the day in
the locality.

FOUR

Sky is your abode

Where you sing and dance

Descending to this earth

Carrying a child

O Goddess Sitalee

Worshipping to appease you

By burning lamp and incense

Slowly you enter into

The human world

O Goddess Sitalee

The daughter of Barqat was afflicted with Aayae and

Hurmoti was busy offering prayers to the Goddess responsible
for causing it. The Goddess was served with nine different kinds
of offerings placed over banana leaves, along with nine cassanda
flowers. Sonafuli came close to her and whispered in her ear and

Essence of the Brahmaputra 07
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Let him come. I would tell him that a Hindu would marry
his daughter to him. If you elope with her, it would lead to
another Kurukshetra. Son does not repeat the mistake that I
had committed in the past. I would get a girl as that of the full
moon and you can live a happy life.

Hurmoti prepared the food with extra care kept the door

open for the arrival of Farmud. But on that day Farmud goriya
did not return home.

FIVE

O my dearest friend

Tell me your secrets

What you prefer

A Brahman

Or a Maulavi

Forehead painted with vermillion

The forest of Gadheni was reverberating with the voices

and laughter of the youths. Both Pomila and Farmud took shelter
in the midst of this forest fully supported by their friends. Tomzid
and his group carried the mattress and foodstuff for them.

— Both of you enjoy this night and tomorrow your marriage
ceremony will be solemnised.

Sonafuli and other friends warned Pomila not to surrender
herself fully to Farmud goriya. Only after the completion of the
marriage ceremony, he should be allowed to love her fully.
Sonafuli was quick and energetic and felt no hesitation to speak
frankly. She even asked Pomila— Tell me which one you prefer,

a Brahman with a vermillion or a Maulavi with a beard. Pomila
got nervous which even reflected on her face.

Essence of the Brahmaputra 09
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was shrouded with dark clouds
cebuked her. Hurmoti stood
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Hurmoti stopped crying and carefully looked at the face of
the man who uttered these words. He was Mullah Khabiruddin
the man with bushy hair and beard. 1

man started accumulacing in Hurmaoers
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The Gadheni forest was crowded with the local people.
The forest was resounding with the cacophonic sound of these
assembled people. In spite of this, the howling cry of old poor

Hurmoti even surpassed human frontiers and caused the nature
to be a compatriot in her grief,

Farmud my dear you too
Like your father

Injured my heart

With the deadly weapon

O please tell me

What has left in my life?

To go on living

Farmud the soul of my heart
O my dear Farmud goriya.

The cries of Pomila's companions were marked by a
distinct sorrowfulness echoes in the Gadheni forest even today-

Pomila finds a heretic

Pomila wins an outcast

Pomila you give your sweet honey
Pomila to a misbeliever

Pomila you never look back
Pomila at your home

Pomila along with Farmud

Pomila left your village

Pomila in the Gadheni forest
Pomila along with Farmud
Pomila moved into the intestine of a leopard.
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MISFORTUNE

The trees and shrubs seemed like children with face filled
with dust. The huge leaves of teak were left scattered here and
there like ears of elephant. The Peepul tree stood blank as if
sister Chandika with balded head has just returned from Kashi
and Puri. _ T

The wind blows whispering. What happen to my body!
No tendency to eat and sleep. 4

Even though, I think to goout, I can't. I don't even wish
to reside in the magnificient room. There is lot to be right. The
outside wind may soothe my bady and mind. Thinking so,
Bhagyawati came out of her room and stepped on the floor of
grassy garden in the backyard. The garden's grass have faded
and turned into golden yellow due to dryness. Besides that the
dry leaves with dust are scattered here and there. Yes, wind is
blowing outside. As if group of kids covered with dust crossed
Bhagyawati at a rapid pace. Then and there Bhagyawati ran
inside the house. It was not soothing air but was dusty loo.

Bhagyawati closed the backside door and moved towards
her bed when she suddenly stopped. Oh, before sleeping on the
huge bed, she had to refit the sheet filled with dust. But she
could not afford that much of strength. .

She came and stood near the window.

She peeped through the window to see a glimpse of the
gateway. The wide campus comes to an end in this narrow
gateway. This may be the starting point or the end. This may be
the terminal where she stands. Bothside the gateway is lined
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P

e day Bhagyawati stepped dowy,
veil on the same gatewqy

' |m trees:
beauttfullvu‘;yc b mt under a long :
The huge iron gate wqg

from a u car i heart.

carrying 2 © J. Seeing the gateway a5 to how huge woy] 4

kept Opeﬂ on sband'S comp und. Well! From that da
: 1. She was confined in tray

T TO r1c
pbeiE couldn't come outside- :
nate word marriage, frop,

| ven a Ve corﬂPaSSio ]
Wh?Ch .was Sg ;r:p sible for her £ be fre?‘ i Som.ethmg like
which it w2 -din cage made of thin bamboo sticks boup, 4

today another woman cap,
llowed by the bridegroon,
ear. The rough and dusty
Thinking so, Bhagyaway;
as about to g0 out for a walk irt

the balcony when she stopped suddenly. The sound of the

stoppage of the car almost destroyed her soothing atmospherg.
She felt as if a caterpillar has stung her whole body. She fe];
restless. [nstea ine the door. Bhagyawati looked at the
gateway from the window where she saw ne-wly wedded bride
and the proprietor husband in the form of bridegroom.

Slowly the thin ppeared from the sky ang

Jarkness disa
hided beneath the trees and nook and corner of the houses. I
the mean time Kanchanmati arrived an

d informed her that the

newly wed was very beautiful ; but tender aged. She looked a5

e grand daughter of the proprietor. She belonged tq

5 poor family. This girl has been married by offering wine

oney, meatetc. to her father. Kanchanmati insisted Bhagyawari
to have her food, but she refuse

d. In her distress she laid on the
dusty bed thinking-why do people have food? To live only! Wh
do people need to survive! To y

keep sweet dreams and wisheg
slive in the heart. If the dreams and the wishes shatter then?
Then does the existence 0 :

me gateway
sador car, fo

£ human is of any value? She sighed
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and turned to the other side of the bed

Suddenly, Bhagyawati sat ab
to get a pl aback. Though i triec
simgply, c‘;g‘;:giiir:o long ; she couldn't sfbjE::tgey :ﬁ:u tgﬁd
e e il sc::as ar;d turned from one side to anotﬁ;er .
b St ke e bec;’ﬂ gr which she sat aback did not sc on
Lot it shunds » she peeped outside. After a while al':e

bt peglalde by some body. e
P N T i:em;s; Efwe rn;lshed to the newly wed's
exhibiti . ng there! :
inno]z;::::nogi.b{"fsl;w where a wild animalzlisgsk?il Etel x
jifieleinisiie similar?:: a Cfvlarr'leleon is unprovokativepin t{a'an
Sl ten ke haY within human civilisation also the
P Hara 1t1 e .taste of raw blood in the nam ef
e e :1; eT t}illfference between proprietor like ;i;
b Pfoprietor. ough young, the newly wed is legal
iy When, Iilow, she is the source of enjoyment. of
il cigierorasnchn the PrOPosal for marriage of this ym;n
rlijeCCEd by her PaTEntsp(fﬁD(;rgtlﬁilOUId ;13‘/6 beenitmishs W?j
el : members o i
i i e e ol e e B i
e celebraﬁe proprietor came to marry this youn a‘{
happen? If I would hOn Nobody protested hiin. Why thaf f: ;
i KT et Ml ave gor.1e forward to oppose him, then }?t
A S tt;li stating it as co-wife's jeal. As a;' result ;

Bhagrawitiopy ef? laughing storck.
her heart from a jug P{)ac:(;nir}:e{:rhbed SpelenipcimtiE
soothe h : e corner of th
Yo Yes,etrh];?(‘:}‘z/agotrhi \:r:xr::.bige helpliesly look:dr:to ?ﬁér{)};zt

. A : on which ¥ W
:’;jdé?i Elf:‘:, :Itl)th her husband, the propsr}i:eetcfrpie;%':rf : erSt
o ;ut the first wedding night from her frii:r\acflz
mieting of i pﬁ erty. Ob, how sensational it would be! Th

e first wedding night with a handsome y01;th oef
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7 Thinkin&

us€

the fact tha
lled W
That robust mar o ! zf tobaccos

how pleasant was t},
d to tingle herself to adn?
was actually her hquanét

feelings and emoti i
ons with him b i
ISkt _ m by laying her i
ever tried to take advantage coverg her aiilarclleon hlst cliap.
ver tried to

¢ the middl: aged P ith betel nut and teeth tumgg
with whom she s ; enter in a woman's s
pe ecret zone. H
ng she wanted to. Well! How was eteh}(c;vfd l113hi<1gvawalti the way
al the limit of love. Bu
. t

plack due t© cgns}lmtf’ i¢ the first wedded night? She i
g W(’zddeh'mgers.o iled and approached Bhagyawagt after marriage, even middle aged m
scared when ¢ P’ P our legal husband. So Bhagyay, 5 unwantedly. What kind of inhu AIcan cross every limit
He justiﬁed saying - o] atj With great : man at was that.
d to create any SOIt of noise. It was actuall anguish Bhagyawati ,
was ot SUPPO to & o wrong, if one considered i Ya her bed and opened the back ati once again got up from
forceful execution: [t won't 80 A 1010 be comes, touches her b ackyard door. A shrivelli i
asarape instead of first wedded night's intercourse. The tortyrg S demoonth IET ody and goes away. Under th eiing “flnd
on the newly wed was nothing but suff:ermg experienced |, i e looks to the stunted earth. e milky light
Bhagyawatl Bhagyawati screamed that night alone and nobog ake up, Wake up the Hud |
2 d the following, d h y People worshi ; um to night
came forward to save her. Instead the 10 owl g’. ay the womey, Birthoml ships you with inscence stick
smiled at her and explained that the first night's meeting wig, gl en lamps lighten s
husband was supposed to be a bit torturous. Alsoaée worshiped up in heaven
Bhagyawati Once again sat on her bed. e tﬁwcril the hell
She felt as if a huge python was swallowing her from he, Humblee ark clouds with darkness
| legs. She heard a story of Purana through the group song G anlzil'igslzer from all
f Ojapali. During her childhooded, she remember how the Kalin, e €ss us.
L stinged Lakhinddar and how its venom spreaded form the feq, A nce the elderly ladies like mothe
to the entire body of Lakhinddar. This pathetic experience wyq s ancing nakedly in the Hudum Pu 'ar (311: Ei:nt Ve g
narrated through songs sung by the Mare group of singers. It wa : cEilgIZ a‘;au was returning home humed{ 'al aking the .chance,
as inexplicable as to why these songs came o her mins tl? l?‘ ami, In that moment Pobitra azd I:ng with Tilottama
respeatedly on the day of her wedding night, when she v hem 1d}ng behind the Dillenis indica tr aren have scared
forcefully made to face the first intercourse. When one Spendas three ladles. Bhagyawati, Tilottama and Kezs (zd'lu Tenga). The
night with a person with same kind of mind, it can never term 3 t i{ superstition that the ghosts reside i aDE'lml were aware of
a5 rape, but it will surely be a forceful torture orrape if one 3 and so these three girls were alread in Dillenis indica trees
_ : , . G € night other's hand and eady scared. They tied with
is spent with ones husband against her will i.e. body, mind and moved ahead when Pobi with each
soul. and scared them acting as ghosts. Their li obitra along with Haren
: spine; When th . Their lives almost ran down thei
Here is an example of pure love. For many days she s Th ey came to know that th i
pent ey got back their lives. Pobi they were not ghosts.
. Pobitra held one of Bhagyawati's hand

some time with Pobitra
Birina jungle besides river
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beneath the Bhaluka bamb : :
e heche us::i SOOSS }C:r in the and whispered it in her ear. Listening to i

are her became warm. She felt a weird sensstit(()J lt‘ hi: POy

n in her entire body.
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T e e

- water vase,

' to seven days if ther

lthistuja is pe

¢ rest of the night. The nakey

t SIeeI;:Ill]e to her mind which disturb‘ed

ht. | Sﬁch"a touching sentence!
hagya'" Wow: ! o
?og:e the Hudum Puja, when Bhagyawati wy

Seven davs‘ collect water from seven houses with wage,
t;:OOP along with Padumi and other friends,

vase and bam . cow. Aunts scattered a portion of lang
were M cattered i
They Wet€ 7 4. The reserved water was then scattered in the

I's nest, male crow's heaq

collected oW '
water collected after washing Dhel;

d sugar, flower, ¢
h of banana, raw sugar an » curd,
pollens, 2 bbu:t‘; | nut, betel-leaf, incence stick-powder and pulseg
rd Hudum. Aunt planted ,

.3 for the worship of Lor s
of twelve kinds gfthe other ladies made a thrilling sound by

a post an . : .
banaa B i In May-June when there 1820 12 the marrieg
repea ay in discrimination. Entry

i in obsense W
women decide to dance in obsense |
of men and young girls are prohlblted. The women accomplish,

the task of a priest. Only one man playing drum is allowed

enterin this Puja. His eyes are ried by a piece of cloth. Bl.lagyaWati
ry bit of that event. A banana plant is planteq

remembered every :
there. The Puja continued for three days. It continues even yp
. e be no rain, It is believed that worship of

Hudum God (the Barun) brings rain. No life survives if there be
no rain, There will be no scope for farming. The natural earth
: _Thinking of these dangerous consequences,

rformed. Bhagyawati's aunt explained everything

d. -
They dug a pitan
soil of elephant’s teeth,

to her when she was 2 minor.
" Even after Bhagyawati matured, she was prohibited ¢o

attend the Puja. She used to go there secretly along with Padum;

and Tilottama without knowledge of her aunt and enjoyed

singing Hudum Puja.
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S

e

B

e obszg::iaitwa? l}:eld in an isolated place and all the young
fes o rebukedma;d great interest. Bhagyawati and other young
B e insulted, which was a pleasure for everyone
present th - Then the ladies sang and danced holding the
udums banana post considering them to be their spouseg

Of seven brothers of Hudum |

None is having water

Oh cloud, be generous then pla

Bless us water for needs ’

For we offer for you

Let Hudum be wetted

Welcome water as plenty

It was believed that Hud i
brought ra.in. But before that : zﬂtgatl;::jdfx?t;? tefaCtiog
anq then it was worshipped. Later on, when the owlcapture
eats)lbf fo.und to be captured, a Banana tree was us‘:c?s o
za:zﬁt::n for Fhe hounted owl and it was worshipped. Buatlsoz
thacf Shoo}rll r;ght, the chief priest who was Bhagyawati's aunt
ill. ; a .been trembling with high fever. Even after
glylvenng .'er with heavy quilts, she was not f;eelin weﬁr
agyawati's uncle then called a Bej (local doctor) but t:g f
gg :1-81& :ol,l shlt: was te]13ken to the Dhubri Government L::::t(;l
e bullock-cart. But, on the way to i '
}verlxit ablficlle. Bhagyawati felt helples: Aftt;elg:i:ll:?irongesr?t:
?e : eaien Sh%?/([i-,’ she considered her uncle and aunt onll)y to be
coveretby white o, Brmgymmed e o o e house
at the dead body. Her c,ousines - I\?Im(\:n‘e Yashodaal k?oking
her. Manoj sat near the body of his rr(:g)?l?i:jxs; ;:a: oleined
Their neighbours then collected twelve typzs ‘of uls
bafnboo, sand vase, oil, turmeric, myrobalam, shells of smallinaie;’
coins, mustard seed, ghee etc. and carried the body on thé
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& eIﬂeterY' BY that time BhagyaWati
2 e regained her sense.she came 4,
sed beautifully by making her Weqp
was cremated. The rest of the
by lending money from here

bamboo platform todt}\;i ;
became senseless an o
know that her aunt wa(s:1 -
bangles sindoor etc- ant e
iizils v:'ere perfonned by he

T

o thS‘ja::;-denly, Bhagyawati felt
rear. The thought of hferhfj\l
She came out of her house WiP

something wet on her Che&ks
unt brought tears in her eyeg
g her tears with the borde, of

: She stood beneath the Litchi tree and looked a¢ the
Her saree. On€ ¢ that too far.
Kardoi tree wthl'l‘ W;jnr;f; Seathib rought misfortune to her life,
e agine that aiproprietor of Heiie
n 4 T uncile.
SR lace a pmposa1 of marriage £ A to kno
would ever place Mahendra Narayan came W aboy,
The proprietor So, heplaced the propogg)

3 somebOdY' ¢
Bhagyawatis beautli‘z: of the loan taken eatlier.

f{?'(féf';mde m\:xgtsth Sonic d the pIDPOSBI sta}l;ing }2\111 the
er unc . en, when he
objections placed by B\\agYa\Vﬁzzn?;;j that area, ther\:v 1—2:2
d to diplace him as peaser ed t
thregter;e erplexed condition. Pobitra was1 preziid . I(f .ﬂee
Taen f away. But she thought her uncie . dy ito
: 3 :
Bhagya“rble Again the lives of her cousin l\/lano;far;l ; oshodg
B 1 he i danger. Bhagyawati was aware Of Cue fact thay
aj_ISO WOII1 d aunt have taken the rESP0n51blhtles after death of
her uncle an the proprietor promisheq

arents. In this juncture, { -
?I':n?elessly that he would look after their house and it

households on having Bhagyawati as his wife. 'They were stll
uncertain about what to do when the proprietor called .fOr
Pobitra. There the incident took a Fllffefent turn. Th-e following
day after returning from the proprietor's house, Pobitra packeq

all his stuffs and went away from the village. He didn't even feg]

the need of meeting Bhagyawati. According to the members of

[t was
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his family the proprieter shifted him to Goalpara for a job. But
how could he sacrifice Bhagyawati for a mere job? Then why
Bhagyawati cannot sacrifice Pobitra for her uncle and her
cousions? With heavy heart she got ready for the unwanted
marriage. She wanted to know about Pobitra even after her
marriage. Accordingly she enquired and came to know only that
he went to do some job. Since then, he has not turn up to his
home.

The members of family knew nothing about him. From
that time, very often she got disturbed thinking about Pobitra.
Did the proprietor send some murderer to Goalpara to kill
Pobitra? He might have put some other conditions to scare
Pabitra and kept him away from Bhagyawati?

Surut, Surut, Surut?

These strange shricking voice created goosebumps on
Bhagyawati's body. Suddenly the voice disappeared. She looked
here and there. Ah! it was a silly cat! Why? Even though she
knew that nothing was going to change or nobody was going to
come, yet some sort of feeling persisted which created restlessness

or inquisition in her mind. This provided a hope of somebody's
arrival.

Alas, she is Bhagyawati.
This is quite unknown why Bhagyawati's parents named
her Bhagyawati!

The baby that take birth
In the first Bhada month
Moves but the birth of second
Faces rainy days and cares
Though the third Bhada brings
The golden days begining to end
This is what a folk-belief
And the luck goes that way.
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I

wind, rain have smased her go

Bh&%‘{i\\\’i\“ consoled herself and kept silent.

Arun. He came as comet.

id of August Probably, bec&use
AL . Her parents sh

ssing through e szSf Bhagyawati \X]Olﬂd
of that by as Bhadei instead © 4 hen
have given Der m‘z 1 her parent jed due to some sicknegg
she was seven i ,than disclaimed her as a Curse to hg,
Everyone in th le said that her Paren;,

er only, peOP \
arents and becaufif’%ocr’[u ne. She felt on her aunts death also,
fied due to her MO ¢ one of Bhagyabath She coulg

; asf l-r::)lsi);f any SOrt of luck in her life.
l(zfavgured her by giving her the support of he,
¢ her parent’s dea}ih. 5 1 ;

2 sion of the proprietor seemed g 5
The magnificent man ears. since she had entereg

: fifteen y
jail to Bhagyawatl. It has been hemothurf ol

. . 1 hich meant she could ha?/e
l{:l;s ls;lt\ﬁ:;c Fg; aspiration t0 attain motherhood she accepte 4
ids .

d.‘By that her biological desi
this elderly man as her husban e PObitr:

i te
flled. In her subconscious sta .
S\ivti?i‘;l(m a huge tool. Whenever the proprietor E)rtured her,
she used to think about Pobitra- As if that was the Venom of
le body as described in the

huge snake sprcaded in the who .
Mare songs of Padmapurana, as thought by Bhagyawait. Tt wag

3 wonderful touch feeling of Pobitrain dream. It was somewhg;

like a cool river flowing in 2 desert. Exactly a silweet oauch.
Very often the proprietor used to enter her room to fylfj]

his sexual desire. But when she refused it, she w?\s kicked, slapeq
and did various physical tortures before leaving the room, |

was something like hail storm passed through Bhagyawati. As if
lden world of dream. However,

. on
BhagyawatiWes °°0

never thought
Only luc
uncle and aunt afte

One day a person came to console her. He was none by
Not comet, he actually came as a rising

sun in the sky of Bhagyawati. He seemed to be a life saving
medicine (Makrdhwaj) for Bhagyawati. Arun was the cousin of
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the propr'ietor. He was the proprietor's aunt's son. The wierd
figure visited house of the proprietor very often He.used to call
Bhagyawgti as '‘Boudi' and this affectionate w;)rds were Zat
source of inspiration and carried 3 good faith on him Hisgr ]

were really secretive. He came from Bijni for some u. eIY"I:S
used to often go with his cousin for hunting in Manlzasqgse‘d .
both of them after hunting stayed there. In that ni ht‘wh:fl tﬁy
proprietor purposelssly harassed her, Bhagyawati o egned the d ;
of the backyard and made a depressing look to thi surrouti:di(rjlor
Once for a while she thought of commiting suicide to get rid g.f
the regular harrasment faced by ner. Without her kngo 1 dO

she came underneath the Kardoi tree. There she ex er‘;;s g;
an unwanted touch which shocked Bhagyawati. Whl; W

Me Boudi! Arun! Arun replied softly. How did (.)

e you come

It sound i i
il camzcdl!almost like a scolding. But what a peculiar

An woman suffering from despair, destress and depression
would always like to share her emotion with a person wﬁom h
felt would understand and probably Bhagyawati did the sal?nee
She lost her control and weeped embracing Arun with all he1:
heart. Arun then made her sit on a piece of wood (kundi). Then
by consoling her, provided her divine feeling of love )

You are very beautiful Boudi! .

How many springs were left undone in Bhagyawati's life.
Arun was a blessing of her life to hear such an affectionate
sentence. That was the strength in her life. She fulfilled it. Being
deprived for so long time for attaining that happiness. She got
awakened by her anxiety. Arun then went away saying that he
would meet her on the following full moon night.

Today is that very day. Slowly, many anxious hours from
that thirty days have already passed away. Kanchanmati told
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g to MATTY ONCe aga;
¢ incapability to attah{
hile on hearing thag

in
; as Jannt
: oprietor W ;
Bhagyawat! that ProPY 7 erile or havin

; ti to be S 8
stating Bhagyaw? ined still for a W

mothcrhood. She remal
er was quite obvious. She cartieg

s.
The complain agamstn 2 male soverignistic society, thi
¢ matter for sexual ple aSureS
_They are free from thi‘
he fact that men ShOuls
- eiving birth to a child,
be equally competent s women fo iinggsuicide of first wife &
rayan was known to all; but every
Whenevera irl gets married, she surtendey,
her husband, inspite of that Sl
it and gets treated as a megg
substance found in market: If one do:eSB 1not ::\3;1; kk:::dwﬂl by
another. What kind of thing Was t.hat. : 12115::; (g a beljef
that a person cannot succeed in life w Edl ; for\gngfclthv of
others. So Bhagyawati carried a self C.Oﬂd enc II; lrfg .her
own fortune to lead her life. SO she decide Elo act onhseh Opiniop,
Bhagyawati cealised that she Was un t;meat the Korgy;
sée unknowingly. She sat down on the huge “fooden toq]
(Kundi) there. She felt a wonderful sensation while touching

the empty space in the tool. .
¢ Yl())u are very beautiful Boudi! Oh! What a wonde thully

sweet saying. It is such a source of inspiratior.i that light rays of
are spreaded here and there. They are playing hide and seek
with darkness. Alas! There is no Surut Surut voice. Only the
dry leaves of the trees are whispering and talking to each other,

Even the large compound was awaken up if a person comeg
slently also. But there is 1O such change in the balcony today,
That meant Arun has not come. He may suddenly come at night
He is a weird man. Today, on his arrival, she would clearly sa3;

one remained silent. Whe
d aspirations ©

all her hopes ar atio
does not get propert justice tO
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him to take her awa .
PN bgf?; c‘i”aY “illnd carries dry leaves. However
ed in the west. S . i

owers have . So also the bl '
fl hay faded away. BHagyamattit el ossoming
increasing in absence of Arun stlessness

There is no rain since two months
seem to crack. The trees seem to be nake.
and looked almost dead. River, pond, e i

) y €8

out. There arouse a great problem f,
ople. F : or water among th
splioftage z;ri:rtsefr;olla"“llg problems with their fagrmse. %E:ri
S b yéste dOIl Y men but animals are also sufferin
ot nis rday two women came. It is a rare case 5).
i e e g by women of the neighbourhood
ame to invite Bhagyawati for Hudym Py; hi
prqposal, firstly Bhagyawati kept silent for S m Puja. At this
Puja was a sweet memorable festival in her lif lf';e- sl
turned 1.nt0 a bitter suffering in her present l'fe. S
: Listening to the logic of the ladies Bh;e' . 4
silent. She knows that Hudum Puja brings rfya“'lifl remained
aBriarl?slégt};learth due to schorching sun, is in gl:;'at n:eif‘ifdu§w
E the natural process would be a disasterin n il
A ature, if there
But sitting in the woode o
feeling of dry and roughness. thieo?sl’sfngi}r’lagwfigmmi h?Vir.lg dr.le
E:; 1:;(1;13{ i?ld soul due to dust in the nearby areas. Shlt;nlitlior:l v
great hope and waited for the sho o
be the nature is also feelling the same ket
What is this? :
g(/villhthe rain won't shower?
ith depr i
ey pressed mind Bhagyawati stood up from the
f’umt, Surut, Surut!!!
es! Yes! thatis Bh i}
words would make mild :cglzz“i’gtlllse:'n:;:if: Fl;icgsd P

kept on

Probably to the earth
d losing all their leaves
uaries etc. seem to dry
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ﬁ

11 surely bring calmness in he,
3

i no wOrds
strucking asant from the severe he

~ These
the earth may feel calm and ple

dryness- ol |

6
Surut, Suru e and Stopped. Bhagyawati sit
§

s would come close to b
please her entire bogr‘
Y,

to be a known noice.

i Kanchanmati;
e tool and puts :
th p qU.ESthrL

ok her head.
. dy of Kanchanmat;
light overed the i L
Pale light O™ he fa ded light falling across the KaT;I;
7 Why don't yoyu Sal

looked like 2 ghost in the .
ned Kanchanmatl
ti's body, asked Bhagyawati

rree What happe

an},-z)zmg? Embrassing Kanchanma
Kanchanmad said -
It was late while I was returnim

[ saw some boys coming from Bijni.
- Boys from Bijni! Who Were they! Was there Arun algy

Bhagyawati asked impatiently: Kanchanmati suddenly starteg
weeping. She then said weepingly the boys surrounded the jee
in which Bijni's boy was comming. 1hey killed him brug])
Killed means’ Bhagyawati asked seriously. Kanchanma‘t’i

pathetically replied --Yes, they murdered him.
Bhagyawati remained still for a while. Suddenly breakiy,
g

the silence Bhagyawati saton the huge wooden tool and starteg
e

crying.
Oh, a heart touching CIy.....:

g home Aaidau. Sudden),
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DARKNESS

Jamfai Odini
flower tree. Firsl:[l; Cahayamm Mondar Bibar. There i
pros i » & Crow shouted fro ere is a Modar
Wha:: soon joined him-ka-ka kmlil pranghiofihijeece
appe : T ednxa, ;
e them.P\;ﬁStti? this couple. Even there is .
problem. Did th er they are quarrelling! g SHH
2 e cuckoo has eaten up thei ing! What is the
eh .... Suh....Hei Suh HurP ;u eges.
------- el

Rahila strucks th
ShatnelessTheydi e pottery with hand. N ‘
bank of the s t(::ail;d I-lOF move. After Walkingo,; ;:e CrOWS were
somebody have Spr:a;filsd the river Kulashi. It 102;(8&{3( by the
branches of the Modar ire;hffl:eddish ol s like that
there on the water of the str i
fishes like Darikana. eam. Th

Rohila wonder
ed on he :
from town in t aring the sound of
His arrival milaenafteﬁnoon; He is suppose tz Ctile bu-s ren.lming
g i ofchays the hfazsagu and the Baisame in this bus.
aram Moda gu means th
Assamese orchi ¥ r flower. There i the
Aliod Sweetrg:-:tj lha}nglng from the small ::hl(s;lz S“EEet bunch of
coming fr of the spring. Such a mind b . pespdite
\%V Emhthe young Azar tree ind blowing attraction
ell, he will }
e Ky e will diop from the bus wich  lovely smile
bus. It i pesrs e covered b ile just
is something like the moon aboveytt}}:: ﬁu}it behcind the
ght and milky

smokes running i
i
as the moon b g in the sky. Yes, he would com
ecomes clear out of smoke e out of the dust
85

our throughout th
! 1€

gs were jumping here and

€y are surprising the small
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Gurini Chayaram Mondar Bibar
il talk happily under the Chayaran,

e m Mo
i odind Chahydc;da .

cartful 1oV to

eam-
i .H
Now, the boy ed to his home. He spent map,

illages. I
. .}y strangers © unknown ViLages. 't was
sleepless nights with stran® e of them did not return. The:

wild life for many days- i

remained in jungles: Because; the treaty their issye
k baloon: s baloon may burst at ap,

s, Howevers, he has be%

was nothing but a blan
uld come by this tj

moment.
rempted for many

g ¢ branch at the top o

e floor of house. Evey,

The wasps will not
rhe tree. The ants will not come up to 1
The youths shall not have

5 to g0

the white ants would noe Iy
after job. The condition of roads and houses will be improy

of rice. In the field, besi(ejd'

€5

The paddy field will produce plenty
r. where they performed Bagrumba dance will have g,
£

river,

gesture of Kahuya grass- People would not have to die like

and dogs, without medical aid. The pupils of Primary chats
even if there be heavy rain. %l

need not have to runt away,
Ou wani khanjang barai khan khou
The time will come wh le wi

o ere people will use small bamby,

sticks for combing. There will be abundant of fried mea

pond of wine -- Bedarani aklai jouni fakhria. Because, their 1et ang
are in charge of administration. So, he is very happy e ';iders
on these days- That's why, very frequently he travels ftom ]V‘{llolls
back. Rahila got the chance. She used to meelt f:gs

hayaram Modar tree at times.
o the town Very often. Why don't you ¢
0

Jamfa
Ada Chayaram

Oh brother, h
flower of the bank

the Chayaram Modg,

to town and

under the C
You go t

something’
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Of course - h ;
Actually what e replied. But sh
her a fool? S]i ‘.NHS the text of s € was a.t a loss on his reply
W'li e just thought so reply. Did he want to mg k,
i ill, somethi ; €
in search of a girl folrnrgnhas to be done. Angni Injao, fi
DoybknewBhaiti e. I got one. But I failedma:to, firstly, [ am
cqti Herfacetslik e looks like? Migkhangi to get her heart.
don baorai, Hair iselﬁ(le?:gfwild cardam On?ggo naibila tharai lai
o othand lovel. Agouc h, Hathayao il b o aONMibﬂa
and golden. rou agoni fangdan i niji, Nose is
g. The breast is wi
ide

Oh, she ma :

i y hail fro

town tlga I}I:Iniet that queen ;Isllt: :“;‘ That is why you are goi

ila's face turn g g

Lo s Al sasif the cloudy s :

holding in hand arfclla ?;F dthat lpla(:e out olz;;f alt_-;agu. SRy
id smiling— . He stopped her

Do you kno
w who she i
the hand. Y she is? Th
The si:;(;u aée really beﬂurifiloaz,h‘qh?m I'am holding
Jeih 4 - e » Rahilal
just like humming ofoflilbt satisfaction of miad
moment was that? Sh ng of Honey-Bees rIiI Brgeped,Rahila
expected heart rende € became L hOW Fhe pleasant
room. She stood infr ring words. She ran hor;1 earing the most
of slied bamboo. Sheont of the mirror hangin e and reached bed
of the body. Is her f; was shy to look at her ff on the wall made
that her breast is so ?v‘fz really like a wild carzz and other parts
above description? ide goldy. Did she hide inr:}?m! B fit true
nght the ) yness ror the
e man 1
spend nights in differe : }?k' He may stay at fo
lovesfor Ret earstall nt houses. Still then, he h rest or he may
small juicy inner pa Y, as the jackfruit tree,be a;rk?p.t the true
core of the hEarthrt' Yes, this is the wealth ferRam‘t including
depressed. It dOe-s ut she observes, very frequr 1hlla, Oh, the
winter sky. Whene::ot look nice, if there be dznli y hused to ke
er asked-he gets a shock an; bCIOUds in the
ecomes alert.
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B

. d hO were bl]sy :

fishing 0 big pccl) rIlC-Ommit a r_niStakr‘Zsse
: ]li:)hila Jooks at-hls dep

Rahila’
d face-

ist : her, all in a suddep,
¢ mistaxe fike other, . :
Wha ¢ the fores of strange forest life appeag,

g Scengr wrong, nobody will

ay be 1t 11 The circumstances or

nes
|s one tO select danger

g wﬂ;g: ;\Vh\' the jobless youthsbl
i h wilé-lives? Why \fve are unable
) Eack from forest st

him by three years. She was j
he was actively involved With
and Picketings. She didu'

are leadin 11 today?

to bring them

i than
Rahila is younget
admitted iD High school when

: agrahs y :
public meeu}rllgs, Satyagl« meetings: Picketing etc. .... Thq
t W
understand wha

went to meetings: ngetll:)mesi S{} € alsg

BsE gcriotl:frsparents to listion m;zngg.e :;ZE :h Olsgened
i . On It wi
accorr}pameh lectures of the tVO YQULES, i dompl bt
atgentively 55 The other one Was of long wi . Plexion,
dark Complems()lil- od to listen lectures carefully Elrll clapped iy,
e us :

‘ as areal leader- Gradually, Rahila understoqg
time. The shortonew J the movement as volenteer, §

So, she 6;112? d]:::; a5 students leader of the locality,

: 1d in their village, in support of thg
One day, a meetng Zﬁ&e(}ajlen’ Rahila and others. The leade

ot was arrang : : :

aguauon.t Itand the distrits were late in attending the meeting, Sy,
ate : imp :

of the st in the meeting became impatients. Thep,

the' people ?fsr:;e responsibility to deliver speech. He had ¢
Ga]'en waslgl lecture. Rahila was impressed on him. Gajey
G th and development of the Bod,

ined about grow —
%l;::rrrllunity. He also sang a Bodo folk song
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Foi oi rabo fichafour nouchire fai-aho

So also addressed to the Boro Brother—
Daoha mangnou thandini

Dahal thungri lalanoi kija fardan nanoi
Dosman norkhao houchoy, dini.

Ada bachiram jouhoulao

Noungle garaya dowe langdou,

Akhra bundao nanoi nonou hochoy langdou
Nohor howoi mohor nusmon frale

Hailado huilado foile gaou,

Nangla nanglo nalegon hajou gofeyao

Thoya thaile gon dusmona debaha

Leg on jong Boro foura.

Dagi ada bachiram joholao dagi vnovou,
Joholaoni fica, berani fica nongle ushrir hagon. |
Ada dao haram joholao nongbi daoga.

Langdou,

Nongri lamayao keehou haodou.

Oh Bodo brothers, please come to the battle field.
Take the weapons and be couragious

For despatching the enemies

Go ahead riding the horses.

Look at, powerful enemies advancing

If there be war even at cave

Let the opponent die.

Triump is inevident to Bodo.

Brother Haodaram! go ahead, weapons in hand
And riding the elephant

Attack and smash the enemies.

It was an exciting lecture. There were claps from every
corner. The people whispered - Our Gajen will be a great leader
one day. By this time, the senior leaders arrived in the spot.
Gajen addressed them before the public. The meeting begun
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delivering their lectureg

stage after ¢ '

formally. The leaders leftitheTh en, Rahil2 Leftw};‘:ispgir:; and
. . O

So also the audlencgs ajen for reStOftI:Cture. Said Rahr;f.

came to the stage t‘c:npi;sed listenir® 2,1'03 Gojen - Thank ‘/'Oua

mi nae ¥

Really [ a i antly re:l;? words. After that, Rahil,

G J in other programmes of the

meetings 2 of the Assistant Secretaryship

ke chargeé nt in various activities of

involvemen: -

of her . of Gojen. As 2 result of which,
because q dance hysically close. It wag
the agitation un erhim' It d]_d not mean pthe notice Of P()lice as
she came closer to dually, be ganag ly. This way, th
closeness of mind. Gra frequently- 150 Gajet'1 :’1

s arreste
56 L

istration tried to SUP s jocratic system. The cause of
i ouths lost faith on the den the Government. They
other y Ak e ices So; Without the
am armed 1evoe from the hands 0 ot to the forest. Rﬂhﬂa
had to dﬂe 3;"131’; sillage people, Gajen e

knowledge ot t

was unaware O}f thcils fac\;hen the sun was playing behind the
It was the day

.o Rahila, after cleaning
st before setting. e :
Bhaluka bamboo buiilz:: shed. Her mother was %ISZ; Illni;ghtmg
S .
the courtYafd, wa ling sprealed the gate way ) 1;\ i me 3¢
lamps. A nlce};m qve the news O Rahila secret’.i y. ; r{(}:ﬁ, she
that moment. e% by Bot tree besides t}.lf.: dea p(iln}; sually
rushed to the nt?ere out of fear of evil spirits: But all these fearg
one never goeSent her. That Mannai Mara (Danger}; ma.n), he
could noé‘E;eanEY ‘he Bat tree. She could change her air only
was standl .
after meeting him.
Where were you

; u Ok? . '
i AIr-;eeys?miled on the repeated questions of Rahila.

The healthy man looked pale. Long hair disordered. The

for long time; Why did you not meet
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dress put on was dirty and turned here and there. She saw it in a

faded light.
I have come to bid you farewell.
Rahila wondered, what did he mean by farewell: What
will be the meaning of farewell at this period!
meet her after interval of one or two months.
has come to her after two months, Why
of farewell?

I have decided to join the organisation. As if somebody
has struck her heart by an axe. The man who used to talk of
peaceful movement earlier, would join organisation now! That
means the path of militants?

None of State or Central Government js sympathetic to
our demand. They think, our peaceful agitation has some weak
points. Our simple and easy going race is treated as coward's
race according to them. They will understand this time as to
how much we can be hard and ferocious, for the sake of our
motherland. That's why I have come to you for biding farewell.

She was surprised. She had no words. Her eys were kept
open. She was gazed at him painfully. She asked, can't you avoid
this path? Why others can't go? The path choosen by you is not
secure. [ wonder, my heart goes for you. I will die, certainly. But
she could not express it in word. Tears drop down her cheek
like a snake. The musical sound of cricket and dove seemed to
stop at her loud cry.

Gajen embraced her and tried to console, saying -- you
are my courage, hope and aspiration. What will happen to me if
you get nervous?

Rabhila tried to be calm, but in vain. She wept and wept.
She broke the silence of the night.

You keep in touch with my father. You tell my father to
think over sister Gita's marriage on finding any eligible person's
proposal. I shall try to meet you occasionally in this particular

Earlier, he used to
This time also he
than there was a ques tion
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: d.
ot. I shall. lnfOT;n Y;r‘: ah:;ed farewell She was lgoking at hip,
He kissed her , darkness She came tO life on Upen

as her eys g0eS) ; rOl-lto her hom® sﬂentl‘g f sleepl
er Of sleeple :
num pless nlghts

sp

voice and came DA% 5 4 1o spen
After that Rakis 1;11 did not rell anyone that Gajen joineq
he days passed on, memberg ¢

and anxious MOMER= 0 s
: owe ) 5
extremist &F oup-‘“ es came © know the peace loving Gaje,
his family and V1 ¥ f the extremists:

has turned tO be leader ©
: hila used to enquire about welf,
As directed by Gajem, I . wab -
£ Gajen's father and sister ita's marriage w?s over Bl Gatdd
of Gajen’s 12 . oe ceremony O Gita. The Polig,

could not artend e m]?r:; ii that area in civil dress. Rahj)
ik i . i a
A ilikery were P20 i ob of

and TRTY formation and did the ] a middlema,,

conveyed all these !
n between Rahila and Gaje

in all respect: A
b red the relatio ‘ ; X
w/Bajou) sister-in-law, G;
ta

Gira suppor ’
She thus addressedﬁahda as (Nabo : )
e a meeting with her elder brothe

r

requested Rahila to arrange B :
Gajen, as she wished to see his face before her marriage.
In fact, Rahila also rried her level best for arranging ,

o was in charge of ,

meeting. On the other hand, Gajen wh |
district level organisation, tried utmost to pay a Visit and see b

only sister. But, due to tight vigilance of the police and th,
military that was not possible.

Gita wept loudly when Rahila advised her as to how g},
would lead the couple life. Athing gajyob lathai anjil. Rahile
understood that Gita did not weep thinking on that mattea
Her sorrow was that she missed to see the face of her elder broth:
on the very moment of her departure. Rahila also joined he '
Taking this chance both of them discharged the accumﬂate:i

cares and anxieties of mind.

They were advancing by the bank of Kulashi river holding
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gun in their hands. The
took their y reached the parti
g N %J:Suon (t:he shoulder, came inl:; rat:?fscrl place. They
i Tfle;yto g??s-ﬁoner and the SuPeﬂndzgirsp g elfed
of honour. Slowly, in a Eosl;respeétive seat after offering 5;)1:;:
; une i j
surrender. But thi y Gajen explain
when he used t(}; 13 ITF ture was not the sameiowe?fiuihe gau?e-s %
the movement Raiill‘;erlbef(;fe the public, while he ZT;S ISESFEd
‘ also thought that ki ing
been elaborat thought that his le
PR Z ;g t? the points and precious :):rtllcire Sho}? il
weak, pale and d0 ovement, But on, Gajen tix'ﬂs i .
she \A:ill get him epressed. The only point of h,a ek looks
Neg e rzlearlf?Y}-lYes, her eyes are wettedpgmess L
) oday of t EVﬂlage y tears.
wise or could ill- would be able to1
Al froml F}fhaye. Her father, very often uszlcilether Od?er
il s, e villagers and he had to cauti ho gy
i i 2l
life andgmarrl;pytofs:)c:ﬁa ;hat Ihe wound come baclfrlleasfng vaﬁg
. ; €day.l cann :
eriod of time. ot wait for '
Eannot thirlsclz f"{lou have' to think over youryy?olili)r P
A ik Era Y l:r rr;ar}rllage ahead of you. Her fatﬁer Swtzr. I
3 , her fat eriS -u ﬁ . er used to
death rather t justified. But Rahil
S arr;nh:n to marry other. Indirectly she E;:T Cl’::ld inre}fer
herBheriE ngmmar;l“lage of her younger sister rnan}'r:l a tisrz3 B i
oS ldove - He would not go for the youn ‘eil i
he elder one. She tried through h S i
her father is adament, gh her mother too. But
Rahila | :
gl e similaOOkid at Kadami. Yes, she has also grown
Ny rto her standard. Kadami appeared matri ulp z%nd
ik f;;itl“’lg; b.ut failed to pass. That has been ?}521 C;I ?)Lilon
S towz‘ ; Eh{la used to pass her time by going top c(())ll: y
B /;xct L:IS1 alsfo ata stzge, for not crossing the degrgz
. i y, for spending ti : .
the a S X g times in vari
brothit;t;i)irlll, it h.ampered in her study. The 013‘;5' V(‘)’Orks A
at High school level. Some youths from zililar;geest
or
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e

ve already rried to get he.r mind. HOWeVer‘
: their idea whenever Ra}}lla tal]f(s of Gijo
every one g}ves uPas an exception: In his view point, it is noy
Well, Sadhiram lwve Rahila, even if some one has already
€ *\ her. He says everybody has the right tO'I(?Ve i
tOUCh wit a a W]ll you alloW your bOdY to get flnlshed it
ower. ed in anger at this and slappeq

Moon or 2 :
e 1 | Rahila rag .
Ciaézré:il:;lorg}?: 5(1)12‘2) threatened Sadhiram that she will tell 4]
i ;

Gajen. ! ;
b gilff Leowa:trange is the chap of Sadhiram. He ignored it

d. In a relaxed state, h,
if he was threatened and slappe » he
ev’ilti—lfl lfave expressed freely and franklv,‘ whatever I felt right
and proper. I Jon't think that I have committed a crime. Twould

not mind at all, if Gajen fire at me for this. 4
Sadhiram is an peculiar youth who used to COMPOSe poemg

and short stories. Rahila took him to her h(?u.s? and made
acquaintance with Kadami Then he started visiting kadami's
place every now and then. Rahila noticed t'hat, an intimacy has
been developed between Kadami and Sadhiam. So, she thought
of an wonderful plan. Odini Sayaram Mondarr Bibar. The Modar
flower besides the stream. She asked him to come to that place.
He went there. There Rahila asked him to flee Kadami away.
Initially, Sadhiram did not agree to do it. However, when Rahila
requested him that she had planned that in order to stop rumours
and ill-feelings of the people. Finally, Sadhiram was convinced
and briefed the fact before Kadami. Kadami did not disagree to
it, as she knew that her elder sister had already made up her
mind. This way, under the initiative of Rahila, Sadhiram and
Kadami flew away. Their father was raged in anger and had to
cut the banana trees of his farm out of anxiety. Later on he
became calm and normal. One day, on getting opportunity,
Rahila invited Sadhiram and Kadami to their house. At once
they reached home and bowed in front of their father and prayed
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for forgiving them. On the advi .
father arranged the formal ;:::f:g:fo? g;:gghbgurS, Rahﬂ?'s
grand way. i and Sadhiram in
ThlS‘YOUth of the nearby village, Sadhiram is an ed d
chap. He is the only son of his parents. They h o el
filled with cows, store filled with paddy, Pig- y have the shed
family. , Pig-stall. A well to do
So, Rahila made her f.
Kadami had committed a mizls:lf; kl)l; ?Ejif;i::at Elll'though
she has choosen an able youth of an ideal famil au tlm;tely
should not be displeased. Other wise her marri dY-. s such, we
be peaceful and happy. ried life would not
May bakhi nunno
Mouchou gali nunno
Ang khou bilai haba afa gasai
Angkhou bilai haba afa gasai
Oh dear father Marry me to the one
May be Healthy, wealthy and wise.

Ganesh's family do not have sh
| ed for cow o

Tha’z;a \;.]ri:grzer father rebukes her whenever Lit(;ft?z}l::igz.
Dao S y nakhaolay, b'lla habnay nayaobay. You have inviteci
troubles, to go your marriage way to a family which has been
made untc.)ucha.ble, jwhere crows and kites have entered. If you
fom{l:f relatlonskfup with a family, who do not have the ca;pacity
to offer a pot of wine o i i
3 r a pig, [ will be the last person to support

NOV"V ‘(38]'8[‘1 will surrender. He will lead the normal life.
The Adn.mmstratlon committed that necessary steps will be taken
for appointment of all of them. He would get a better job. He
woulld marry Rahila and then her father will not insult Gajen's
fgmﬂy with such neglected words. Rather, he would not
disapprove their marriage. She wiped her tears through the veil
of her Dakhana and attended the meeting arranged for surrender
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P

ing Gajen- She met Gajen after the

others eyes:
i 2:: :sge a mistake -- didI?
5 jeve on himself. That's why he Wi,
his peloved Rahila, imme.diately‘ after g é
i e. Over Weeping Rahila noddey

rmalities Were:
d -- No, notat all. You are correq,

oment-due to personal love ang
that moment, he had the oy
ing with fire is with her, with nz

the man playi ' :
t ow she can handle Gajen as she likes. W)

can marry him.

of the militants
i d glanc

doubt and fear. :

love him. Certainly she .
she Cage: Eahila, now I feel myselfas 2 defeated Soldier. He vy

really depressed. The following day he sat looking the flyy,

honey bees out of the Chayaram Modar tree }aesidc?s the streap,
Brother Bachiram surrendered after defeating Tibbetans, But
what about

Gajen. She compared one with the C.)ther, Rahil,
could not satisfy herself on this act. Everylzbody in this worlg
wants her beloved to be exceptional and unique. She could ny
accept Gajen and others surrende

ring so easily. The surrender jg
compromise. This is a defeat. So,

how she could accept defegy
Average people do not judge wihat &5 right or what is Wrong,:
They just lead a normal and easy going life. These people accepy
the path choosen

by the majority of the agitators. This jg
absolutely a blind support - as the common sheeps follow thejr
group leader at the top.

It is a fact that this national issue was handled by the
Government in the State and the Centre for mere political gain
of the ruling party. The Government thus succeeded in dividin
the leaders of the movement. As a result of which the commop
Bodo community, sub-leaders and leaders like Gojen were in 5
state of dilemma. Ultimately they kept aside their genuine demand

and surrendered for their narrow gain.
The depression grasped Rahila. The authority who
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committed for employment of
th
s € surrenders, were about to lose
Dagabachyoi, Ayoi
chyor, Ayoi Dagabachyoi '
Qkha girida Boro Khurmani SR
Ficha hingowa malayani, :
Oh dearest mother dont cry
This is a process
Big pigs are for neighbour
gr may get the relatives
rown up girls go for other
; : s
3 g?::ila V‘(l/as delfghted to imagine herself a bride h
ay 0 ami's marriage. She gave away her s d il
ha[?pmess,‘ cares and anxieties on the day when Gize;; Team of
Beit 'happllness Or SOrTow, cares or anxieties, all these S mam?d.
way just like the flowing rivers and brought h e Camed
s er various dirty
Perhaps, Ishall not
e get you as my wedded wi
were heaft sending words, who said that, who? I‘fl;fe.((;:)b' the?e
tlﬁese sl;en}c:us words! Gajen was starring at tl;e w::telfl 152 S'ald
t rodug t ; si:ream. He was very depressed. Yes, the unde:",mg
words might have uttered by him only. The =
them to utter such words. A
Yes, Rahila, I have said
Yes, ; these. I am com
Eveél ;f yo; do not belief it. For how long I aillie\iitz el S}?,
bgg Is ip of my family. Every time [ go to the town in sea:;:sli tf ;
]-?I'd cc:meden"fpty.hal:lded. Now, I am fedup. My father will?:l'a
if I don't admit him in the hospital for immediate &
Gajen wept helplessly. A

Whtﬂtt 'is the problem with him - asked Rahila
hOh it is cancer, throat cancer :
Rahila was surprised to hear ;
the word cancer. She mad
wonderful sound. The frogs on the bank of the stream i : e?l
and went under water. ¥ b
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Uncle Jiuram KﬂCh%rVi 1{1 féetf;e:ie him.

Long e.:el go aws‘)’/ . eel in Polapukhuri during the

This Jiuram W€ 05 . Small boys and gils useq o
conflict of Boro & o moving eel and used to run away,
<o was busy i fishing then he saw Manjy,
en ]1-[1T ratima. Then he hit them by hlS

o ira trying to rape e
o }')«?Ieﬂdl ain hiow m’andgéd {U U[ﬁpff but Maniya

fishing axe. Harendra some . i
became handicapped for rest of his life. Juiram saldr -- You are
fighting for seperate state that's ok. But you can't rape one

innocent girl. '
That healthy, simple but brave Jiuram, the father of Qalen
hila felt sad. She did not

was fighting against a deadly disease. Ra
go to Gajen's house for a long time. Now Gajen has come. She
felt shy to go there. During Gajen’s absence, Rahila used to meet
his father and he loved her as his daughter. Whenever she
wanted to serve him, he used to intervence. She has to cross a
tough situation for rendering her service due to this my dear
man. But what has happen to him, today.

Uncle Jiuram said once - Hei, I have not understand what
that pig (Gajen) would do by using gun. On the other hand, in
the name of building country, our nephew (Maniya) is involved
with rape case. And you Rahila! You are waiting for that chap.
[ don't understand about these things. I am a simple man. Somy
thinking is like this. There will be no harm if one serves the

country as doctor, than to take gun in hand for reformation of

the society.

Uncle Juiram used to tell her valuable words whenever he

kept himself busy with thatch works. His advice were very simple
but carried heavy meaning. He had high hope on Gajen. Rahila
otill remembers one incident. Gajen passed the matriculation
Examination that day. Patiram gave this good news to Jiuram
who was busy in fishing (eel) at Barpukhuri. Jiuram reacted by
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asking Patiram - Has the pig passed ¢ .y
science! o be eligible to study medical

Patiram anxiously replied - Yes Adou
Jiuram was excited at this good neyys I—I
He distributed the fishes whoever he met TR
was delighted and said loudly - O
Gajen has passed the matric examing
will make him a doctor. I commi to
doctor one day.
Jiuram arranged a party with
ork i
wishers. How Joyous was that momellet' A2 Winfytothepell
On the contrary, Gajen wa .
LENGED ) s entangled wi
of the agitation instead of study. This ign?)ran:v;g t};le gctglnes
) n ha
and so he ask hur.1 - Hey, when are you going to become ail Oubllz
One day, Jiuram realised that his son could n e
a doctor, because he had stopped stu ever become

dying du

o) ; eto hea du
agitation entrusted on him. He never had certainity i yiguty of
eating and sleeping. ty in routine

Gajen continued to lead his wild I;
expressed his dissatisfaction befo(rie }}}{;Shﬁrélf %ﬁe '_Th;n Jiuram
a real pig. He could not fulfil my desire, How v::ﬁnlf & l?ecome
my dear daughter, Rahila! e satisfy you

Rahila sat under the Chayaram Modar tree near th
and remembered the sayings of his father Jiuram S}rl e stream
wept. Helpless Gajen could not console Iixer - PufEbiRad

What will happen! Keeping hi et ‘
the brilliant student sacriﬁcedphisgst1:5(:15,‘(;:'2:'3 Eﬁg ::E: 2? ltcllf Qa]en,
However, political conspiracy had smashed his dreameuI ra}(l:e.
become a big zero after discharging immense hard worl.c tT}TS
united society broke into different branches of ideolo . ;
attitude. The revolutionary power divided into small groug: EE‘?]
cyclone of the internal conflicts, doubts and lack of b I‘pf -h ;
affected worsely. ot s

pped fishing.
et on the way home. He
my village people, listen.
tion with flying colours. I
you. Surely, he will be a
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Gaj 1l these evil motives. Today, heis adefeateq
ajen gave up a 1¢h for survival of his dilapidateq

soldier, as he does not have wea e i
family. Alas, his father, Jiuram had the aspiration to makxe him 5
The pure dream of the

doctor to serve the down-troden society- ik
innocent man is left to fight with luck and serious illness. As if
he ultimately prepared to count his last day, for want of proper

treatment for his ailing father.
d before them. But there was

..+ So many questions appeare ‘ A
no solution. Both of them were undecided. Where is the future?
again! He looked at Rahila,

Gajen thought - should. I go to forest ‘
She was stunned. He than questioned himself - will they accept

me as before.

009

The bus has crossed Rahila. However, there was no sign
of Mannai mara. She kept the pot under the Modar tree and
awaited for a while. Sundari came from the opposite direction
Did the bus came from town! Rahila asked Sunandi.

No, answered Sunandi

O.K. Rahila felt a bit relieved.
That one was military truck. They dropped some one and

picked up the militares. Well, I could guess your anxiousness,
sister Rahila.
Sunandi is younger to Rahila. She belongs to her colony.
This year, she appeared the matriculation examination. She is
studious. Rahila asked Sunandi - Do you know, why?
Yes, you are waiting for Gajen brother-in-law.
Is not it, elder sister!
Rahila showed a sign of anger
You, wicked-
Sunandi left the place quickly.
The stream is flowing by the western side of the large
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pon d—Barpukhuri. The Primary scho lis s
ern side. It is the road crossing after g g
stop. All the up and down buses sto c;lrlne
girls, who used to collect water frori her
Jook and lough at Rahila, who used toth

Modar tree. Some of them even ygeq to irri
woman used to suggest her - Why do yoy, titate her. Elderly
range your marriage. We shall have 5 parwaﬂ? Sitting idle? Ar-
These type of comments come even in frong “;ltGh meat and fish,
had nothing to say on such remarks, He g Ot Lajen also.Gajen
helplessly. He feels himself lonely and m, imply looks at the sky
gets that Ra-hila was sitting near him, Thato re depressed. He for.
looking delighted imediately after his surriozr chap! He started
offairs, he used to do public works o asn er.‘Besides family
houses etc. repair of roads and
Rahila observed that, Gojen used .
(spring festival) whole heartedly, On 0
(Garu Bihu), he collected ashes of COt
with Mustard oil. He painted the castor tree with i
on the body of cows. He then put mustered lt'l itand stamped
feet of cows. He took the cows to the S 021 and Sindur on
He made the garland with the pieces of brir?jt:ﬂ :r?;hed Elhem.
gourd and

hung them in the neck of the co
ws. H
the branches of deghlati tree saying— e beated the cows with

€. All the women and
.pond, used to have 5
it for Gajen under the

hbe involved in Baisq e
ke-: day of cow festival
OKIng pot and mixed it

Lao ja tatho ja
Bachor Bochor a haja haja
Bimani bither, fikani bither
I;IToEgchoutch;lu Jagon hatua gidir
ello cow! have brinj
sl yearl‘ye brinjal and gourd
And number be increased
Let you be able oxes

Essence of the Brahmaputra |:l45




__—"

Further he said singing
Dighiliti mouchoudani mg.lz
Dudali jagoun g3t khuk}.uh. '
Dighiliti Laothc Kprikpri ganthi o
Jyungni Mouchoa jagon balad fathi
Janai Nongya gaire hefra
Matha jagon faloun beha.
Dighlati is medicine
For you dear row
Ah you be more milky
Dighlotis have more join
You ox, be healthy and stout
For tighting like hero.

He performed all the traditional rituals sincerely. He u.ed
cows with new rope made by his father. He also offeF them.nce
kept for this purpose. On the next day, it was the Bihu festlva.l_
The day is to welcome the new year. Gajen cleaned their
Kitchen, living house and the portico. Rahila asked, whether
<he should come to help him. He replied — Let me do alone on
this Bihu day. After completing his works, he took bath and
worshipped Bathou God. They ate fried Khunkhu, a bitter veg-
etable with chicken and baded farewell to the previous year.
They also enjoyed the day with rise, mutton, wine etc. accord-
ing to their custom.

There Rahila came with a Gamocha - a towel in her hand.
She bowed before Jiuram and offered the self made Garmocha to
him. Ah, the healthy man has become pale and weak. He wished
Rahila. His eys were filled with tears. Both Rahila and Gajen
felt for his pain.

At the time of offering Gamocha Gajen questioned Rahila.

Have you made it? She nodded her head and said—Is there any

doubt?
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Gajen reluctantly said - [ feqr.
rorned and get a handkerchief of yo
What? Rahila had a strange b
come out from your month on the
Gajen had a deaf ear.

Rahila cried loudly and lefe N
Monder bibar. She reached the spo ;};?Ol;}ii: Cohizm Chayaram
rree near the stream. She cried as she could. ¢ Yaram Modar
by the dakhana. Gajen ran fast and stood bes’i y OVEnng her face

I just joked Rahila, be calm, He tried t :s G,
questioned weeping - You know what e OfiMOnsF)l.e her. She
were those? That too on the day of Bihy! uspicious words

I know Rahila. One will offer the -
sire when divorce is inevitable,

She attacted him - Why thep,. .

What is that! Once I spent my valuable days for agitation

and leading wild life. The long attachment
and -

between each other has begin now only. Tkr:e “lrlldeTstandm.g
vorce will not arise before my death - O k| g citodlofidis

Rahila placed her right hand on his rno‘u‘
- Still you are uttering inauspicious words!

Oh sorry, I promise, I shall never .

! utt :

rure. Are you happy now! er such words in fi:-

She embrrassed him saying-—
strange fellow.

Ah, what a heavenly union. There i i

. . is no -

kissed and kissed at the beautiful chock of Rahisi;n e

Next day, people from all walk of life got united and per-

formed Bihu dance and song by bittin
g drum, fl
folk instruments. ute and other

Baisagu aiyei e-Baisagu
Baisagu Baisagu
Bouthour gou dana foilaibai

If1 get the hangma hachng

ur last desire,

ook at him, Did these words
very festive day of Bihy?

handkerchief of last de-

thand complained

You are really a wicked and
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Baisaga uihei e-baisagu- -
' noi

Bouthour goudani bar moundnoh

Dcz::)icha dolikhuwa Boung fang Laifangna

Bourai buroui chengra ¢
Gotho gothe rongia dini

Baisagu aiyoi e-baisagi

Baisagu aiyoi e-baisagu

By by, year be gone

And well come you the new yeat

Be gone the dry wind, the dust

New wind of sweet spring

The rivers and trees

The animals and birds

Oh how cheerful

Aud dancing singing

Marry making everywhere

Oh welcome elders, youths and tender aged. Be happy
and joyous in the spring festival.

The western end of the sky has been covered with dark
clouds. So also the spring wind - Bardoichilla started her action.
The nature seen lovely by the sweet touch of the spring. Kapahi
of the same village avoiled the chance. She sang indicating Rahila

Hajarakhi chouliahai lougou

Jat hinjao fra lai milhikha bai.

Dokchi khoumchi hadourchi hudourbi hai lougou
Jingachinai Khelai grab gardou.

Roungjade mouchoude dounoule

Dear friend, could I know

That you have sorrow and cares

Forget your all depression
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Be by gone forever.

Also ill - thoughts in heart

Let you be free

Oh, the happy day of new year
welcome the frolic of joy

Sing and dance of spring

We are her for you

Let share love and joy.

At that time Rahila avoided Gaj
friends would attack them and sing n

As if Rahila dreamt a dream. S
the blow of the horn. The bus has
rown. She was dreaming of Gajen for
flower tree. She even forgot that she s

Rahila took out the handkerch‘:;?fzz:lﬁgrfor t‘he bus,-.
made her weep on the first day of Bihu. We|| ¢ ‘galst. Ga;e'n
make him to weep- » today she will

Hangma khabai, Hangma khaba; adg?
Jamfai odini Chayaram Mondar Biba;-
Ada. Chayaram Monder bibar!
Thirsty, I am really

Oh flower of Chayaram Mondar

[ am thirsty and thirsty.

en. Otherwise her wicked
aughty songs,

.he came to life on hearing
Just reached coming from
long time under the Mcdar

She will forward this handkerchief to Gajen sines
She made up her mind so. Surely, Gajeﬂi?;i?dmgfl:fas?ng'
Then she will say, that her father will not let her to go :p}nse_ ; :
where even crow and kite never inter. Then she %vill’aacr:-ltz
weep- !

What will happen to him then! His eyes will full up with
tears. Then she, without his knowledge will offer a kiss to 55 i
him. Iprise

The dusts left by the moving bus will go up and kiss the
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have dropped from the

betel and bamboo leaves.
her. However, that cha,

Rahila saw that some A
coming buses and left away c10

up-.
Mannai mara has not yet turned up

. dy for Rahila.
}f:asﬁ?i?;;?nuﬂ icflxi c?’:y has become pale and yellow
e shin

red above the
Kness has appea :
' vern sky. Thedar : long time for
dusk in tdhe 1‘:;;. ¢ means, she waited th{;reriotrown.gNOW she
gz?:nar;’eiaps, he would not come back fro

_What type of man
will have to face ill-treatment of her p‘?ﬂefgj 3 s Feiends
is he. May he has come. May be he is talking

e is anxiously
unnecessarily. He might have forgot that some On
waiting for him. Strange.

Rahila took the pot of water a
she saw that somebody is approaching ¢
the Mannai mara. Rahila became delighte
rehearsal - like how she will handover the hand

i ing!
o wgiﬁ tl'ige man wearing white shirt and blue pant does never
walk like a cat. His steps are like that of an elephant. An elephant
never loses his majestic steps on mere barking of the dogs. _So
also the foot steps, characteristics and majestic naturle of Ga]feln
seeing which Kapahi and other girls used to joke with Rahila
5 th;sc.)u Rahila, you have got your man like an elephant. '
It means like the legs and body of an elephant ! Rahila
ioined i e manner.
31.5010;31; ii;rtletrhiza}zs majestic nature like an elephant. This
time all of then’I smiled. Yes, Rahila was reglly pleased at .their
mpliments. Actually, Gajen is like the national hero Bamrar.n,
i Well. that was only a drama. Thinking on the scene, Rahily
loughed atj However, she kept her han.dkerchie_f carefully.
The man is gradually approaching. Rahila hold up her

nd was about to move: Then
owards her. Yes, he is
d. Atonce she made a
Lerchief and act
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handkerchief. Gajen slowed down h
Rahila's attitude..

Hur hur hur.... hur....

Suddenly, they heard a sound of
rowards them. It slowed near them, Bot
at Asif the heavy thunder shower pas

The youth sitting at back of the
Jocked his stand-gun and then they we

Rahila could not understand 55
The smoke of the Motor-Bike and dy
after minute observation she saw that
moving restlessly. Rahila made a terrib
Gajen. But alas, it was bloodshed eve
out from Gajen's body. All these
Blood and only blood. Blood that
Gajen.

Rahila, with great trouble Gajen saiq They have taken
revenge on me. They treated me as traitor, They have given r;e
punishment. deserved that. Ah, you wanteq to offer that
handkerchief no! Please give that one to me, This is the proper
time

is foot Steps noticing at

the Motor Bike coming
h of them were surprised
sed through them.

rider of the Motor Bike
Ntaway speedily.

to what had happered.
st were there, However,
Gajen has fe]] down and
le shout and fe]] down on
rywhere. Blood was flowing
Wwere not the Modar flower.
Was coming out from heart of

~ Rahilastarted cry horriebly. With heart touc

said-- No, my beloved, Actually, I broughtit to jok

is so tragic. You cant go keeping me alone, b
Gajen, with great trouble, hold her with his right hand

full of blood and told in a low trembling voice.-

hangma hachani and sing the very song- )
Rahila was not prepared. She was crying loudly. Still than,

she couldn't deprieve the last desire of bullet shot Gajen. She

sang in the weeping state.

Degray baisaguyao hangma hangchani

Fali gangchekhounou langfoi shradou

Ada. Bei jounoumao mouna wabou

hing cry, she
e withyou. It

You torn your
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On the day of spring festiv

Oh dearest oné

Have this handkerchief

The token of love of the peloved
Ifnotin the present

Sure to have i life to come

Oh the begrief state-

¢

! . underthe Chayaram
... Beside thestream-

- With broken heart,

is sleeping on the bed of raW
handkerchief on his heart. She touched his

S = L

; odini chayaram

Now, there is n0 flower

On the earth. O
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The hankerchief of last desire
al (Bohag Bihw)

Let us have last meet
Modar flower

Rahila looked at sleeping Gajeﬁ, He

blood. His right hand snatched the
is hand. It has be

cold. Ah, Gajen slept forever ...
mondar flower
blossoming

: Only,shedded flowers are scattered

Jetukibai stood sti
: st '
Jayanta with fear. ill- Once again, she |
b she looked up to

The walking sti
ckl
Tezpur. Jetukibai gav:o:e:aals b}ack as the sug
e garcane from

unexpected and indi ook ar ¢ ‘
and soul to tremble. ispensable stick -ma?ite 32: it[i,Ck' This
‘ Yy

Bab
Ouryl:itzﬁg up - baby stand up
Jetukibai gave a lget up - please get
huge Mesua ferrea (n hook to the gatewa ° ;
ho to stand. The ahar) tree. Babitawy underneath the
the neighbourh(,og vOVere accompanied bas teaching Rinky
was giving a Colohrflll the west side of tYhOne or two from
covered by leaves of b:te{’l'esentation Whif:}}:ouse’ the sun
had been trying h nut tree. Grand dauch s, slightl
sister was encogur:;ii:;l best to stand 0: ii*‘ll}ghtet, Rmkz
lf:,ront of her. There was :lh't{(i) nstand by egs. Her elder
eneath which small kids w
their own time. ds were playing, s
ocl.<et full of florence
A high 50 a high so
we all fall down.

No body i .
y in this :
learnt to stand world must h
fo) : ave i
n his own feet. She remZ‘;?ll:seddhow one
ered only her

Sho.wing an orange in
i tree a little away
inging and having
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d hand ga es with tuber of arum,
es when she playe e shade of Indian fig ( Botgas)

playful tim e
or pebbles unde of the Bar-Namghar. The parrors

(Kachuguti) ;
. ms
situated on the sout with the cover of bushy branches of

playing hide and see];‘ Dal play happening along wit},
 fruit from its trees. These werq

Yoy selengl
collecting Myﬁﬂf’% could not forget even then.

something whic | 7 Rajar Dol. Somabaloi diye ne nidiye?
_Koli aus aus, Bogi

excited to collect the
ith her was Ghatbar from Baryg
older to her. Such a weird boy he
with her while collecting flowers
se flowers? | thought, I would d(;

Minus opselengi- Alo?

Colony. He was two years
was. He would always mess

Why did you picked up tho

y7d

- what teagons may be, Jetukibai's lowe;
paining. The lower region had a tickling
ed to her house ang

y return
med it to her mom. Her mom rook her to the main house,
abdomen carefully and ordered her a tough
e. She was matured (Attained

not allowed to see land ang

One day fo
sbdomen started
sensation. She straight awa
info
checked her lower
decision not to step outsid

Puberty). These days she was :
male persons, not even her father. She had to live on fruitg

and after the tough rituals were over a ceremony for Tolon;
marriage was done, accepting a Banana tree as her husband,
A week later, when she went to the Bar pukhuri (huge pond)
to fetch water, she saw Ghakbar and seeing him, she stoog

still keeping mouth wide open.
Why are you looking like a fool
take your walking stick today!
Within moments Jetukibai went back to her memorieg
of autumn where she spent her childhood with Ghatbar,

Grandma? You have to
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peneath the Sewali tree.
Jetukibai once again looked 4t

and eyes do not persist the chi] dlidayj':mta's
natur:’:ll roughness. She spat her Siith : innoc
Jips with the lace of her chadar. She ¢, 0;1 and wiped her re d
tightly and glanced at Jayanta's facge heF Waist's gamochg
eighty vears aged Jetukibai will hay making a sigp, Thi

neighbpurhood only with the help of h:- to wfellk across hei
her childhood onwards she never thour ‘;’lalkmg stick! From
Jife, she would take the help of a walkin gt that ever in her
would be created when she walk with wa%lf_tlck. What a scene
in the v1ll‘age would stop to stare her, M tng stick? Everyone
panchami would laugh at her. For i aniki, Kanchan ang
house. That day she had to go out for ese days she was in her

not be able to attend the meeting ti“ifjalk. Else, she would
courtyard. e held in Maniki's

ProFJably, my head was itching f
1 swill havets sy o K dueE g for the louge.
louse in head. Both of them are an or P
can, I will visit Malati's place. Ane(;(
have to visit Numali's place to fetc

threads.

It seems somebody on

Kanc.han's door in theymidgghlt)ef\;)vrﬁ yesterday knocked
surprise! Someone may have a hab'it of ko could do such a
day. Kanchan lived alone as she lost herILOclE
The day beforf: yesterday her nephew was q? i a.nd untimely.
For few days since Jetukibai had been c!islik_ere in her house.
Kanchan. Whenever she would get a Ch;ng behaviours of
Eeﬂ‘?%f‘*.dlﬁ{ ask Hedlgnestonselif hnpmepit b
\; hla s ;ln clecliaend_ence, inspite of her husband be iangltatxor} for
y shou ]?)'alkuntha go for a fight with th g.a_traltor?
seems Panbari's brother committed suicide be:aumslilta}ty? I:
of you!?

fa(:e, His fa ke
enice. He had

anchami to

an search

perlt In it. After that if |

lzes. After that if I can I
three reels for windir,lg

ing door every
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t on ]etukibai as she Useq

nd let go the other. What's the use of
onable questions’ Every day w,,

d maintenance, would gathe
all would share eac}:

impac
These questions M2 e least imp

to listen from one €

answering t© such un

spend all their timé

by this time: With oné
one's every lictle happen

irrelevant topics- Why shou

?
weries of Kanchan:
q \What happen Grandma

tement
There used to speak ¢
Ur

ings.
r tosuch unnecessar,

1d she answe

7you didn't reply? Even thC)ugh

she didn't want to see the walking stilk that ]ayant.a N
holding, she made a glance on it and thought for a while, A
if she refused to take it. He might not have allowed her tq .
for the evening walk. If he didn't find a way to Stop her, tha,
&e would have simply closed the gate. Jetukibai once agajy
looked at the three-feet el stick which was smooth, bendeg
at one edge and made dark in colour, as it was warmed oye,
stove; which was looked like the sugarcane from TezpuL

¢ stick came to thej;

Jetukibai remembered the day when tha .
house. It was about four '0 clock in the evening: She was dusting

paddy and few ladies from the neighborhood were cutting bete|
_ nut in the veranda, when Jayanta entered with that three feq,

tall stick.
What is that grandson? Why did you bring that? Jetukiby
asked.
w why I got that? Won't grandm,

Ah! You don't even kno
need it when she would be very old to stand straight? Jayang,
answered as a wise man which made grandma smile. But he,

smile didn’t last for long. These words actually made her aware

of the awaiting future which scared her.
For after nine months later, Jetukibai was seriously {||
tl

(Tejgrahini). The defect which she got during her early age proh.
ably resulted that. Her son Anil hired a car and brought he
hospital. There she was kept under observation by a feputeé
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doctor. Though she regained back i

the same. According to Jetukibari, d er life
rerated items available then Cau’

years later, Ghatbar went to f,etch sed h
he slipped at?d hurt himself very I:‘;; Z:itle: f
qin and Babita thought itwasa COnSeY. e felt Unconscioys ;
e Devgta{cfanger_ So, to satisfy Wate?lénce of the water (;ic;n
BPRA h0 ered Kachanda flower. Thoy (;1  She lit an eqrehe S
due to e fnassage provided by day hg Qhatbar becam ﬁn
Jetukibai con31de,red it to be a favors ogf Elbm-law' and Babe' t
Trulljy, m?n s hoalth is momentawt "Fwater God. ita,

(o roam about following her, should h + The person whe
cause she could not marry him? € commit sujcide ; used
It would be better that if he would haye g; just be-
tion created in the Gahpur Police stariy, ave died in commo-
unfold the national flag. But he didnt }? when they went 1o
spot as soon as he heard bullet fired, If.h ehﬂed away from the
would have been popular as Kanaka, Whe ad a shot there s
understand the need of an independent at was her age ther,x to
ences ar?ong caste, creed, religion etc ?anon with no differ-
her that? Kanaka was one and half Ye;r or sacrificing her [ife
days l'ator.when Ghatbar was stunned bS elllder to him. A few
Jetuklbl:f:il lin Mekela-.chadar_ T cgat € matured look of
mglt’O akir Gandhi Maharajs order, ther 0s created. Accord-
moil’s crea;ed from _small region like’Ben zl“’as groups of tur-
men1 out 21) 1)our nation. Everyone includii to throw English-
newly wec adeshwar, Ghatbar and even g to whom she was
of sixty ;omed the agitation. Sumana Man Pflf9ple over the age
aEl‘l/ek;;r) nt:rclz nc'ihecking one or other’s gooiigs;”:ﬁ Us‘_eo spend
D ee00111t to the Rajpath. Before reachin ((}) J}f;)med i
: cople stopped like a train stoppi & Lahpur, the
Jetulq wzs a}rFldst everyone. All of a sudderl: f}llng hm a junction.
113[5.5.01}12 w ich was s'1milar to the sound cre ez eard a blast-
ji ghar in Bhogali Bihu. Everyone tried to gze by buf;sting of
€ away from the

» her health was not
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d where ]emkﬂ?ai ailts (z::frlieccllol?n
ate wing er
spot. A stampede Wa° ?S padeshwar kbg
: yictim OF = family and sg:
and became 2 day, when her famil 0cj.
Y
away- . < shockedon e osal of Ghatbar, just on th
Jetuki was Sh marriage ProP . and Ghatbar an Ahop,
disapproved ¢ .Z i being Brahm! ¢ Ghatbar, questioniy,
et\’(’)und that ]e':l.lkl f race in e O’ficeS for the people, gj,-
& ed in disg heir sacr! te, creed, religiq,
So, she wep ation deserved munahsm’ Casd eeahe g \
Lather the 0 - v O v didn et
WK \\Q“b anc WQ\“\ (s that why looking at p, ;
ifyg so rouch IMPOTEETr, o nies rantly &d
etc. She then exc

: n 0 . i
3 1a1ir:-§ éha cbar was € =k pukhun' That mght
naka '

. near anging on the Ja.
same way Ko ain P L cide by hare! k

r ploon
ishna chura flowe mi Lo

;(rwlt. he weird fellow com ching gone inside Yoy,
i 7 Has some nderstand ah,
fruit tree. andma' il ]ayanta u = ut

What happen £ e. What W25 11 er wiping eyes filleg
eyes? You are seel tog"fpwas u ergomlg(;an go without the he,

' iba F1

the pain that Je-tll;kilreluctanuy said
with tears, Jetukiba d react to a student wj

: g tick. ou
of this %‘lfflk:vr;% Sa strict ceac.hef f‘:he punishment, he would get
e

o be il just OBEE TS e, che same Way Jayan,

rOb . . . ;
PretenCEi) f ino able to solve mfjlthsnlz) no! This is not Possﬂ)‘le. Thls
% nOtd :cz hgis grandman saylnge to take the walking stick, We
reacte

hav
g today you

is papa’s order, e ; ikuntha ve
i:bafl’t see you bear thﬁ.g;and father, 111.(8. Bilaksu:k and ?a::llb‘
This bO‘)fl_’hkeS [kling stick, lookedl_l{f.‘th SChoOi was her eledd
wa ies in 118 K

born. He got the who studies 10 71 as the youn
it to ]Ctukibal.BJ agisz:as his sister and Rinku w YOungeg

est grandson. B2

cted changes happened in f“f'rzlt of hf:r
So many unexpeé - d her dream.To get married, attajy
which was even beyo s of her grand children y

nio ;
s of her life changed in the sap,

one.

eyes, .
motherhood, enjoy the course
like a drem to her. The ¢
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was as there was change in the natjop, After Ghathg had com

mitted suicide, Jetuki had d?CidEd 1Ot to marry, Byt she couldnot

ray by hurting her parent's emotion ang 50, after about mepe
f;han twenty years of age she married with Padeshwar, Even
padeshwar did not marry for long time after his firs; wife died of
diarrhoea. Qne day all _Of a ?Uddeﬂ, he adamently confessed to
Jetuki that, lf,She R hl.m then he once again would g jp,
favour of family way. Looking at he; bed-ridden mother, she
sccepted the proposal. Aftt?r that Anil and Baikunthg vy bomn

her. Both of them grew in front of her eyes.

=2 After passing his college, Anil jo

icity department. Within two-th
trlcng ed the entire scenario of their L
Ctjlerk: could he manage to get a Mot
zonCTEte’ getting tinned .1'00f and colouring the walls, the hoyse
scemed t0 be eye catching. One day he married a girl from
pihpuria. After that ]ayanta- was.bom who was followeq by
Babita and Rinku. But Jetuki noticed that Baikuntha was not
satisfied by the deVEIOPmefftS hapl?ened at their house, At times
he used to have quarrel with Anil. Byt Chandika, Anjl’s wife
used tO really love, pay respect and took care after Baikunthg,
That was the only reason for Jetuki being happy.
her death, she would take care of Baikuntha, B
faith didn’t kill me ahead ....! One da}y along wi
young boys, Bainkuntha came to Jetukl. They wa
pany for picketing but, Jetuki straight away rejected. Boys, leave
me on this account as T have turned c')ld. I donot have the same
strength as earlier [ used to have. Baikuntha then confused her
by saying- did you not ]Olfl the marf:h along with Kanaklata.
And now you say such a Fhmg? Jetuki was in a trap. She almost
forgot that she was the girl of thﬁ: movement of 1942, She still
had the blood of courage. Jetuki accepted to go. She was ac.
companied many other ladies selected by Baikuntha and his
reammates to the square. There were police officials standing in

ined asaclerk in the elec-
ree years he completely
ouse. With g simple job of
ar-bike, Making the house

Atleast after
ut that blind
th a group of
nted her com-

Essence of the Brahmaputra 159




ials allowed the
No officia m ¢,
T re. :
front of the office in the s;l(ui o police of mdgpetffent Ing,
bviouslYs omen. But it was 3,
enter the ofﬁC(;- ‘(/)ed well towards -thes‘:arted dhaiging lathi SQ.
should have beha ddenle the pohce handingS- After gett-gn
Jutely different. Su eruki received fe‘lzome SiE o g rid(ing
- womeg- EV:I::% hospital she werlt n
i om ; ,
th\Zf\f days due PO untha stopped Spﬁakmg t0 apy,
for that incld?fﬂ;'u ted him stan'ng that f; vsvie:, liespo ‘
Anil scolded and in d. But he did not say 8l w,
one. hing happene™ ¢ for the boycott movemen 8
¢ a sudden, he disappeared from
docl'?aos on realising the absence
brbueh inil, Jetukibai published messages o
: Throu
1kuntha. L.
Ba huani and mewsPf:lP[‘;Om:hS have passed but there wag 3
This way, many One day one unknown Qerson Convey,
Luntha. jungle. Jetuki was astoun, 4

ing Vande Mataram an.d Bhar,
hOUIEEd iﬁg\zﬁi i:}(tl I;xger and for spending life ip e
for her s

new
them that
on it. She s
Mata Ki Jai inch
ungle’ e ow that her heart was pinched whe,
Jung Why Jetuki d;lfi rt‘}‘:g l;f;lking stick. He had .sor'?e unk}?o
she saw ] aya}nta to‘kintha.Baikuntha had eye§ Slrﬁl non 4
similarity with B?IIEI S alved with Kanaka in the non Co-p,
thepHlE s> actWt e:nd after India’s indept_?ﬂdenfe- Wh_at my
eration movemen hanged Padeshwar weirdly. Every time, },
be the reason that cha its or stands he had the same worg_

! or sleeps ity :

it when he ezgce seems to be fake. Oh! At{;} 5 motlkéetrl.]Bwtuda
Oule-ndepe:ch our independence i fake. We could throw ¢,
said it cOIt )

i dition. We didn't;
1d not throw its tradition. We 6.
white Banglzs bu;:i:;lce' One fine day the police w.1thout any
ceive real indepe 4 him. Jetuki then went with Anl{;

te i 4

came and arres

galslortlj’r Police station, square, Tezpur, Guwahati just to fing
ahp
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¢ the actual matter. But no officials wer
oi-l:iﬂg' Everyone would point out to the
f:ials. Lastly, by requesting one congress leader, for about three
months later, she B0 her man in pathetic condition. He vy,

jmost made handicapped by the torture made py g poli
A i came to hear from here and there, that the West B Cei
Government were harrassing the N axalites. Sg g]sq the Aiﬁl
Government behev.ed that Padeshwar had some genuine cop.
ract with the Nax:ahtes. He was bed ridden from then onwards
Oile day he vomitted w1th. bl?od and died. Due to death o‘f
Baikuntha's f?ther o t.he incident in which Jeryki was hit by
he police, Baikuntha n:llgh‘t have fled to the jungle.
What are you thinking grandma?

re ready tg answer any.
T Tespective higl offi-

Why don't
.7 Are you feeling shy? you hold
it! Jayanta holding the walking stick askeg Jetukibaj
Why should I feel shy? -

Reluctantly she held the stick. She fe
holding same burning charcoal. Few days
ent to Minaram's marriage, she slepped
w s slippery due to rain. Anil was almost
gjctors and various practitioners.
Jetuki had turned old and. she should not try to do things
which her age donot permits. If she wans to g0 somewhere
then she should take the company of the walking stick
prepafEfd by ]ay'amta. But two days ago another incident
happened. Jetuki wanted_ to go to Janaki's place. She wall:aq
carefully as the road was sllppfifY due to rain. Then she realised
that she could no longer persist the earlier strength. She could
not give stress on her waist. So she held one banana plant,
Yet, she slipped from that and fell. She shouted for help and
Maniya from their neighbourhood came out from Tilak's
house and he carried her to her house. In house, Babita and
her daugter-in-law Chandika massaged her. Jayanta repeatedly

It for it as she was
back, when Jetuki
on the floor as-it

fed up consulting
Lastly he declared that
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walking stick wherever sh,

tch the 8

reminded DeT tokf_eb was able © walk flrjom }ﬁer bed ang alsé

4t Today, Jett 131 orks. Thercl1 oan1 fanlc ami cgrne, She
et > 1 .nd soul feel warm by ¢ -

could 9 +a's mind 2 : Sayiy

then mad Jetukib aniki's place Wfstf;;’:olfétﬁrestm ai

. u

that the meeting ¢, Kancha? told a lo 5k " Traitgr

otukibai was abse 5 become the? Lachit _arphukan 5

Baikunthd e'l' cants etc: etuki was waiting behip, 4 thy

:¢h the mitt ost. But when that moment atriyg &

B _ !
esin € ot of her holding the walking Stick'

me in 1% . 1. in front of Jetuki's '
e walking stick BYes a

chat fellow €2 .
anta held o security guardr off Jetuki.
t\\O\\?,\\ he W dat }1\\131\(3 § face.
: her heart pounded foste,

o kibal looke
JLtUkl ¢ Ja anta's face from here and :
5 e to know the;,

Looking 2 hai cam : 8
olice station. So ]etukibai

baCk; P
About year ., Gohpuf : :
that Baikunt q was 1 ut on reaching station she foun

T Police Ssta:::il.ﬂmd his body was kept on the flog
that B’ii“{*‘;i si;:ii)n. There was blood shed every where
f the Foll
0 embracing the body as oh! My son]
him? Nobody stepped forwarq
o be almost force to carry he
. The V1 oW days later, she came tg knm;
cha was sleeping in a house and in the Midnigh,
9 ame and ordered him to run away. Whey hel
the militants shot at him as cats and dog
orukibai didn't cry even on her husbaqg,
o her son's death. The torture thy,

she cried 0 : :
death, as her received was just for the sake of

. 0 along With Ot . :
]eettlili(tllzalindependence. After getting it, why youth i,
g

Baikuntha had to crave for a nation within nation. Think'mg
mand finding no answer to it she cried her heart out,
50

ou kill
illages had t

away fro
that Baik
some militants €
started running,

from the back. ]
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Kanaka would have remained aljye i ol
face the same problem, to be killeg
independent nation. That earlier o
[t was pathetic. More pathetic th
period.
Wiping the eyes swollen with ¢
steps holding the stick. SlOwa and or
was losing all her strength. She almos
did not allow to move further. Her ep,
after @ while.1
Jetuki slowly stopped at th :
straight and tried to look forwaic?.dliz (r)fb th; rou
she would go to Maniki's place, To T shs yw
Kanchan and Panchami to check fo, wou
would answer each and every query th
asks. She would firmly answer to ques
led Ghatbar to commit suicide? :
Why did Padeshwar became avtgzli.li}trcfll??e\)n(}img-d Pad_eshwar?
fled away to the jungle? How militants mur(;’er:cii g?llzunt}}:a
ikuntha

brutally.
Jetuki stressed her entire body weij

stick and walked few steps further, Now
If today Kanchan, Maniki and Pancf,xami i

taking help of the walking stick, then | Willlnsu!t her for
answer that after reaching seventy's mark. | :tr?g.l-ft away
But I have seen people using it on thirty al’s : §0 l.llt s help.
will you survive by being mourned? Say So“{ Ef ow long
want to! She glanced at the midway. No ]aEt ing if your
longer behind her. She then carefully fitt:ed zz??r;z: Sanz

$s an

headed ahead by wiping the tear hi ’
A ey R which rolled down !iar

€ would have g5

by the i
police
:: v;as absolutely differen(;f
the death of depenclent-

ears, Jetuk; headed few

adually she felt
t
tleaned to fall, bat she

tire bOdy lOSt Hel’ legs

its strength

te. She stood
as weak. Still

ld not re
quest
r head louse, but she

at Kanchan Iepeate.jly
tions like- why diq she

ght on the walking
she felt a bit cased.
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N AZAMIL'S DEATH

days now, Bj},
. ldd: Eor few Y8 DOV, Hibek
Spate the rod,spoil he ;]}:hnikanta Hazar(lika \lmhen he
P i : nd toleratj
His fake smile W;;S wbe:r(z:uyou Hazzgl(zn;
used €0 feel lom?ly. re i nd asked Ho stion but a powerfa‘l
ed to ign° to be aque : u
Yet, he lgk? That SeemEdrHOtknow that [ am not in a goq g
AR YU | You ympathy over me then yh
o show days ago o three mon}
ewhe courage tO question mq
s to me as stray dog. Hazarjj,,

) t .1 him over few topic ang
retl ! wlth .
But after my d to discuss Vo g advantage over him, As
I

because OF 25 dog.-t _
probably .h he is ltke; ! agr red at Blbek.on‘ hearing his
ika straight 3% ot the strings of hill in t}.le north
ancin il in the north from his sitgin,

o e o ig
position. Every ;‘{Sh looked like a blue umbrelia. hat Place
up to the sk¥; ;v bl hills and trees. From the ter}rlace ; € people
wes surEouate keZi like tiny tots. The sun sets here bas“‘-f than
on the road loo ite warm in the month of Septem- er. Youny
other region. Itis qul used to come to the bylane in frone

ople

ids and aged ge %ay Pratima and Gautam a%so came ouyt,
our gateway. One appropriate for exchanging words wi,
Tl-;labt tuﬁ, :jSV:rY often Ratna also comes out crossing

the neighbour }

question. £
from his sitting

Essence of the Brahmaputra 064

her gateway if no guest visit oyr house,
Gautam didnot come. Even Ratna was n
ek ailing body on the bed with expect
ivals Else she would have come to a
afd Ratna actually suffer from? Bibek
dLestiOning the question to himself, Bj
uestion asked her & How are you?
weird question— Aren't you feeling lik
land? :
Nalinikanta Hazarika thought oyer as how to answer
Did Bibek com?ared bis days of work with ocean? What dici
he mean by saying shifted to land? He wag a down-to-earth
o0 Absolutely connec.:ted.to his village. Eyen though
he shifted to thff city, he still §t1cked to his basics ang never
forgot his days in village - his playfy] time, with mud ang
dust, 0 plough in muddy le‘md, to hoe ground, to graze cows.
[ hope Bibek didnot pinpoint the change in his lifestyle, His
father was the Headmaster of t.he local school, After passing
Matric, P.U. and Degree'exammations with flying colour, he
firstly joined his father's schc.)ol. then he passed his B
examination. Then he passed his M.A. After passing his M. A
exam. he was promoted and transferred to the Government
Higher Secondary Sch.001. He joined there as g subject
reacher. But after working for ten long years he became an
officer in Education Directorate. From then onwards he didnot
look back. By impressing the administration, he became the
Education Director, superseding many of his senior office:
Then he bought a plot of land worth three lakh rupees
in the Kharghuli region in Guwahati which was surrounded
by chain of hills. It was about (?ne.and half katha land. Within
a year he constructed a magnificient two storied mansion on
that plot. Inspite of having an ambassador he bought a Maruti
Van. Sooner he got another plot of one bigha in Kahilipara
on which he again constructed a house and gave it on rent.

Today Pratimga and
ot there. Ratna lieg
ance of somebody's
n end. What illness
came when he was
bek with his as usual
And then he asked g

e shifted from ocean to
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o encourage him. He

&n Pratima and Gautam

; i . 15
half of his life for his t itely explamed him not to se]| hig

sell his tummy. He Promig,
er terms and CondltiOns‘ 5
t Nalinikanta was aboy, :

atna used € Peny

e things Rwo e

. 0

For all thes

. he ; ;
didn't had faith OVeT % bro;resswised him by saying ¢}

onspirantly take the plot under b
toc

: 1l it and }
him not to se So h
: equested i le
Hareshwallf cOfdlﬂ?EZtrdgy Hareshwar?held his hand and saig
kept it on lease. -1 he actually say!
something’ \?Vhartn ilglder brother, I mt(?nd to m?ike 191:13 lag
et
request. : w}: ou would keep m€ wit Vno i e,
mpgbel) it § your words- Yo haV; carcity of spa §."
You dldHIOt eePhu o mansion you had s : aftef ce for
because in that gh day you started running wealg
me. Actually from the ffection towards me. ] wil]

- our a '
iestleﬁslv. Youéézsgjtlhgn't kill dad, brother? Don't se]] the
somehow manage,

1
; lease. Because only Mong,
t put it on
farmlandf. Ii; Ezuagjf;oﬁ will get it by that also. Please kEep
matters 10T

st! ibek. He
e \Q“\;igti'c‘s Glled with tear he looked at B EllmQSt
ith ey

2 sent there when Nalinikanta
forgot that even Bl?gks:l?slfirse farmland', That day whep
about tO gtowith the motive to sell his village farm lang

Nalinikanta fwlin S i wanted money to build ,
stating the 13 S e, that he was going tol murde;
house in the a"?\,foni", the young kid who grew playing with
the innoscent there and also the most loved young High
muddg{ wate; r. He felt so because he knew that once pg
school's teache ‘iece of farm land he would never be able to
would sell that Slage He Suffel‘ed from an inexplicable pain,
;lt)l;(nrfpte};iz;ly reminded him to review the matter. But

was
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Ling at the cunning face of Ratna,
everything. He didn't react as he ¢j
of Ratna.

How is Ratna?

Nalinikanta bowed his head dow
cunning lady on whose words N
action, was leading a ruthless life 5
der herself to her end. She made 5
hold of the sky - like the betel ny¢ tree. What he may

hink 507 I hope this ruthl_ess Bibek is unaware of my thoughts

Nalinikanta Stafred at Blb.e k. He too was looking at him in
ectance of his most waited answer,

eXp How can Ratna be? You know eve

ken thinking about Pratima and Gautam

loo
did

front

Nalilinikanta silently
dn't have courage in

n at Bibek's question,
alinikanta dig all the
nd would any moment
0 unsuccessfy] atternpt

The
fake
Surren

0 get

- Nalinik
(o) . : anta then
Eemained silent looking at the nearby bete] ¢ tree. A sparrow

P puilding its nest in one of those trees. After Pratima and
Gautam left their house, he turned lonely and saqd. Probably,
he would not be as sad and lonely as he wag then, if condition
of Ratna would.have been better. She woulg have lead
Nalinikanta in his corr}lpted‘ works like an experienced bull
does with its farm. His retirement brought him loads of
misfortune. He used to spend his earlier day as, in the morning
he used tO wake up and have his morning tea with his
newspaper, then the gets refreshed by washing his face. After
that he looks after his Bastz., then he would visit hig garden
where he would watch the different flowers blooming, Water
chem and pluck the weeds out of the tree. Then he would
path and dress himself. By that time Ratna along with
Phuleshwar and Ratneswari would arrange the dinning table
and Nalinikanta would have his food. Then get off to his
office for his regular job. As soon as he sits on his chair in his
office, his regular duty starts. To attend the visitors, check
files and pass, to give dictation, to visit the capital whenever
Minister calls for him were among the works of daily routines.
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Ao

& o ~—

\, aven realise when th
. 1antd doesﬂ t evle | = da
After that Nahmfj he clock strikes ﬁ\;le O d(lxk' Whe;ur‘ls
ing an g
ever?mgfficia 5 wishes Dt good bye r;hen %ﬂ y he Come,
of his OFIETEE ¢ time tO go home. 1nen e hurrie dly Sty
e important files ang Ogets
t

t
know that 1 _ 3
: his car fetching SO™ Ot '
into ¢ waits for him. sLonih CIOth i
s. . .
docum?::s e and then his ciredness overpowers hip X
ts refr '
: rches - for sometim
e shows and then h

ini 0
entertammg .
in his room and Jooks into the

e viewing news or A
Oth
e would get back to hig,
files he gets from hig Ogab .
atna he used to come tgﬁce‘

ning from R
After repeated War AN bATG, T ol

- have his dinne

dinning table t0 . e b
etimes, some visitors used t €t

and goes © bed. Som , 0 Waiy \

front of his irom gate early in the m0{31ng.jf Ku Wisheg
used to call them inside, else he wou h'ser} Phuleshwar )
them to convey chat they should meet him in the office i t
was busy doing something: 'OStbOf tiluf v1s1ftOrs come i SEarce
of jobs. Some even come fol_th undies o notes. So, el
he feels like jgnoring the visitors cc‘)tr}mg in -th-e.m otning hlf
RCONKS hound to Visit ‘hem. Nalinikanta initially thq, ¢
to get recipemeant 10 throw away huge load from his b ght
But sitting 10 his home, b‘? realised tha.t T TeCal]e;a‘-
isfortune. When 2 person i busy then his life is peg. o
How many daily, weekly journals can a man study? Hoy efy
i . oarden or his basti. Wha My}

will he look after his ga t happid
him now? The left eye which used to slightly pain ied to
working days, has now started to pain severly. On COnsur; _his
an eye specialist, he referred the case to consult the spe _tl%'l
in the All [ndia Institute of Medical Science, Deﬁ?hst
Shankar Netralaya, Madras, if possible. Probably, i i o
something severe- Diabetes ar}d Pressure related problemg :{:s
bed-ridden. There was no body Wit}?

leaded him to become
whom be could share his ailments. If Pratima and Gay;
dm

would ...!
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Doesn't Savita's
remember Pratima?
Listening to the insulti
was greatly annoyed. W}Sl:l:l‘?gswirds of Bib
the topic of Savita while speakint ;
What is your motive? 8.2
Reason is clear. One day dadq
in mud, then the dirt in the mud will
dirty- Are you not responsible for P:at
is th,e d1fferen'c¢? between Pratima and Sqy;
of Bwefk’ Nalinikanta looked up to the alzflta? At the questi
flying in the clea.r blue sky. Were the SRV Some cranes we(i-n
0 le?d an.unendmg journey in Searchy gfomg tojtheirness Oe
w1th1n' th{s world? Even Nalinikantao anew world hidder:
unendll'lg journey to an unknown nati:an-tf:d t0 g0 on anp
Probal?ly, e he’ could stay awayfrom ttlhhke those cranes.
of Savita and I"rat}ma. And then only b & worldly worries
unbearable pain similar to the pain rec € could get rid of the
slept on the bed-of arrow? Savita was ael‘VEd by Bhisma who
dreams of providing food to her W.dVlllage girl. With the
younger l_arothe'r, sister and for educy t‘_mow mother and her
to Nahmkanta? house many times, Fj g tlhEm. Savita came
the local school's Head master. Fron‘l thf:t y. she came with
mhconlne alone. The post of Assistant t;g;WaFdS she used
school was vacant for about seven m er in the local
dldr‘lot fll}Iled that post as he was in Searc‘}i“}hs, Nalinikanta
tsszg:p:bicl).i gz:sigrm:tn.ic by securing ﬁrsct) ;ﬁgf bﬁrgain'
as wealth. One dag thg the post. What she clidn Al
I‘:ecame attracted to‘:,; WA ex_aCtIY happened? N s aaye
ards Savita's long hair. g]; alinikanta
broad brea‘st, nose like tilphul and eyes 1-ilr, slimmed waist,
her alor?e in the Circuit House statin lthe deer. He called
would give he.r the appointment letterg, en and there he
She, taking his blessings and O the following day.
promised to be present the:e

incid .
ent disturb yqy -
SHyen

ek. Nalin;

ika
reason behind brin T
out Pratimg, pis

¥ told you that if you lie

mak
s e yc.mlr €ntire famj]
S suicida] act? Whai
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-a‘s\\.ﬂe.':l\:\ A ROY

2t

MPHREETI" | of
BT o pffErnoon clos; e
e f 23
g, My

.f..l‘."(%’) / M
ﬂf dai¢ f,"'f' er 1/ i
sced th % on reallse it hils véry /,Ovl,ng@’eQrs

he fol |
he brut2 ymolestr 1\ o even
: pidn't ey b
and win dow,‘;e “long with his glaughter c;kf fstlr?ﬂar ﬁge s fSaV.nd
dedic2® WIiti g for im 100 his house¢: e sluc abTuta ly
wouldb W}? me16551 e the appogltment etter to g, Ay
tsimféatlise i d?nger tv.vamng. ?hea 4l Soheh
only be 1811 g up thE B0 L scaing 2 it was ey
consp!! n th hope of getting employment. Whep 3 g,
grap himt s on tO lodge her complain avj
went © 2 k. Two days late she 4
“lessly scoldec 27 o, ys later, Naliny, "
ru 1 on the newspaper that she committed suicide. v
rea ol wome s organisation and YOL.lth nioh AN
the_ Ot him, he CarerHY settled CVEI‘Ythlng with his 1 at&d
agalni Prol; pecause O Nalinikanta's mis- dee;n g
wer.
nt. One day, S
ad to reP° y, suddenly g hi

¢ Pratima !
village boy: tna and Nahrukgnta on the other hang w- Doy
her to marty with a boy of tbelr choice “fho was frop, any
rep,uted rich family. But Pratima stood still on her dec; g
She would marry Wit her choice only! Cisigy.
What did he have?
Ratna straight away 4
without any fear and hesitation.
What did she answer’?
he bears a clear heart,
-0

Though Devda is poor

is filled with everflowing love. This pure hearted m Sh‘e&n
an gy

|

pOSSesses courage more than anyone.
Bibek looked at Nalinikanta and very cleverl
him about the past. He was having cigarette very tg;effll:nde

ughtfy

looking downwards.

That day you
in her room. Pratima was your

uestioned Pratima. She
NSy
ered

{
h

lapped Pratima and forcefully lock
most 10Ving Chlld Whofr:i hEI
Yoy
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never scolded. That day, jusc b
words, you behaved so rudel *fl‘fﬂuse you coul
rurned so adament and she ﬂY'd hat was
. I‘ll'earing Bibek's Wordse Naw_aY-
saying Ah! Be silent!" » Nalinik
Phuleshwar came running to hj
}_;)o ylou rcnleild something Ba% h;m'
erplexed Nalinikant ’ e
T ; a glanced at R
softeYD. (;3 make himself feel easy he at Bibek. He was s
medicines? u was? D Sugar
I had to forcibly make her have jt?
it? S

have any of those.
] wanted to say something sir?

Nalinikanta looked
Phul
Let us leave the to atthu eshwar
; % pic of Prati 0%
Gauta$.atrl1 i_bl‘mg him in front of l-::l ) A idau. Please sea
ith his heavy voice, he wi r.su, Else Aida rch
(towel) and went away. ped his ey u
Bibek?
Nalinik
colourful ey avf;f;l?ollfecl at Bibek. Bibek
sight to Nalinikant ull concentration, Hewljls looking at the
Where can Ga and asked him, will yo rought back his
publishing his m autam go? It has been u say something?
thinking, when SSSage of absence in na week now since
Kahilipar’a's plot Ofal‘utam comes back wewspaper. Thwas
to Madras (Chenn 'a?d_ Then along W{th Ie{ would sell the
with her c;hf_.ck_u;u)I ?ﬁ_Ritna's medical cheactl?a I would go
; ' INK t up a d
ey cr;]aimg a lot of Problems0 EEka o i left eyr:a ;}llc::}gl
alinikanta's voi ‘
respond to it. ice turned heavy, but Bibek did
I collected _ 1d not
Bibek! The On:s f;‘:?}fv as Ajamil and now I
om I entered the dirty coam lepanting,
rrupted world,

the dn't d[geSr her
reaSOH Why Sh
e

ant
a made a shrieck

mling

id )
You give her the

he di
i 1

nnnnn

es with his gamochg
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_ proving themselves innggg o
: ove )
away from ma is trylﬂg to r_r{menf'way from rQQ
i ]
self to her 2 Lt

have moved

enemy. ; p :
o by surrenderin® srarted WeepIng like a yq,

Ng .
deverg/hen Nalinika?® 4 uttered " HEEson Gaug, klft
h. Sileﬂce ay q thlrStY man mOVeS t() wlll
Bibek broke his : Thew L Bil Way, 4
back soon t0 Y"1 1isikanta Lsold b ko !
B the same W&Y e |ack of mODEYs 5O oth ryy,
water, eto

lot in Kahilipay, o2,
said- sSee Bibek: s:ll my house and p Para, p |

- 1.1, Go and get m oy,
am even willing tok my SO Bibek y Gauta
. (¢! l
o and bring ba che sky covered by mist. )
Bibek!" t

: : - Ot
ing @ hinning brightly. Y At
i , was Starr r Was shi F.'s,
. Bﬁbf};ly the PO *" s looking at the pole seqr 1
wide sky Jay 2 USU2 . restlessly saying - Do yo

8
even that ¢ .Gosoon to ¢ %
then, when Ra®2 0 osted GautzrnlﬂC . he Poli
:ng Police 1 .Goat i
Somethmgd bring him 5000 hocked at the words of :
; t . n
station an was no since he pasg 3
Nalinikant? d company various misde v I
Gautam Wwas 1116 S involved m-al and drug asgs g
2y e ocl ic
iculation udy, unso® teg,
matl;d inconsideratle\i ?-)nika’nta quue often - Please tea(i
urn i all ; i i
I;ibek used t0 u,arnf carcity. Don't give him anythmg ang
s

aning O ts. Atleast tell him tq
him the. mpeat ver he wants. £ e al)
everything SRS 4 for going college. Don't oy

ing he want 0

instead of fétc}fl neof T.V. Just S 11 s Mo,
ys in Iro bout, to g0 to college, you ’ﬂllow

Maruti Van to10am 2 ¢

Bike, M2

our weath purposelessly ¢, h
so? Don't disclose "‘lzzggnywas served by his lamp, Yo
children, the Wﬁfcarri os the courage to be proud upop, the,

Every chl. haracter formation. So, you shoylg hay
rc ral bindings in the family. Th%gh
i ch importance to Bibek's advigg,

Mahatma Gandhi is ng morein!

the minimum I’El I
Nalinikanta didn't pay M

yet, he couldnot ignore him.
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ndia, but in heaven. So why do you spea) such things, By,

the result of not paying interest to Bibek's words w
of eyes: Even with _scoldmgs and punishm
couldnot stop moving to red light areas, ¢
seher intoxicants 'etc. It was for Gauta
had to sell bth his cars. Probably now
something serious? Ratna was restlegs.

“hanged his dress anq boardgd a rickshaw along with Bibek
nd moved to th.e Polvlce station. This was ap incident just 5
ek following his retirement. On reaching the Police station
e breath a sense of relief. The O.C. in the station was one
of his student. The OC addrv:essed him as sir anq narrated
the entire circumstan'aal details related to Gautam's arrest.
(o dan advocate‘s daughter and police arrested him red
handed. His companions fled .from the scenario. The case
was a serious one and non bailable. Nalinikanq looked at
the O.C in the ray of hope.

Just for once do something to save my only son. The

0.C. turned his face to show his disapproval, See sir, the O.C,
replied looking at him. The case is Very serious. That too,
the victim is a daughter of an advocate, The medica] test
too has proved is as a rape case done by him. So | have no
way. Sorry, please go!

Unwillingly, when Nalinikanta wanted to go away from
the station, the O.C. said if you want | can saye your son
from having the jail's food for which you have to pay me one
lakh rupees.

One Lakh?

Illegibly, Nalinikanta responded- You want one lakh
from me.....}

He didn't even finish, when O.C. said- Do you
remember Sir, when I went to you for my brother's job of a
teacher, you indirectly send me back empty handed. When [

paid fifty thousand rupees to a broker then he got the job. I

as in frong
€nt to Gautam, he
Onsuming drugs o
m that Nalinikantq
, he had committed
Slowly, Nalinikantg
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ees must have incre
. a
der the mterestse .
ﬁf?’ lChOtlsand‘rI ey
of mon u
ey, then ;)QQS
o

an
if we const

0
much amount

e a look of sy
ount by selling th:,_n
e. A week 1at6r G
Nalinikanta b I
_— eath; W
e in the m; I, &

4 e
b
qve ¢hat am
a's marriag
il and chat day
n't have ¢

tn ou

nue it ¢ill his death. H

t Gautam ﬂed away f
{ Gautam for two a;grﬁ his 3
arkness seem €O submerge both Nalin-alf 0:118&'
h Bibek could be easily seen. He lo;l;(anta at}h
ed hk“d

£

{

R

i

k? Get my Gautam back
%

A
P i
Lt

while after Nalinikant
he smoke of cigarette. IfGa Spoke 1
he will surely co il
wards Ratna. D_lgrn
her mom, RatHYQu
a kept the morality of ‘/OuranB l
amg

find him-
had to wait for

is
¢ by not allowing Pratima to se€

thing. Pratim
' AT S s time.

<tern 100K 1O Bibek. No.
him invisible. Bibek, ify‘ Y oy
sly towards you hkeoltln heg,
me and bring back P y.bm ..
s moment. Tatimy 3
ro weep like a kid.

Nalinikanta

ss has almost m

have alway

Hareshwar:

Gautam t0 T
Nalinikant
gir! What happene
Please look!

Please forgive
e right in thi

Essenceof the Brahmapy

er izt lup from his armchair and wore h
o ewasi . re hi

oup lypBuEhe df 111;1 front of him. He coul di’ is spectacles. A

ubted them to be as huma nt rEecogﬂiZe them

e

propel
-miling filled with enjoyment.

This is Gautam Bopa!

! This i :
Hareshwar Bopa! is is Pratima Aiti, and this
Nalinikant preats e
5 dl n Efcouldn t believe Phuleshwar’

"4 eyes pointe P ,war s words, yet wi
She’s Aidau! who's that? ik
[t was as though Phul

_ esh .
mulu-colored enjoyment. Ratnaws;lil?as gifted him somethi
Ratna came forward, h i ) 5
| Hareshw i At i

g;use Gauta?:l ?2;1 Sla:}:am gave come to t:iealr:d said yes, it’s

. G ese days, h : s to our vil
We have just purposelessly made oue e hl )

Our village house! ekl 1

Nalinikanta prono

unced illegibl
\]?Ualiijz, éjlease return to our villa;;e ho
t LY
qutam came forward and held I\?Ziinik
anta’s hand,

he hugged Gautam.
Bright smile have almost removed the dark
ness. Leavin
g

(Gautam, he looked here and
there. Now wh
. CI’C’S he g()ne?

?t his hreacuon, Pratima asked
or
Wh::t é’gare you looking for Daddy?
) ou mean by wh Y
once again searched here o I am looki
gL and there li ing for? Nalini
Ehls Bibek, where are YOuelg(-a like a mad man gykania
Nu 1- kv - Oo - Ku! ibek? 3
alinikanta re L
his shirt. Bibek’s VOir:eOZ:il his chadar and started
} e withi : to
pas PI'IOEEI:IY Plasimg hide and slet:lin I_\Iﬁhﬂikanta’s VL;?cb u?ttl(_)ln
not : ) with hi el Ile
wards, I will stap b hide - and - s o]
y within your heart as 1:‘;{1:; DUt o non s
akaidew! 0 1

delig
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R

F -
£z l’:{‘ ——

HOTRAY OF PEN

Prelude

ept squeeZing his,mOthefl' Suddenty, he,
The boyst:frible <hout. His pgot erfalso sat ﬂe
: i Then the body felld own from the bed alth
inful shri¢ l. . When he regaine consmulsness he L g
i em.other, aunt -~ eversLone SFFEpmg si enhis
parent® gra:r red black colours on t eml_-I HﬁtlY, he calltlv
n ! She made no relsponl'sl& € then embraced
his mother: ody. Heeven held his father, aunt, grandm()thed
his mother’s ¢ found no response. No, none of ther, i By
1.1 Then the four year old bC_)Y Starteq 'Y
: way out, the crying helpje. hng
O

impatient
emnbraced bis

Jt was ™
ept open

. the voice of birds g

ke up hearing i
i is £

s still sleeping: He callc?d ‘ ather g

G i 7 € fo walk \vll’.h hls fath “
.o he used @ go ouE X r i . By Bac E

morning nd mother were still sleeping, g o8

t and gra . :

pa‘emii ?f?o him. Nobody accompained him for g

responde He stood there and looked outsige Th'
g

: ne.

Came Out 310
o o; at night made the streets Wet. He walked doy, i
show . street. There he saw some distinct car's tyre marl
the ma { those tyre marks and went ahead, '

The boy stePP€

I?c(l)rtl?gilt then. Both the front doot ofifH8

The same was with the back dosd
. .

tsigy
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Cver,

e boy, coming slowly Ghanakanta, their
hocked. Today he was not with his father!

Seeing th

ur\ﬂass
ghbo ached the little boy, became more astonished.

dress was scattered with full of blood.

kanta seriously felt a pinching pain in his heart.
gour father is not with you? The little body who was

Wwhy [king Over the tyre's mark gave least importance to

el
& heﬂlﬂ?appro

little boy's
The Ghana

pusy W@ by the neighbour Ghanakanta, but reluctantly

d - Father died! Mother-father, grandmather, aunty

nakanta once again looked at the little boy. He
still busy following the tyre marks.
was Ghanakanta wondered. He looked a the nearby house
(the little boy- The Assam type main house was attached to
0 Jeranda. The both front doors were kept wide open. He
the ht away marched to the house. He stood on the Veranda
ed inside. The entire bed room. Oh horrible! He
few steps and found blood shed everywhere. There
dead bodies laid. Oh how pathetic! Ghanakanta
Jlosed his eyes. He straight away came out of the house and
creamed tO rest of the neighbourhood to give them the
‘er caded news of the massacre.
Within a moment the entire community of the village
athered in front of the house. As the people kept on
gathering, the little boy came closer. Then a person among
the mass carried him on his lap and started crying. He could
ive no reaction and within moments he started running
within the mass. Meanwhile the police party came and the
dead bodies were removed from the room. The gathering
started to increase. How tragic! Whenever the little boy felt
thirsty, he asked for water and when he felt hungry, he used
to ask for food. The neighbours took him to their house and
feeded him. He used to sleep whenever he wished. Once again
he woke up and roamed about his house. He gazed and gazed
at new thing in his house and used to investigate those stuffs.

straig
and peep
advanced
were four
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R R et

£ Pl

even shar€ one Of WO words with "
: ntire neighbourhood kG
h ceremony for the eng :

e

E)e()Dl
Ctl‘,ely

wa
¢ boy was upset when amily

He used ©
W

surrounding him. 7 1eat
d the ritud of de2
performe Initiaﬂ% th

who passed awa;/;;d which W3 one of the part of b asked

‘ . But lat
th of his parents eron th i
erformanc on 4 was qui & b g
accustome ceon n;r; sim lqutlkie 285y Witﬁy. gol
4 pull his hatf: j Ph‘/ ought 5o y: ity
knowing ¢ t. Slo fad slowy ! A° honse setfmec;t 0ui
. olated: Th days t° gateway W& packed with , b
is i ed to rouch one car and then moy a%u
cars. Sed to jrritate the driver, sat on the € tg ths
o neighbours also went back to t}fe.at ane
also started to move 5 eir usd
d when he felt abs&n:v Y 011:
and grand mother- People tred to ¢ Onsoi Of !
for a stroll and some said ¢y © hip,
at t g

ave gone
ack. Slowly, his want for his pareng, . &
S ma de

e future security be it caree
ook him t0 Mangaldoi. " Or g
admitted ina SChOO]_ 3]

d to adjust with the world. The im aginati‘;e owly
nerated in him: Thus he created intlijower

isness g€
¢ and matured intellectually. One ¢ Magy
ay he

m with flying colours. With;
ated his own reason and visy rll thog
orphan or how he lost his fz lsaltio
mily ;

Iy

| uncle t
back he was

and consciot
with people he me
passed his entrance exa
fifteen years of age he cre
as to how he became an

total.
Though the story Was based upon facts, it w
by imaginative elements. Like, though the bo a}: enlighgey
own individual name, yet it is COHSidEer a5 got hs
' Abhimanyu' here- to be 4
e three powers involved in the },
Tuty|

There may b
bers of the boy.

murder of the family mem
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y be excecuted by the under ground

onal enemity. }
f Abhimanyu's family might be

he terrorist be due to some idealistic
for which the extremists must have killed some
ake revenge on them, the supporters of the
killed the members of Abhimanyu's family.
ht be done by a third party just to
enemity between two extremist
d law and order in the state.
1d come to know that the
o fhis fami some ill-armed activists,
i *usly the would secretly have a feeling of hatred towards
il This hatred may even rurn them to take revernge. The
O ing 0 revenge may l.ead to counter the murder of the
o Jerers: Abh}many‘u might be moved by the brutal incident
" murders of his family n'lembers. He may even be attracted
¥ normal livehhood. A simple and easy going life. He might
reat hatred rowards violence. -

[ am in deep troublg as in which way I should carr
aracter, .Abh%manyu. In the complex situation:
ot incite violence, revenge, murder etc. Of
ation. As a writer even

are of these kind situ
onsibility to the society. I have the moral

| Ab}.limanyu of our society in righ

[ believe, truth is the main direction of lite -
ed to brings out resemble Abhiman i
f character. Here I wanted to give h:/nlcjl s‘:rllil;

(1) The murder ma

'vists u to some pers
act! ) gome members ©
s. This may

te
:;Zl[?t adictiOl’l
surrenders and ©0
(rende’® must have == .
U™ 3) This murder mig
! atmosphere of
cred which create

:aqtioNS:
orgaﬂ;;’;hen ‘Abhimanyu Wou
ly were killed by

was aw
moral resp

duty tO carry every

direction-
Geill, I want

us elements O
maginary presentation.

Imaginary addition (one)

yario
sort i

There were lines of Mesua ferrea (Nahar) tree in fi
ront

of the college. Besides the huge Mesua ferrea tree, th

rows of Iclladhachura trees, the branches and leav’ t effe were
- o

have made a roof- A number of seats are arranged fO W}L}ifh

or taking
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there was no classs Abblmanyll used
reatthe pbeautiful red Radh 0 g,

& in story and poetry Seac.h“ra
second prize reqtauon. He loved Cst-lons
jous feeling cowards this L ity

the other hand, thinkealth\g,

Sy

handsome boy, m'ka- e thinks, that Anamﬂ{a er
Co

fferentl about A2 }
diff il expOSE rather thsn}?tlclidymg’ as she |
i shades
air an on. Most Ofats 3

softcorner towards gigl, ¢
s s

Ana ika 'S[.'hMOSE of the Studentshke

tender behaviout cowards et ey stare at her. Eye., ¢

rofessors cannot StOP looking at hefl the

. beneath the Radha Churar' N

did not pay ™ weight rowards her. He used to Simpltree,

thinking depressed. Whenever he sees %n.amika i Vi

curn his face: On the contrary, Anamika's internal rag:d t

made up her mind to bkept

on increasing and so sh€
Abhimanyu's jgnorance rowards her. She wanted Abhimreak
an

n
rowards her like the other boys in the colle W
day Anamika, throug her friend called Abk%iilone

h one of he
{ the classrooms: \When Abhimanyu € an
nt \
d the door an crediy

d puﬂed him ab he

then started Lissing him. ack. gy,
.ka shocked Abhimanyu and

ads

irl need from him? He ask
ilca without even getting scared, anSWer&‘:d hey
u than advised her to wea egt

iy

move her shades. She did Btty

was spell bound by the makeq as b
Ver 1

said. The whole colleg A
to the €O ege wearing Mekh N
and with 0O shades on- Abhimanyu then re;llia Chagy,
action was trué: One day both of [;:d tha
m Wers

Anamika's attr
graduated. Abhimanyu joined law college and A
namiky i
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had 18 _
al;%imanyu's family M
arriage; Abhimanyu
& side there was 2

oneé s att
Qn as his natural jnstinct-

then was P
ceraction for his love an
for taking revenge agai

d on the other
nst the

side ¥
mufder : 3 . 1 P | . :
Asa writel [ was 110 perpP ex situation at this stage of the
i himanyu has to compromise with the
5t0ﬂ(’i' erssi che sake of love or he has to bow down tO
n;lur eecisio R Jon't show this marriage of his family
‘;een ostablish the character of Abhimanyt as a
. But can Abhimany enain happy 1!

exceptiona 0
cacrificing the love of Anamika fot t .
: d a 101 lhc Lull i ] . |
an reveenge give ete ke of kit
Abhimanyu! ral peace in disrurbedgh%/%
R : mind of
(0]

When Abhi
who killed his far;?isrgg gradualy grew u
his childhood. He came mbers and who n[-::, C};e came to kn
sudden he joined a baneté{) know his enema éhim orphanoiw
Jetermination of killing thextremist gl’Oug' Hne day, all of 2
parents. However, when he murderers of h'is fe h'ad a strotig
the extremist organisati e was undergoin an}‘ly incluing
discussion with that tion, the Govern g training under
offective. Accordingl tg’l'gamsation. Thamefnt initiated a
s eXtremEistleader§ \,S;SCUSSion was
re seen openly
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)
P~
PR 7 e

. sprative POWET of Assam wq
$

he tried to take rever
ge

accepted gun J o
pted & ith the administrative le
adErS

have continou’
Assam. Now they were [ .
the poliucal security-

responsible for

Abhimanyt accu '

chat the €ne jes were like concentrated water of pond

lake. T oday this enemy A
od. They have S

devastating
Abhimanyy then came O
m he should use ¢
early and told him to come later so that
and decide for proper reply. Abhimany c
But I was unable to give an ansl:,vcame
er ¢

[ am unable to collect strength ¢
0
da§

preaded everywhere

my conciousness to a.sk a
against who he power of gun. I dj
answer him €
think over it
to me repea
Abhimanyu:
Abhimanyu t© surre

certainity?
There is a saying: O
Lord Shiva, wanted to prove

, manner Abhimanyu has

71 like Lord Ghiva is trying
ginary addition (Three )

tedly.
Actually,

ne Demon after getting boon £
0

to escape from his grj,

n Abhimanyu identified
s who killed all the members of his family. They the
One day he determined th;:eﬁe

§

ne. He determined tha
even after twenty years. Tit for tat {‘the
Otherwise he couldn't make himSelf- hat
Surprisingly whenever he looked at the el _Calm.
d, the red Krishnachura or sindoor in the forl:hthe

ead

western en
of a married Hindu Lady, he couldn't keep himself i
1n goog

was his motto:
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1

_The admt! is
ers. But then Abhimanyy ¢g, o0
Mg ¢

e extrermst group, thEir membnd
Cry

-0 depend on th;m as they o of
he anxieﬁesEre

ated day by day. One day it became () of
cleg,

side has curned to be similar ¢
0 th
8

€ar|
d n0¥
01_[1 d

nder. If he put gun on him? Where
8 the

it on the Shiva's head, I
been following me con ) N the
Y.

d that his father was sucumbeé

with extremists when he
In that grief- even his mo

Esea b et 1?1256 ex[renlfb 5
s Captufedtshe expifed' Thus /\bhinmnyu was at a loss o8
ill an
wentf : was in evell more
hT' cecon&i{\OQ.T\\e fanally W a8 COMPT t \\N\-
pat"-t . R\Y \ \.\\\
r TWO daughtets Wwho Wee \\\ A \N\,\\» A

and e ferer died
The murderer ied due to can
" Cer t(‘_‘ Al ) !
have any boy child and no saved 1 years IJHCI(‘ 7A€ C/ /
Jrents kept no connection Witlf hpIOperty, The vaont
ried agirl fr : this fami
Er;a; :00r gflami l(:rm Sa different caste. The r‘::;l y> as the murderer
Looking at the l }?, t-here was no on man also belon
pathetic conditio e to look aft ged
and came back. n, Abhimanyy er them,
The next night Abhimanyu went j was moved
murderer Put hé failed . Théit'k entin sea
Pagladia river. The heavy flood ouse was
The.rt? remained no clue about t }i washed 2
families were saved and they all f murdere
places with their respective rel }Ved sepe
Jisheartened. elatives. Ab

murderers

rch of the fouih
on the banks of
A A bedy.
ratel € rest three
him Y in various

anyu became
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,\\l

o s L St ith rage Abhlman )
ot heared his KIOE=S Een the door. Wi shrick, yet ng OYu
noth. get scared to OP i door made ad il :ioor W'thne
mig t or. he bange h 1 a
Kicked thde ?r‘c’)m e e.'T he;‘ and kicked by his legs, The
respOnde f his gl:ltered hghung hlS small .to'l'Ch,
J. Abhimanyu € h almost made him vomit, Yet

A 1 whlctlrle light from his torch fe]] on
it’h weird figure. Was he the map
w
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~OLCIUSIoONn

All of a sudden, I decided to mee

id for the last time, before winding 4P my story. Till now. |
ki meet him twice in his house. But dye to the accident
have Id not pay much attention to him, since Abhimanyy,
Icolll. ing in his uncle's house. I took his address one fine
was lVd [ boarded a line bus to reach his house. The house
d?y thiman}’u's uncle was just one and half miles from
0

t the innocent smal]
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R Y SO

£

one Ot tWO persons, Ireac
ust.s resent residence. Suddeneld
en occured. The dog Moving 3 y
cci iy by another dog coming gy st
A d dog seeking OPPOTtyp;
e qarrel. 1 became upset by tlll‘e
ected dogs- ; ¢
Abhimanyus hoEse.
e a persgn whom [ kne
esser:; After CTossing the gatewav‘:‘ |
ere 20 | " he living house, I saw a sewql; ¢,
c he tree was covered by sewali ﬂowers'
The floot benea the flowers from the tree fell onesta
; he sky. It was cloudy. But ClOur
ent from the one seen few days bac ls
. tt i changed dark clothes ang Wer{

uja. . .
see Du;%_asgrr]ow that was .fllled in my he,
red. Crossing the Sewq; trezt

o

dhadclea

viranda and then a young lady ¢,
ut twenty two years of age ang Sh:

forward. She Was ;E?h e drawing 100 a}nd offered g .
She modestly 2sked my identity and I gaye e

sit down. <  Then I conVeYed my interest to yoy,

my identity The lady smiled and answered thay

pOUﬂChe Qn. e the d
une}(?

i u. . .
/?lljll;;nm;lr% is in the kitchen speaking to his materp,
er. .

grand\r{l/gtgon-t have to call him. He would surely e
and irricate you 2s soon as he comes to kpa i

: isi lace

¢ has visited our place: .

Vo For the sake of modesty, I replied that  am yseg h

that. ass of water when Abhimanyy stood

; kagl
[ just dran a handful of Sewal; flowers

before me. He straight away put
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my lap. With his usual nature of rest

¢ and stared at my chest. | anxious]

F Lo oking at. My left hand touched
Abhimanyu was staring at my pen, |

fact:

lessness he leaned on
Y searched for what he
my pen. Oh! that means
then felt relaxed at the

Suddenly, he came as a ki

no time: it and took away my pen in

For a while I just looked at him ap,

ced. I found a positive aspect at the end f th

erved within Abhimanyu's rea] attitud0 (R0 b s

After tea, I bade them and left that plaeée @) i

came beneath the Sewali tree. I looked up Fe“; fnCe e I

flowers fell on my face as the tree wasg ShakEI-'l b tho Enh

e birds-d Al Y the movement
I boarded a bus to my original destinati

. dow seat from which I could o e

P’alrrr; ; : b have the view of the green
Abhimanyu was born to S :

war in Mahabharata. His birth blrlcl))l}llggtr Erlucel:frmg s

death of Abhimanyu was a crude truth. br
But, today I cannot potray Abhimanyu as the m

of death in the midst of massacre occuring eve ‘:;Saﬂgfir

Assam. Let us encourage our today's Abhimanyy ;Z ha\iet}in

pen as the strongest weapon for spreading the Sw ;

Sewali flower. Yes, let this sweet news | o

house, village after villages, cities and

country besides countries. Abhimap o andiioythe

Bhaskar. Bhaskar meant the Sun. Thys g;: i th.e symbol of

G, Ob; Abhitmsnyul Lot thas ar is Fhe light of

Sun for delighting our turmoiled state " eattghtiof the

s d then my heart was
rejo!
] obs

f war. So, the

ws of
e spread house fo

Sundare je phular mantra
Ahoratrimate ..... o

Essence of the Brahmaputra 087




.

ESSENCE

: distressed with his }
dhury 15 ;’:e d by flu or the whole bog:

makanta Chou

Ra 5 z{:ﬁnge d by nettle called Bang il
T A1 o terd ;

y ot feeling will since YEsteraay evenip,

the Kachari ghat, after Wa'lkin gon
At that time he toolk §/ie w hotel. Fe gazzed tofthe wide riyq,
foot path from Belly concrete Steps ifrom OOtp?th. Wel
Brahmaputra Cross * the later evening wind \c/amefqussmg the
this may be the cause him like a butter fly. Very equent,
ater and blew through M d sitting on the step. The famil,,
he takes the touc e also disturb .hu'n. He lookeg i
smell of the environif ey ship ﬂowmg on the e
the Umananda a5 s chiis sanking in the midst .Of .the Water.
Brahmaputra. The Urba ¢ the Nilachal hill is hanging

y he side 0 ¥
Thes a‘a.igha%?;ﬁfﬁima looked like the spider net. Seeing
on the river

. Jevant and unfortunate thought came to him fy,
these, some irT¢

if the brid bys-
Irtlheh? 95811 I;c({) thl:enc(;‘gsr:tﬁ: ;Baitarani river through this bridge ¢
is lite. Cou

. day evening, whic},
¢ witnessed yesterday evens
is not the same srfrrleu tgi: Ether side of the Baitarani river! s
may have come OCHIImU dhury stopped under the tree, Wfﬂkm
Ramakanta dirty place. The birds of

even

is also a very
mithmugh the foonpa 1:hits at any moment. One cant looks

different variety may pass
up. Even the foot pathisa
this smell is not the same M€
where a low- class people live in

Jso made dirty- But the vomiting like
| coming from the bank of Lujt
peculiar cottages. Neither, it's
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ge has joined both banks o¢

¢ dirty things kept in the side of the fqot path
pad ane Just binof the Municipality. So, what type of this worse
jgnor? his! Where is its source? Ramakanta Chouohny could
smell 5° thinking about all these. He had the drowsyness at
ot 1P hat could not be for the schedule of morning
Jate T
walk- i morning, Ramakanta Choudhury comes back ap-
Sukreswar temple. Today, thinking something, he
d into the pramises. There is no rush of visitors early in
ning. Along with the bell of the temple, he witnessel a
smell there. It is also not a smell of incense stick and
Choudhury came back. Suddenly he stopped walking

Powg erf;)Ot path in back side of the Mahendra Mohan Chodhury
o ;al, Oh, it's a dead body covered by white cloth on a pull-
h::f There are tWo SepOys. Two labours have carried this dead
; ody to the hospital, perhops for post-mortem. He felt a very
bad smell out of it. At once, Choudhury saw that other two
s have crossed him, carrying another dilapidated dead

pEee nd by thatch with a bomboo. What a stinking smell is
body Sy d his nose by his handkerchief. The men have

his? He covere ; :
S cense sticks to get rid from the smell. Their noses also
ut 10

¢ vered by clothes. But how can they escape from it. The stink-
ing smell rrﬂxed with 11111(93113&; s;mk have created d [)L’CU//E)I '57}7({’//
owever, he is not talking of this smel] alc: ‘
:Lead- There are the shops of ﬂ(m.fers.EI lssgm(;{l}(\);ihg}z Stt;ipped
could get relief on the essence of Narjee and R »hoy hury
ers. But he could not be norma], This is not the Sfanzgana’ﬁa flow.
e mell he thought
Depressed Choudhury chap,
posite foot path. Suddenly he stop
taste of different smell. He stooq
on the current of the river Brahm
women keeping certain differenc

ling of th

e

Proa":hirlg
entefe
the MO

familiar

ged his way home to the op-
pled this time op, getting thgt
still looking at another scene
aputra. Yes, yes. The mep and
€ Were passing shits. This smell
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—
g

_?G'7

\

this 1

is of those fresh shits. Of course, 12 7 a3
for by him. Choudhury starte walking agaitt everal ships oy,
gome traine

standing at Sukreswar harbour:
e roof

blue unifom are parading O™ R
are bringing water- One ship makin®

not the same one.

has made him restless and anxious
that peculiar smell
are sO many sources of smells thro
smoke of vehicles, trucks, trains Stf
bins are familior t0 him. No, those ar

his n

So, what is this rare smell!
an kept the glessing mug

Harichar

Deuta, water i ready,
1. wash his face in the magnif
¢ the water, hot o
he switch. Just a mater
of opining the tap oD e his face on thr
glessing glass. He can als is face by the towel attached te
: morning. Lt is done aftec:,

on the table and left. He cant easily W

cent marbled bath room. He

cold whatever he wants: on touching t

the basin. Hec

it. But he does not brush reeth in the

dinner at night. He likes to wash
canda side. He feels plesent onlya
by Haricharan. Yes, just like relief. Ear
by his wife Maya. He used to getan exce
ing lemony red tea offered by his wi
pleasure from the tea offered by

prepares lemony t€2: But, there W
all.

[t is not proportionat€ at

e of the tea preparred by Maya is dis.
members taking the
That smell is more
ng. Yesterday evening his younge
dhury left to his village home. Sinc;

Oh, has the essenc
turbing him since yesterd
cup of tea given by Haric
sweet, smooth and concentrati

biother. Nishikanta Chou

ay! Choudhory T€
haran. No, No-
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icis also not the smell Searched

d officials with the;
of the ships. Some of th Clr
1 big sound started to g()e:“
the other bank. Well, the sm€ coming O ,Of the mast ig alsg
So, what may e that partu:ular smell whic,
_Asto when and where frq
e, kisse . nose and vanished! The;n
ugh out this city. The smel] =
eet dogs) street geggars, du:i:

o pot similar to that sme]]

can easily g€

qn also s€

his face standing in the v
frer taking the red tea offer;l
lier this red tea was offiereq
ptional taste on drink

fe. He can't expect Sucl;
Haricharan. Of cource, he als

i1l be either more sugar or sou?

suicide taking poison. ther by
committi
ing

that moment he feels
presen :
runs that car. On the day o{;eb;)'f Jin
Inging

ey, nOt

Lord

following him N
mell as

ike smell is
of that very S

jya us
Shl Haricharﬂﬂ! .
as the mercury artracts ot~

came at once
all Singh at

ace. Choudhury looked

ressable pain has accu-

e this car. But the
ched. Sos

out

hury said - You ¢

lock:
gos _Haricharan left the pl
the car. An unexp

He does not like to us
if it is left untou

he cd :

huy use .wer Singh to start the car and goes

Y - Though the ghee coloured Ambassadar was of
imum comfort riding

yening
indth el Ch udhury liked it. He got maxi
2 ... utshe 519 more in this world on who's 1'cpc:|lcn| reques!
ont . ;
he diSposed that dear'ly Ambgssadar and purchascd this Marut!
ay be, She liked this Maruti car th h
carl en that of the
Aﬂ‘bassadarand Cho“"'h“ﬂ’f‘llpporrcd it. Because, Chou 11
Jh - more ¢han his Ambassadar. She was just ke l_l,;_‘;‘]'r‘i
[Ikehe So, he UI’ChaSLd that car just to forget the Hi-{‘”_ \,;l‘,
hls 3150 allOW her to use the car ,f?f_-,-,,—(.“' There ale
\ag; = extreme mistake. She betrayed him- She used to drive
jaitis : _ 1aa bt 7 :
ghat ¢t kg x\\'atﬁ\o\‘* o g oy besides her, Know INg
¢his fact Choudhury Took SO EXCess §te)s ]] | ]
ot dciion e stk )

He tried to com: ‘
pel Jinty f
Engineer of th i i
eille g e Jyotinagar, Guwahati B 7
i cision. She took revenge ;; when she took hy /i
on her f the ex-

Occasionally Ch
y Choudhury thinks of selling th
e car. But at

ty, w
,thhenever Hetsgedie
. T
e car, Jinty was so

Es
sence of the Brahmaputra 091




while she saton front or back
seat of the car. ChoudhutY recollectall the’se senes and remeyy,
- ses maximum troubles in ¢}, 4

e

d so joyous

dilighted. She looke

memory &t

bers her :
ers her jolly face. et Choudhury thinks he woy4

mind of Choudhury: Syill then, :
like to bear all these Wit anxieties fOr the salfe of Jinty's memg
Choudhury got up from the armed chair and slowly walk d
towards the garage. Who knows thfare may be the adjuct sme]]
that the searching for. Some mosquiros came out and left away

No, there is not the smell longing for. St
The colour of the car hecome faded. This light ghee ¢q.

our was selected by Jint: She used t0 change the seat covers 4

per her choice.
On the purchasing day of the €2 .Choudhury told Jiney._
I shall allow you this car fof whole life; if you could avoid thy,
{1 be in your name-

poor village boy: The car Wi :
ration of her father at all

Jinty did not react to the temp ¢
Rather, she became more rigid t0 her decision. O.K. father, |

will opposite to what you said. I left the car: Lcant sacrifice loye
What type of adament Was that girl. Inspite of repeate&
urge of Choudhury 2nd his wife, she never used that car.

Please come father, your prESL
; 1 1ailv paper has come. Pleac
QA

will grow up if you keep

m at that

- near ro hi
all comes

even if he at

ers- '
5 ssu
eadirlg nff hat n interrUPfS- No @, Deuta's p;e_b
Eaaanct” | feel joyous seeing deuta re@ ing
: ven my text books with suc .
i ; ~lpe i1 > R > TUVS
aatent”’ V' ihury removed his spectacles from eyes. Herut ;

: ou . 'l
aat® b};rder of his A Chadar. The comments from his wilt
with * ed daughter Jinty ke the environment morc

Usually he

newspapt‘r
er read €

used to ma
red tea and news paper-

n ;
May? ; n the morning's
! ha ments as mere shouts of crows. But, to-
ecorme useful and

i i

IlveIY ke cheir com AR
reahb‘e words

sweel souncd

10 life than that of ;
_Aline D - 1 hlS I1eart;
vl I ° sounds A sracking hard in ) ¢ (he
s pepmb 0 W gy P
His broken heatt el Wik A AR \\E\\\\\‘
rears coming out of 1amcntcd eves it
R ey c}i Ate oiitcofy

1 of cuc koo.

today-

le “{tfﬂfec{y,




==,

707

-

. That has b
. pursery once €Come
ove inty ma.
o Mfllihere bech 2700 L
smﬂm% up tg tge isrlth'h’i;l?;;r will feel 101_1fel')’ if ﬁ‘lelf beloveq
e o Hoorshe WL BT B ey
1(1Jesnt S 3’3’ alive.: el woﬂd lOOkS ull a ank. The
they remain :
real beauty is dried out: ou thinking wi
, What are ¥ g withoy
What happened dewtd” ', think any more. Your Presf

nt
reading the newspaper! Please @
1d come up- 2
I L i
: long time: e o
oncious state °f rreid to read the newspap;:

urse
a rose plant
healthy to yie

in sub-c he
Haricharan's sound. At onces
saying. ke (058 anything?

No, nothing, do yo! l id -
Ha;-icharangfooke y Choudhury an: sild Yotilr younger
; ink over theé mat

brother will arive in the evening s her Nishikanta "lt“er.

O, yes, he forgot about Youngef bm:‘ esterday eve' i i
smell had been disturbing him sinc® le1 to}r Nishikanta n_u}g
He has not yet thought OV€t the propos? T
good that you have reminded M€

What do you chink?

Choudhury sought opi

time he already left the place-
enquired him.

m Haricharan. But by thig

nion fro
hury kept aside the news.

Choud

paper and _ _
The matter is like this. ikanta does not like to keep
his elder brother in the city alone- He will come again today to

. His loneliness will not be there

rake Choudhury back to villag
nd others. He would

amongst brother, sister-in-1aws nephews 2
get proper nursing on any ailment. The house of the city could

be given on rent. Haricharan will Jook after here.
Nishikanta carried true love and affection towards
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(o

e < | pim. EVE®
hetff”’ed . who used to do farming 11 village, reared COWS)

; The Vickg r Barnoi bhecame 2 city dweller. O
i ing s were those.
nd delighting moments . It
e i besides perf'ormin;_: daily home w;n les,
i ks sincer y as
larly read his rext books serly 82 87
gRg e qtion he

g

sed © g0 SC 0 R he . r ‘ ‘
l) /) ) } )

Jeal srudent AL P : | l

i e to the clty fot highet Q\\\\(" A m\\l\ul)‘
and the most degs
here he could find

ca _
could not forget the works of the pud(]y ﬁ l d
o i river. The beauty of villagelfe | ’
e
re'al plliasjrl' E‘;WCH, Ramakanta Choudhy o
wlth is i aee HaLes Cverl though live dr}f ”Se.d tokeep in touch
s Il?{a;:‘i:rwtalf continued even after hi;n City for his service
. 0) ] 3 e
al;C; e decidedergo‘mt??t touch with Villar;;:El l:r lage with Maya
w s1gn rom servi ecame e
dingly, he resi g Ice and g rregular
;ﬁfi ;fnt home fi‘:’iiir om the job of teahey ftrirrr:g]bUSiness. Ac-
5 It the capital requj e High
Nishikanta and his mother for St-?llilred for. contract, HE i school
ever, his mother convinced him tonkg of his share oflandn;}IStEd
eep hi - Flow-

from here and there. He tho
not go to others hand. Ught, the p
ChOUthI’Y did notk
n
allowed him to spare land t;"gewctlnetlher hi
mnoved, when his mother cried ease.
IOudIY kno

;_I father woulg have
i ou.rever, his heart
Ing it. Has he gone
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h ! What
[t was
he
arn




here Wwav =
. him © do that.

Jecision a5 Maya was insisting .
ury resigned the jobof «chool teacher b
an-

Actually Ch .
kering after oney. € ortion of land on lease
yesting his prother a2 ther befor® separation. The mo:le.
scarted cominé ood. He _onstructed embankm ey
u methodicaﬂy huge 2 ount of money. This :Tlt
pankment coul vent rising ater. The embankmm‘
statin flood. Choudhury hadent

no

caused d€ g
of the general public. He i
|f with corruption and collected mOr;e e in-
in the city heartand ¢ OHStqu. Ha
mbassadar cat adiedan ::;d 4
to-

e
o, After five years, Jinty was bor

Even May2 followed her. N
s

. Haricharat, who act as a
car-

nta came to
meet h.
i

ry deat

day they lost Jinty:

Choudhuty had 0 c
houdhuw‘ s brother Neshika

and Jooked after his welfare:
| | Has he 8 any home 0 village? No, | |
. e |

has already Kept his POTT and on lease: He never enquir
or members of his family: He gavells :d
st

about his brother or of

mportance © them. To plove s the only source of itk

f poor Nishi anta. He¢ 1d have Jefenitely support T time

and his family. But then, ChO was running after mo 5
red tower like building and led an aﬁ;zv

cestlessly- He constrt
other. But she did not st
ay

cratic life: nce he prought his m
with him for long time: She could not adjust herself with artifi
ustomed tO PUre village life }1{
. His

They were a¢¢
ly because of attraction
towards i
Jinty,

Choudhury €0 ¢ his mother did not like to stay th
fe. She nevet came back to i:-e
is

cial city life.
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e 1002
fo No, to B‘Y r f‘elt dier =
i de nelfhed " ‘ t d red
1 : : star
b ? gef sche in Jrawiné room afn 1;:5 - d.
bad? hataﬂ' € 5 p the m 1C1ﬂe or h adveft bernf,‘ﬂf
ﬁaﬂ'cﬂ 85 4y cgu Wu‘ﬂ\(‘u\ §W .lth muc h‘\d a li ing vieW
eqiSlo ; g an m : g : \ '“t\l ‘dﬂ ad ! iz Cl.
pe saW fﬂgoul d spendl dmes wit w,d Wi ( \ \\H T
g ee put those days ar€ gon opP? y o G
o all [hesd.l'ed Jown % his ed. Agalll his min el
vigiorl an Icefs Pe haps all the aimless pcop]? bec e lon€
¢ el"ent mat ily life- Once he {hough his life € pe succe 88 -
Crf heif lOﬂly {am l.fh Jlﬂ s HI‘ILJ l\/fé-l) - OW !'I- has bece YyITLE
‘Jﬁ d \0{10\15 2 ing inV o W rite jinty v
et g e i \\d\\\f\ et \é\\\?«‘\“‘ leven ly |
5 S@_&-&D“ 2 X\ \\Q\.ﬁ\-&\\\\ \\\\\\\\ (e e fe on y
Al AR O \ 2 \\ ‘ \
Ma\:w \\ and \\\&\\\\\\\\\ \\ \
He COUK SIS \ \\,\\ AW Y \ \ 1)
1 {( '

when Haricharan W
rake rest aftet meai?%i?i‘éh for his meal. Generally |
he car from TR ay he called driver g:flly hie used to
‘S{Vhere will you go, sir? gh to take out
es, where wil W
ing he went out inl L::rgﬁl Thought Chodh
night. But that search iC of the smell thatu?. Today morn-
now! s also left undone Wl}iturbed him in
LetusgotoN ' ere will h "
arengi vi ee0
Geeta mandir and lastl ngi via Noonmati, th i
Driver Singh starzetc? c‘f?Ck home via JalarL to Bashistha via
He asked the driver to s riving car as di_reCu bari. Let is start
Narengi. stop the car on th ) Choudhuw'
It is Shyam m e over brid '
' andi ge ne
There is also the Geeta ir to tbe left side (E ¥
mandir to the right %zt) of the bridge
side which ¢ :
ant be
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s. Theré Choudhury dropped frop,

seen for greeneries and tre€
the car. The sky is cloudy:-

Is it not overcaste y the smokes of the Refinery! Th
sun is about tO set behind the Nilachal hills. He felt a SWeee
touch of the wind blowing: :

No, There is no SME of that kind. He entered into th
car. It went crossing the irls hostel, again stopped in front S
Narengi College: Choudht had a look out side. The city hof
expanded. Choudhury Jid not witness anything other th N

dusts flying around. Not the m §n
St

smoke of city bus, cars an
The car then st
(0]

expected one, the searching smell.
Jir. He came out of the car. He intended to
m()ve

the young boys and girls are bus
.« come here due to the 3)1( on
atmosphere. NO- be the smell searching for by L’f"nt
. +ha straight way. He sat on a hlllm.
ge

Choudhury came

stone where Sandha, Lalita and Kanta.met each other. H

members that here along with the villagers V;’h‘e Te-
f class ten- ile he

was a student © Yes, he satin this very meeting po;
along wilh the village girl Kamana- He saved Kamana anpomt
He could get many more s eﬂsatione she

On g

was about £0SliP down.
pil of class light. The sme]]

mild touch of breast of Kamana, 3 P4
he Mimus ospelengl (Bakul) flower howeve
rl

of her hair and t
also created sensation iy his mind. Both sequences inspired
encouraged him every moment t0 g0 ahead crossing strugl eand
lly as how he married Maya from city, betra 3ot
a. Kamana could no::/ g:i

life. He felt gui

his true love of the village girl Kaman
Lastly, on the pressure of th
d chap who also died after sii

he cameé

ready for marriage for many years
family, she got married with oné ol

months of their marriage-
Ramakanta Choudhury stood up and wiped the tears of
0

his eyes. He could not find that smell. W
_Who knows, if
came out of greasy hair of Kamana! Yes, her 10'~ff:51'5fl ht;r;:r3 tf;{?eu
ing
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ich
0 Wl me
t chiﬂg SmK nana engross h
0% s of 17 e. No need i (im
helol o, let e go home. BY 1S
gingh " Gingh drives the car towar " B
OK iﬂlf ! ;rk L eal lightene The car €
pec? dhury campu
eaftgonwaf ofChC;;‘eo ta d eIcomcd hin Lhouclhury sat
e 1—Iaricharar1Cair S pa ed car 10 he gaf lz-c!‘l
c 1 ; qnd M uls
pythe arm der Ayt cwatel‘f thm‘ghls legs o liar
Hﬂﬁcgirunl oked at the arden and the iron gate e
cholll rouch d his nos [t means th Sewali flowerd ave st
sme
bloomézi; o one hk:j; an operataoln is heading silently through
hou Lury was a alarmet
¢he ir ng;f is that Haricharan
W % s Sa utd ju t ached form village-
: el . 1ig 2
'\,Oh C\\O\\é\\\\\t\;,\\‘as convinced: [t was the \day otFl‘l(i o
65\ 4 . \i ! y ‘lr \‘ C
oo el qend (e pight 1

val. 90 he has & . Xy 1
e to know as t0 whether C\’\l)m“.m l'y Wl )( }Lf(} m /}//’ W / / y
4 0"

com
or not. If possible, he will take hi
. Nishikanta come, sit gotig‘ﬁg village,
re.

Choudhu
et nejfg;‘ﬁiﬁsé:cj him like this earlier. Nishik
: - Nishikanta

. s every one OK at home?
ZIE::S;:;EH, bringdtwo cups of tea for
entered the kitch us.
for a white. A mild wi chen. Both
Sewali flower ‘f: ild wind was blowing. The C;ilthem were silent
ere spreaded making th e smell of the
sweeter. g the environment
Suddenly Ram ¥
He became busy in S?;:n;? Choudhury stood up fr
Al i 6, Sde é ing something all over Em the chair.
n Choudhury could guess tth :tvifanda.
the smell

ook t
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dme is flowing f

: [’Om
hing mady b t
c .g : Jnta Was sitting: Ramakanta approac, &
very place where ed

near Nishikanta and asked: il
. Nishikanta, yot just g€ :
y nnatural state of his ming

: { e
Nishikanta was observing £ ]
 nmedi ately started checking the Smel]

He stood up- Choudhury im™* i

from Nishikanta's head to foot. :
oned—

Nishi felt at this. He questt -
e bnormally, Kakaidau!

. Why you ar€ acting $0 8

You are looking at ™Yy feet. Nishikanta stepped backward,

Ramakanta Jooked restlessly—

“Well Nishikanta, you put your feet foward. Ramakant

Choudhury repeatedly requested Nishikanta. Nishikanta fela

uneasy. As he went back Ramakanta advanced so. At la t
¢, He started speaking with fagit

Nishikanta stopped in 2 poin

shame and recentment-- what are you doing Kakaidau. W,

are you insulting me? Today I was busy with agricultural wo ’

in muddy field. Hurriedly [ reached your place. May belc tks

not clean my legs property: ere may be some mud in ‘De“glﬂd
hecking all these.... S

| fingers of my leg: Are you €
Nishikanta. Choudhury was ot the lamented solicitatj

Ramakanta Choudhury looked at his brother's face to legs a g::l’

in

and again.
o Oh, that is the smell longing for. The most anxiously d
y ﬁnsrnell has come out from the muds remained in the m?d e-
ol o-glglss of legs of Nishikanta! The familiar fragnance of ist
paddy ﬁelz .paddy field. Once he was attracted to that in th:
Ch
) HZ;d{:ury became delighted.
Haricﬁ aran, has Singh left?
to fﬂfan came to him and said - yes, d
g0 out again? yes, deuta, do you like
Ramakan
ta C
houdhury sat on the armed chair. He sajq

B2 e
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il
o To mY
cled” 2 I*I:l ngs he b°
YO”jUSt 1Z\on't go 0% ati dail (PUISC)
e You ing Nows Iwaﬂt i el l
¢he o and preparc nice i Nisl ilanta loOK
pring 1sn
Can yo! udden changeé in the gituation md g bmthel"S
;[‘1:13 SH gazed and gazed at his respected elder
a 109
ke . -hara 's face glfsrened on darkness: 1
fac® goalso <l
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e

WALL

The news spreades Jike wild fire: People fr.om all walk s
life rushed to the gate wWay: They are boys and gitls to the ageq
Everybody looked at him.

. He was swetting. He rubbeg

rhan and women- v '
Tileswar comes unning fas b
] taking from back of waist. Prabhawag

his face by the striP of tow
looks at him cagarly: . e

Dadu is coming, Y&5 1€ 18 Sundari Dadu - §a1d Tileswar,
casing face indicated thag

Prabhawati feels happy: Her pl :
She brought down her veiland -eached the gate way hurriedly,
es he is the same one.

She looks at the man. ot
1 s gradually coming 2=
he man is gradualy ached the gate way ang

He is Sunandadev Sarm He re
e is Sunandadev dmadea sigh. he looks at his wie

looked at the concrete wall an :
Prabhawati. Touching the veil prabhawati returis to the hoyse
happily. She had to keep ready water for washing leg, face ang

clothes to change. |
Sunandadev Sarma COMES in. Sittingon a tool at vearandy
he looks at the concrete wall. After 2 while he sees that t},
village elder Bhadrakanta Kalita, Haridhan Master anz
Kanthiram Deka were coming to his home slowly.
hing hands and mouth.

=1Water is ready for was
Sunendadev Sarms looks at his wife Prabhawati again. He

lo L
oks at her anxiously as if he has seen her after a long interva]

Tileswa A e Ly
as called for. r was observing him sile

ntly. He comes near him
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e ' he
em in hat h HerhaP® v
@l One heatt g a0 [ s levi
g has O 08 chaps
The .bi ight fof those l‘”hl’ﬂ I
feVIO T tL ]'[]'l /
pppearanc : ands and mouth Sunandadw Hat :fhe bed
a et e?s seraight way came inside the hous€
he £ . him.
“ﬂ[h t dY readY . y water:
nking wat - |
Wwas alfeé ¢ me agl sS Ofd_fl irt and kept 11t che hanget: ]li
3 ened is Punjd ol H bk side a
%e- Eed s whole body was P

purning: .
“This is the glass ot Watet,
Sunandadev Sarma recefved '
glass and deafik its ey
watér

ot a quench.

. What about your meal?

Before finishin :

g the Prabhawaty'
hing. L SRnaNatels
N s ot St
; tTﬂes‘;q . awati came out to verand adev Sarma fell
tha e ;rrkas alrlcleady sent village elder ng d C;me to know
arkness has already a other mat
ppeared und o4

bﬂon%zd 1to Padmeswar. The black cow v: T bamboo leaves
pair of bu 1 have crossed gate to enter th’ _ riegated and white

. Tileswar, tie those cows filfshed,

To carry out the ord .

e : )

the cow shed. rs of Prabhawati, Teleswar ran to

Prabh i
Til 3 al‘f'atl also took bed without taki

{Jeswar ate his food that was left out of th dln‘g anything.

prepared the day m(?al lately, thinking her hu Z ay's meal. She
home for. hmc.h' Tileswar had no objectio s Iz_llnd would come
sleep taking his meal. Tileswar thought r:i e also went to
that they took bed so early. » today is the first day
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LT D=

o

h she was wi
; ot steepP thoug as with

Prabhawatl cou acr.\n troubles in his old a ge, evl:: h\ls\
pand. The man Wa° {ldren. afte,

ncrete wall round the comp il
s Digan o is working as GOVemmeas
7a, Who recently retired from the g, nt
orhas {ooked after the constructirv.
o town a1te! crossing this village, ¢ on
rated besides the main TOa:is a
of

situ
ipanta urged that t
So Dig he frong

Public Works Depeartmcﬂt- : 1
side wall should be plastered? d white washed. Dev Sarma com.
.4 by his so™

"~ But Dev Sarma &% ¢hat on the VEY nexe day of whig,
washing, somebody WIOt¢ something with bh'le DAL the wa)
Jive Worker's unity etc. slogans.

. Cheh, why chese are writen immediately after Colollring‘

They could have waited for sOM€ days.
Two days after that Tileswar told - Dadu (grand fathey)

somebody has writen with red paint:
Sunandadev Sarma checked the wall hurriedly. Yes, some

body has erased the earlier writings with lime and wrote with
4 for withdrawal of Presideny
s

red colour. Those were deman
rule and attrocities €t¢: \With depressed mind he told Prabhawag;
i

that the wall was made muti coloured.
However, Sunandadev Sarma never thought that such
q

situation would arise at night. A group of YOUth came up t,
0

threaten him.
. - Among them, two Wer€ his ex-students.
¢ Sir, you are our supporter. You were imprisoned for in

volvement in our six years agitation. So, why have you allowed
them to write such things ont your wall? Are you supportin
g

them now? One of them questioned.
Sunandadev Sarma looked at his face. As if he was not

related to sarma in any way.
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5 ancle
fareof ; nide’d\ tei\C\\t‘T.HC had to face fin hel 1‘1.‘]“"“ 3
g 2 aHigher Education 1O his son and daughtehs
impartlf;)ge reacher’s job. His daughter was married to d €U age
ing °° i The only son is also employed as public Relation Of-

er- - .

teat’ ™ . _His marriage 15 to be arranged this year. That's
ired. The wall was also con-

w, none have

At ed by Diganta. Well, up till no
stt : :
ny hard words on him. Neither, he gave any scOPE [or

thtOWn a .
L reatment 00 him by any one. Because, he did not remem-
per, if he had harmed any body knowingly.

So, why the youths were harassing him since th :
day! gunandadev Sarma thought - T have constru Zpremous
.nd you have writen something on it without cte th'e wall
which 1 never wanted. The fault is you my permission,
+ ave made me accoused and interogati ts. Unfortunately you
gating me like the way low-

ors do. What is this?
He looked at the youths with tough words - Listen, did
- Listen, di
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- -

P

’-JL)/';

i,

on the wall taking my ermission: Now, some othe
o did they cake clearance form .
e?

you write
have writen on YouT witiie get out.
Don't bring me t0 all these: ’e left away
The dissatisfied YO oblem
. The wall has creat® :
Sunandadev Sarma had nO gaction o [aetematks Passeq
by Prabhawatl. riding the cycle for mag}
et.

Suddenly, on the way © Y
ing, he 1kllad a 1:;01( att [z 25t nlghtiflomEbOdY has Write,
another slogan. It means an° (})Jupt\l:]at 23::, 0 tl'n"'%lt him,
He thought, they may come Yd 5 ing. Sitting OI;
the veranda, he 100k€ he front 707+ OWEVET, N0 One coyy
be seen.
' Besides that topi© Sunandadev Sawnzlla ,gfls faced anothg,
problem. While he was about ©© o to town. Tiéing the cycle,
din front of their gate. A num},
er

saw that a mitilary vat stopp€ - ;
One of them asked him - Who's house j

of militaris's got dowr
this?

d - It is mine:
bbish on the wall?

Sarma replie
n all these T4

. Who has writte
: 1 dont know- _
. What? They scolded him with the guesticm - Are yo
supporter of these clements’ Why such things are written ou
the wall? Yo sell, who wrote all these. 0
Sunandadev Sarma got nervous on the jumbled quest;
of the militaries. He has been harassed this way for the first o
in his life. Rather it was more than those youths. time
taris rebuked him with slang words
The house boy Tileswar and his ‘;-l?:

At last the mili
took him forcefully-

the unwanted scene helplessly. The mi
locality. Smded

Prabhawati witnessed
Sunandadev Sarma came

reaction is seen in the
back form the hands :
of mili
today. He did not tell anything to an i

ybody. Simply gone to the
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> ‘n‘(]ptﬁ\'r
ot sleet : |
haps ¢ couldbl;]awati ried © bhepke Lpasust al. .Ilt
hi ; moffllng : _Han mn
L Next cehe called Tllefs ]ibeswafr < shop- .
asher rilewal o buy " " ixed it W the
335k6d g the e S and D€V rg
pe 8 3, getting h.B Tileswar ¢ ‘ cheif
dout thel Cbﬁ.lss. o ¢ r neigh ours
parch® the wall:
jvhife wai};‘ﬁld not & ther €O r?ge tc;j:};gtg y. He sat OP
59 u t an here
Work Deb Sarmad Ctithc»‘)i ggate d the wall. he gavi shorct a:l\JN ;ft
chair 8° l_ooke 5 by pe© le. He did not sP€? JZU e
fo the Sﬁleﬂ:ell?e se by th litaries: Nobod‘/, €
n :
pis 37" sk about the story 1 details. i, Even .
courage tOS “ma had his Junch without raking bath: =
Deb = his dress worm yesterday Prabhawatl got asto
did qot chang® 15
bt 5 aped. Deb Sarma got
shed ap ded. Darkness appeares: _
15 Dav.hghttwas f?g“ed Tileswar and wore the [)unj]zlab;;: ; I c: L
from IS 3¢ 1 came ouEneart e wall.
l'lrphen he \ig\\tene& fhe At A AN
thereon @ 00

tool.
That way he took his dinner replacing Ti
_ placing Tileswar, The d:

pess became as t|hlck as the hair of Prﬂbhmjm-' " war, | f')(, datk-
bell of twelve O C‘llock rang at the factory o(f II-I y fhflt titrie the

Prabhawati sent Tileswar to accompan 11?71:1tsmka.
However he sent back Tileswar. Both Tileswy with Deb Sarma.
than waite 1 for Saerta ititdlon’ e ar and Probhawati
felt drowsy. a. Tileswar gradually

Khs .... Khs .... Khs ..

The mid night train wi

with |

Fbrough. Suddenly, Sunandadev Szziaagd loud whistle passed
ing s'ound of somebody's foot-steps. S ecame alarted on hear-
of him. ome youths stood in front
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. What do you want? asked Deb Sérfza;?

: Why you have wiped out wall wfrlt;l gl -

All the same question Id0 f;lfi‘se I(;n"l:pe :

arma held o1 ;

;‘;Tir;crj zziem s familiar €O him. Another youth S
up a serious question.

. Well, you have rubb
scolding of the military- [t means, YO
to do so!

Sunandadev Sarma kep

. We will write slogan agai
displaying protest. Qur trouble
corrupt free nation for you people.

Again Sunandadev Sarma loo
know them; but in vain.

. You just be off from this place. Now we will write slogy

One of the youths unloaded the paint and brush from hl‘

u will kill us, if they ask oy

¢ himself silent.
1. No body can prevent us o
heated revolution is to ga;
gain g

ked at the youths, if he ¢ ould

beg.
Sunandadev Sarma then shown them his back folding ;
13

d said - Well, my dear sons, what ever you wa
you write in my back. Please don't write on the wall. 5
The youths were at a toss. One youth pressed his tq
light and focussed on Sarma's back. Every body among the yq o
d and shouted looking at the bacll:tl;sf

Punjabi shirt an

became astonishe
Sunandadev Sarma.
There are member of uneven scars of beats wi
S W !
Ith dned

patches of blood.
. Write. You can write

But, please, donot write in the wall.
Sunandadev Sarma wiped like a small kid. o
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ed our wall writings out of fea; of

in my back
y whatever you oot

anatrees: W RCh
‘ Jati unde

and S o by singing Biya naam Madhun o
e \atives when she was leavl
fthe songsungby her relatives ‘ e o .
when Madhumati came {0 rea\\sed the WOrds

bers of her family whom she baded from het

Sltﬂ
" with her near the bant
ng her

There are bamboos in meadow
\‘;faﬂm has made a cage of it
ou are Mynah dear bride!

Enter in it like pyi
e prison ik
: IKe
N cc)) Ee(—{d to cry oh dear on:"mld
' egin sad life wajt :
Madhumati who looked Jik o

family way looki © e i
y way looking cage. She stopped Cr;i’za};rbud was sent in
8 Irom the dg
y her
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j ﬁ ld Iﬂ%relepu' b | M el Wi
ot 018 600 glor® da®
R i el O

. : | her request and | g0% 10 ho
.aoe date Was fixed. Inspite of A pleaq | O K2 Ling
r;lli;ia}gler father fixed her marriage with a man who could n(); | G"’ﬂﬂ[:;lfv 60195 fetllrm. g W at® 616;)11311 eCl t
even stand straight due to ag& just becau.se he was provideq . wgr ” -war Collectl 5 d thé tbey gree
with huge amount of money, he stopped crying: She could nevey \ Mﬁdhﬂgar o gah Sf"pto?Piﬂg’ [ W5 5
ever dream that her VeTY loving 2 hef would fix his only daugh. | af‘d T;fipaﬂar oW hiﬂ-l ;(ﬁpaﬂarya ¢hett !
rer's marriage with such an old man ]u’sltqf?{ra money. Her frieng | fhelﬂ . ﬁieﬂds dhumﬂﬂ' gifl Fe 105¢3r o he
Champa suggested her £ flec away With Ratai- She messageq | hipg at Ma jose the d more il ol
Ratan accordinle- Yt \ k eaded ¢ he tufﬂe me hu’lt, "
But when Ratan Jidn't reach in €me Madhumati's ming | & he b pat wa¥r che got 54 12y he stay
was filled with suspicion- Yet she believed that he would reach, | o by £ o egoﬁl & That Jlage: T
| at least on the day of marriage: But when Madhumati did no ~ .ﬂtroduc.edly back dhuﬂ""’ d's V! q;i fathe
find Ratan while she saton the Litual base, nor when she fetche; lﬂ f T Ma { hef druok?®” s
the bullock cart; her heart seemed to be restless. % s hOUSCdS (athe” o n cove©” fqthef
When her relatives in the village bade her singing, to ﬁﬂ dhumaﬂ " he was sho % d\u\“\l‘“ g 1¢ o
rison fixed by her father, she Jidn’t understand anything. Bua 0 becall; o watds M@ med net \eV
when got into the bullock cart, she came £ know what 3Ctuaut ;:l;oﬂ‘ that ;?hysicallw She - then her It
happened in her married life. Then she started crying VigOuresl\; i nmﬂy anou"h her morhb;; g o't
Wild fire destroy forest : rOposlelfhr a;d d ught®” s like water
Family fire cooks Pt qothe ir chara® o 1y here *
Fire in my mind e\;et\‘a\fe ol %@m\@ Qe _\_\m\\\\ ‘
Ruined days ahead. o i'\ﬁ\‘.{"ﬁ?"é"\:\\i\% \\\\\\\\\Q\\\ \ Q4
[ the first night Madhumati’s old husband attacked hey %oth food A mb“\\\ ~ \\
who has N0 certainity of ptOV\KKX\g YOu L‘\\\\\,

animal pounches upon its prey. H
ly burning: Her first wedded ni ﬁr
f thorns. How could the WOrr%e £
e to such an old man s'mginrg1

Ghutlung, Ghutlung, Ghutlung!

Kripanarayan dyed his hai

; ’ 11, the rey 4 §

which made him look very weird. thn ih};iut'atﬁlmeg brown
, Tobust and

brutally, the way 2 wild
mind and soul were constant
seemed to bring her life full 0

send a girl of their daughter's a8
with such jokin words? Didn't their heart e
an inl’locel:"lt organism to such an hungry w;{fira??;;:o];end dark complexioned man with teeth turni
el nd Jaughterin their ho - ?On't headed cowards her, she was shocked }:Ilmmg black like kajal
use? Just wild animal. When that man touche‘d heIOoked like a strange
€r, She felt a
] thOugh

they have daughter, sis
because this old man had money he married thi :
is young girl caterpillars stinged her. She felt as though
gh a huge python was

inspite of having three wedded Wwives, adult
P s enemys:o?ﬁeax;;l daugh- going tO swallow her soon. She couldn't b
me way for a long time. He fulfilled his physical bll:. ebeasy with the man
1SS by torturin,
g hel'. He

ters. The way dee h 4
Madhumati's beauty and her youth seemed to be her enem
' sed to unis i v
. use p h her through arious means, as sh
d ’ € never us
ed to
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g e o

made to Madhumati-

surtender hérs elf to him- Slaps punches, kicks were regular d,
Se

Ghutlung, Ghutlung Ghutlung’
ight and the moonlight was spreadeq
e

{t was half moo? nig
t was ha * coverin rrees and leaves. The moon it
looked likela small StIEE® boy floating I the heart.of the hielf
hills. The stars seemed O share their OWI traditional story gh
d river looked like white folded Dhuti .F
. ew

The Ga adhar \
o buzzing along with sound created by v,
a-

pocturnal insects Wer : . '
he Gadadhar Aver, which maintained the
Si-

ter movement O }
lence of that night. The sepoy Ananta was sleeping embrac;
ce of the raw hay was very similar tg Rr;g

her in hay. The essen
tan.

in the entire aré

ila's marriage from the s
colony. Marriageé meant festive environment for many ;:Tle
From a week ahead, Madhumati‘s heart and soul started dat\l’s.
ing like an old granny: Even Ratan came taking two days C-
from his farm- Madhumati, but didn't get of
oportunit} d speak to her: The marriage hall wg an
1o in che evening: As the rituals were l:S Si-
clockin midnight, the bride would 0 be
most of relatives and neighgome
d away stating that they would visit in time Tours
bucket from well at the b BCI; hen
On finding an opportunity, Rataiwh “‘s:ard of
lled her to the nearby shed-house and fas .foL
there. According to him I have not com orcibly
[ have come here from the Char area € to see
here evil spirits reside, only to meet s. [ have
hough it was your marriage qu. And,
Madhumati was very busy in doing works and so she - Actually,
to give time to Ratan. One after another re5p0nsig?{§ unable
entrusted on her and Madhumati was doing it as a k:: ity were
Outside the band party were playing to the tune of Pfezfiziit

¢ day was Rah

Rahila's house-
lowing her, pu
made her to sit
Rahila's marriage-
come from areas W
you seem t0 behave as t
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ﬂbu eﬂ fe | "
; 75 w m av” - -
ﬂﬁ'kl[ﬂjﬁﬂ [ovgd’h offbe any’ ch of Ve ar it
¢ Ohbebaybot X\ Comphe wa[’ﬂq how’ o e, hgf ce o
s Ll. i el" s\r 4 \’ L e - -’]‘l
for;{;’s vﬂ‘hmh ; uch 9;35 jike tu\ dkﬂ‘ 1(*\1‘“11 " 055
1 f‘ L
900 %y of P2 1o 2 c0” why "\ haY
W™ g5 al Kk 0 ami
¢ tﬂna ] 1d no Anaﬂ a
7 ep®) ull’
v o e
sl

hﬁr‘! Wi an 0
e
g B Ghufl“”g’ icht yist v ‘
ﬂl \\ > r El—l >
pay (8 inG ame€ vl me
The firé 3 Charﬂpa " miss‘mg,- A { hat o !
T e, a7 ver 20 spent 1 1 Son
i}«’gﬂrc bouf Rg[ann ﬁz!d Jh“f n‘ht(x)]a ':-'{éll‘”'; € ‘”1 L )l"
VEYed apla\h Swlm Ithete were . :‘:’;0 f.-'arnu'z'ﬁ" ;‘-;2 v zf 1, o his
LA slageé- a8 DO o i
“*A_.:\gsa\ﬁ%""?m " (*\\\\\“uag RN age ™ “\\,-[L che © 5 e
Vﬁ\ag\’-“m" NN N
\-\‘\;i.\_\\_j‘,

Ratan being om\\‘ai\ A \‘QT\\ ' X \“ \‘\
uncle's house.Whenhe stew 16 Re Wi | {) N 1) v
4 ility of looking after thff fe“’ up hie was ettrlld ))/ //////// t
He did that to make hi I.ar_m house of the propri SOOLsL:
house was very bad Mls 1 iving, as the conditi Prietor of Bijnj
feelings of love or Yohthztilﬁir:;;whﬁ was h :;nu(:iv l;is unc,ié';
had tears in h € when re of th
ing the Gadac?;ae: f;?‘-]Even RaFan cried anfjia;aen moved to Bijnie
two or three months ér. He visited his house n; to Bijni cross‘:
tiful, shy than earlie‘r I?Ie day, he found Madhua ter a period of
Both of them had tun.q e even noticed the hmatl more beay-
- fidult, Niow hiadk c ange in him
in eve;/[y rgiet of her childhood ﬁ‘ienda umati used to feelselif.
adhumati's adolescence : Ay
wards, she u : £ Yras discov
in the farm Iizist: Sl?; worg?d thinking aboute;;ctl- From then on-
his Dotara (a wo duate in the Char region an staying alone
oden folk musical instrum;??)r the river. But
was the oniy
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' 7, / .
Y p 7, /{j'
l My, Mg, ey Ml P Ty g
s MUty . gy, e, ° h
1)) 50 8 dyy her gy
(i /7 ///,, /ﬁ// ' "(/‘J‘////-,j' Olse o nghsonngs
| O Ky y 3 i . g P
A M I \\'(wn Wit ot s it fogy ™ Thoyyy
AN : { f”) H()t HS}()[’) ]'n thC‘ férn;getshecou?;
il etigscame oan end, Yet whenever he ysoq - 0% |
) o\ isited Madhumati's place with Dotara i "0 comg
\a\‘@&hﬁ\\»\ rain higf
\?\s {2“ hat rime his songs expressed moman.i of grief. Iy '\?-'as\Q:;ld'
| mshonbya seent 0 ;fadhumatl like Radha preyep oy
uch songs-

Ratan from singing s

Oh Kanai! don't play your flute
For I can't bind my mind
And runs after the sweet tune
Please, my dearest one!
Madhumati used to sing in low voice on the bank of

Gadadhar river when Ratan was about to leave to his farm hoyge

or to his workplace
Oh dear one departing me
Will you come back ever!
Ratan whom she could never keep away from her thoughts
was lost! Thinking about it brought her pain. According to
Champa, Ratan visited the village two day after her marriage
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As the owner of the farmhouse didr.lot allow him to leave, he
fled from there and came. On reaching village, when he came

o know his most beloved had already left the village, he be. |
isheartened. He didnot speak to anyone, nor dic’i h i |
He simply played his Dotara and hummed to it e eat .
arithe bank of Gadadhar river. One day Champa met ; ;ltme
" d described everything that happened to Madhumati and h 5
she was expecting him, till the day of her marriage. He gt i1
weepiDg impatiently and then he answered in one line - ?rctae:

jive without my mother, I can live without my father b
wat my life! From that Sonamati glrur lllt hOW
1 £ only, one

any [hlng ?

can 1 live withf.
day he went mis
Many peopP

sing.
[e said that he must have jumped into the
' 2 never

~ads -f}:;}:';!rnh iec
Uﬂd‘]:\"‘t’ No! Ratan cannol die. Madhumarti was sure fhar B
[dﬂ 't Cpnuzu'z “":tlf.l'l. _z:z“—,;;i (1 ::.:‘i'd;iftd,“,:\:;l f_:’”‘l_; l‘n; m-}w:::

BﬂCUU thl' absence- 1y not he - e e e
80O ef Of DEF =" 7 ised to Fear B it also became e
LA ET e QRREE (guun;nrsl“*i“ afscs bECaTC e

. -\'\‘\\w\\ :\ Lk‘\ " \'('Idf]U“]Jfl*'“'-’:-\\-
The WY \ \\\:\.\\ 1 X ¢ ﬁ ).‘11 T
parpukhuth the satit W | E\ \ R ‘1‘ -

a . | ! d pley
Jess at Ratan's act. Very often in mit Y pull j 7‘)/‘
ries used tO bother her. The memories in which Ratan used play
his Dotara and sing song to its tune—

If there be no moon
How the stars can shine

If woman is without husband

How the beauty goes vain.

The beauty which was praised by all friends of her village,
nd women right from her childhood had no value then.
Even though Madhumati I?ad 2 husband, she always felt that
there was DO man i her life. Her mind and soul seemed to be
empty, like 2 sky without moon. Probably every lady in her life
would feel like a widow, if she had to spend her life with person
with different perspective, ideology or thought. She often feels

men @
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{3
!
E‘*

er solitary moment —
ed meal in sand
Left the cooking pot on wWater
To eat and matry OB marriage
Oh then one becomes widow
If husband friend is lost

All will be like sand house.

Ghutlung, Ghutlung, Ghutlung!
Sepoy e to the proprietor's house f,
r

Ananta used to com
some Government duty. Kripanarayan's house was situated n
his brothers house- Madhumati used to sit on the veranda Stear
ring at the bylane € At first look, it 100keda:1;

xpecting someone.
though she was waiting for her husband- But Madhumati's ming
inexplicably felt that sepoy Ananta wearing his Khadi uniforp,
would come one Of the other day- While placing his cycle, |
would indirectly stare at her. Firstly, she used to feel very ,une
comfortable at his look. But when she realised that he sighted a‘
her acknowledging her youth and beauty the same way as Rat
tan used to she felt easy. Kanchan Bai was Very dear to her an(i
adviced her whenever she finds a good company- She should
flee away leaving that old heartless husband in the day tim
when Kripanarayom be out for hunting Of for any other offici 7
purpose. Why should you waste your youthin the hands of s o
an old man who already has three wives? Daughter! your uh
ents are not h 4 1d animals. They left you tzal;-
d beast. Initially Madhumati didn't pay much a:

uman. They are wi

a feast of a wil

tention to Kanchan's words. But gradually she realised th
that

Kanchan was speaking her mind out. In absence of mj
E?;ibed company, as she leaded a life of a widow, she it
ing of over Kanchan's words. Sepoy Ananta who e
?jrt gi?tiii;o Madhumati by acting to place his cycle, ort:ef(l- %
b i e el e
im to do so. Madhumat-i

like singing in b
Just prepar
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Sepoy friend when yoi
1eN you
EBoth will enjoy e
ating also merry maki
ak
: How long you will car;r;g
t was not easy for Madhu :
] matitob
aftgr Z\lflet;yihmg that happened in her lifee giart of from Anant
and y ery carefully so that Ananta c.oulfi saved her beaut?/
enjoy it. Tho
3 ugh

Kripanarayans reduc :
s On 1ha othzcrl t}?rucllnng at her, yet his attj
ermined t
O get

i\flta}cl:léll;;mam,d who was so beautiful and young. S
ei g .a;t; upon that ruthless old man Seg' 0, she would not
?ong with Kanchanbai that he would ;,1 poy Ananta planned
in Goalpara where he was posted rrange a rented hous
On the oth : j
Kripanarayan to alloe\; :and Madhumati would
er to visit her village in S convince
onamati for a
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Abai. In the mid nigh;
a

nc .
few days. Rest would by done by Kg gonamatl:
itself both of them will flee away ,
Ghutlung, Ghutlung, Ghutluﬂdg- ol nanti{ CZ?ue on
. dn ] : a matl
A week later, in the m! chanbai, |
Rahimuddin's bullock cart ﬁxed.b‘/ z::n eIl hung on the bullg
came to know about him on hearing ¢ on the bullock cart
neck. Rahimuddin would carry the rz;W Prahmaputraona boat,
to Pancharatna bank. After crossing t°
both would reach Goalpara. |
Ghutlung, Ghutlung, Ghuthung or bed. Her mother
Secretly, Madhumati got UP ﬁo;; font door open while
4 o

S sely kept in ano
was in sound sleep. She pufpo“e[y y father slept 1n ther

: . Her
she went to the toilet a while agobed the bundle of her cl_othes
room. Madhumati very silently gra low WOIMS were buzzing a¢

e >
el Came St of her houss, Ih C'.f,r()s'ﬂ,‘{-‘(i the b.’llCOﬂy; She was
OO, IS S SheRs

their own tune. As od her. Then she realised and felt ra.
= , p . ‘ O SS¢ L ‘

=Chuthing, Ghuthung, Ghit : lengi (Baky]
th the Minus opselengi (Baky])
The cart stopped belfli‘inantEl lifted her and made her g;;

ds it.
tree[:181}11e :?id;i ts:r’:.f He got up and embraced Madhumag.
in the ha

he Ghutlung, Ghutlung! sound started and they headed
Soon the )

eir destination. T
towaris:fth emed to be a never ending journey of darkness ang
ife se

$ ill days spend with Ratan was fiy]]
brigl‘.ltness. Fr;]n; ;?éli};?;’jdzgn, ;(chlij days, spend vs{ith the old
% bnghmilss. covered by dark cloud. This journey Wltl‘: Ananty
man were fay;mpromisc to get rid of the old man. Ratan's memgq.
wasa §orlt 0 Cd within her. Probably it would never leave her ||
ries still asff eling of restlessness was created within Madhumag
her ;lleail;encz of the raw hay. The sound created by the bells
at the
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remifldEd the
ounded same

. tely different.
The journey brought back the fezrllt

This journey was most exp

days when she was

Ghutlung, Ghutlung.

married toKripanarayan, I¢ S
Yet the situation wag absoly

ing of youthness in her,
ected by Madhumai,

Oh cartman, driye gy, the cart
Let me have a look at
Leaving the village own
And also the dearest ope,

Rahimuddin was sipe;
ging old fo] :
ing to its tune. The howiyy gold folk songs and pejs were ring-

silence of the midnight, Madhy
Ananta's chest. Yes, the sky looked sad with n

i )
She used to listen to fables and patables fron Moo or stars,

l\.&t i
Grand mo tl]er unde meath the same Sy when ﬁk\?ﬁi&‘:j‘iﬁ:\%\ 3

The stories in which the moon was ﬁwa[],owegp}’,pé;'{{rm”. N
rees amidst darkness looked like huge Demons of fableim. 43
5.

There she dreamt a dream,

Kripanarayan like Demon had once
the moon. She thought that he would folf:\f ll}l(z:,ridai:[tan U
her from Ananta by killing him. Truely, the bells stoppeilneich
ing. Rahimuddin made a huge shout ang Madhuma; Ur::i.;g-
stood the reason. behind it. Kripanarayan wag sitting in g 'eer—
In that faded light she saw his cruel smile. He got few mep, ;lo:t;
with him and they pulled Rahimuddin oy of the cart ang the;
grabed Ananta and brought him in front of Kripanarayan.
Madhumati started shouting. Ananta who found no way out
was hitted very badly by the sticks of Kripanarayan's me,. Then
Madhumati was forcibly taken to Kripanarayan's jeep. The jeep
started soon and inspite of their repeated request he remained
unmoved and she had nothing but to cry in the entire

The bell rings ghutlung ghutlung
As the bull moves his neck

journey.
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So also my heart cry
Seeing the danger ahead.
hed her face-

n she ope

She was in sound
ed it and saw thy¢
dew spreaded everywhere, J¢
the calcum powder ang

The morning wind touc
sleep. She closed her eyes and the
stars were away from the sky. The
was looked as though darkness WOT®

was ready to visit someone.
The bull rang Ghutlung Ghutlung
rang Ghutlung and sat. She could

Soon she goc up fom: Amnanta's chest
e got up Loz ; ‘
g s. Yes, the music 5ung along with the

ix once again listen the song
sound of Dotara made her awake. It was ¢the music of Dotarg

‘ | and song was very own, very familiar.

[\h Gariyakai (Cartman) please stop thec

{11 The bell stopped ringing. She got down from the car,
Ananta who by then was also awake followed her. She didnoy

know why listening to the music, the memories burried in her

soul. That made Ananta unrest and followed to the owner of

the Dotara and song. The morning wind blew the veil of
Madhumati's saree. Even her hair seem to be disturbed by .

Ananta stopped there.
But Madhumati didn't. Nearby was the Gadadhar rive,

. a weak snake. O

FCh)

art!
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® Literature is for literature's sake — rejecting this
tradition, with the commitment to.enrich the Assamese
literature, with new experimentation’ Dr. Paramanandg
Rajbongshi has flourished this new treqd. Although he has
established himself as a short story writer, Dr. Rajbongshi
has also continuously worked'as a pramalist, Novelist ang
Composer, besides telecastinga series of story and musica|
features through Television. Dr. Rajbongshi has also gaineq
popularity as a writer - Director qf the film ‘Anal', depicted on
the Peasant Revolution which resulted the war of
Patharughat (1894). Collecting the cream of Folk-Lore ang
Folk-Drama, Dr. Rajbongshi has writen a number of Dramg
and directed stage performance. Dr. Rajbengshiis also the
\Writer - Director of a Serial thirteen episodes called "Agni! for
transmission throughithe National.ehanneliof Alllndia Radio,
New Delhi. With his credit, Dr. Rajbongshi has already
published a research analysis called ‘Assamese Folk
Theatre and Darrangi Khulia Bhaoria', besides more than
tennumber.of books onlliterature and culture.

A regularwriter ofleading News papers and Journals,
Dr. Rajbongshilhas already published five novels, besides 3
series of short stories. Presently workingias Professor ang
Head of the Department of Assamese (both T.D.C. and P.G.)
at Pragjyotish/College, Guwahati, has published four books
short stories suchi as 'Ek Natun Jehadar Janma!, 'Birin
Banar Suhuri', Ejan Ajamilar Mrityu' and 'Gondha’.
Research Guide ofthe Gauhati University he goes deep int
the soil of his land, brings the heart out tune of flute of th
folk-culture and arranges his short stories in aniintellecty
and artistic manner in characterisation of the society. H
analyses the social and individual problems in aldynami
outlook anntries to upliftthe have nots.

Through' this selective short story collection, th
reader could acquintance withitalent and new technique of

Dr. Rajbongshi. o




